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LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTS 

THE statement on selective tendering issued by the Asso- 

ciation of Municipal Corporations (extracts from 
which were published in our issue last week) is a 
disappointing document. A year ago, the report of the 
Howard Robertson Joint Committee on Tendering Pro- 
cedure recommended that the practice of selective tender- 
ing should be universally adopted. The practice of invit- 
ing tenders from a_ selected list of contractors of the 
requisite ability is, of course, customary with Government 
Departments and private building owners. Local 
authorities, however, still adhere to a very large extent to 
the public invitation to tender. The Robertson Com- 
mittee expressed the hope that local authorities would 
adopt the principle of selective tendering, and that the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government would 
encourage local authorities to do this in respect of those 
contracts for which they sanction loans and in many cases 
pay subsidies. 

The AMC have now come out in direct opposition to 
this proposal. The Association favour the continuance of 
Open or “ indiscriminate ” tendering with selective tender- 
ing as the exception and not the rule. In support of their 
view the Association produce three main arguments. 

Their first argument is that it is necessary to promote 
“integrity and impartiality in local administration by the 
use Of a procedure under which opportunities for corrupt 
practices do not arise.” This argument is a little unexpec- 
ted coming, as it does, from an association of local authori- 
ties. We ourselves would hope that integrity in public 
administration did not depend upon the maintenance of 
checks of this type. The AMC, however, were so con- 
cerned about this point that they consider that the need 
for such a check outweighs the disadvantage, inherent in 
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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE ETHICS OF ADVERTISING by architects are examined 
by our contributor in his second article on * The Professional 
Conduct of Architects.” p. 129 


THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF AA STUDENTS” work 
and the progress of the AA School over the past year are 
reviewed. p. 134 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE CC, with their first rural secondary 
modern school to be erected under the Ministry's new programme, 
have broken new ground by deleting the extension clause from 
the contract. p. 138 


A NEW PREFABRICATED TECHNIQUE using pumice 
blocks is to be used in connection with the biggest African 
housing scheme ever undertaken in Kenya. p. 142 


MAJOR SCHOOLBUILDING PROJECTS amounting to £60m. 
will be approved for 1956-57; this will enable a start to b2 made 
on nearly half the enlarged rural reorganisation programme, 
the Minister of Education has announced. p. 148 


THE ANNUAL “LUCKY DIP™ type of wage demand for an 
increase of a few coppers in the hourly rate was condemned 
by Mr. Harry Weaver in his presidential address to the AUBTW’s 
national conference. p. 160 


open tendering. that imposes upon a large number of con- 
tractors a considerable burden of unproductive administra- 
tive work. 

The AMC’s insistence on this point is even more curious 
in view of their second argument. To quote from the 
statement : 

‘The second criterion is efficiency in building—sound work at 
economical prices. The joint committee believe that open tender- 
ing leads to bad building—the ‘enalication surely being that 
authorities are not capable of discriminating properly between 
the tenders they receive on the advice of their technical experts. 
Even if this is true of some authorities, the answer lies clearly 
in the home phrase—once bitten. twice shy. 

The AMC reject selective tendering because of the risk 
of corruption involved in discriminating between con- 
tractors, and then propose to reintroduce discrimination 
at a later stage in the tendering procedure. To put it 
mildly, there seems to be some inconsistency here. 

The Association’s third argument 
second: 


flows out of the 


“If the competitive system is allowed to work unimpeded by 
restrictive agreements within the industry. the inefficient builder 
will soon be out of business. Selective tendering, on the other 
hand, creates a state of affairs in which mutual protection arrange- 
ments can flourish, to the detriment of the public interest, by the 
formation of price-rings and gentlemen’s agreements: it also 
puts an obstacle in the way of the growth of small, thriving. 
efficient concerns—which have invariably been the parents of 
modern large-scale industrial enterprise.” 


This argument must be looked at in some detail. It is. 
of course, true that free competition helps to put the 
inefficient firm out of business. But this argument can be 
a dangerous half-truth. Inefficient firms are constantly 
going out of business in the building industry which has a 
particularly high bankruptcy rate, but as fast as firms go 
out of business new ones are set up, and some of these 
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new firms may be as inefficient as the old ones. Again, 
inefficiency is a relative matter; a firm may be quite ; 
efficient for a particular class of work, but trouble arises 2. 


when it successfully tenders for a class of work for which 
it is not equipped. Moreover, bankruptcy is a clumsy 














expedient for weeding out the inefficient. Bankruptcy 
affects not only the firm which is forced into liquidation— AS 
there are repercussions for many other people: sub- et 
contractors, suppliers and the building owner himself. Jt om 
is all very well for the AMC to talk about “ once bitten, for | 
twice shy.” It is better to avoid being bitten at all. is p 
The AMC’s one sound point is the risk that selective cipl 
tendering may give rise to restrictive agreements, and that beet 
it may make it more difficult for new firms to enter the exal 

field. These are, admittedly, difficult problems, but they 
are not in our view insuperable. We are confident that 0 
they can be satisfactorily dealt with if all the parties con- b 
cerned—Government departments, local authorities, the 8 
professions and the industry—co-operate to find a solution. K 
Unfortunately, the AMC do not appear to be in a co- 1 
cperative mood. When the Robertson Committee was exa 
established, with the blessing of the Ministry of Works, (i 
it was hoped that representatives of the local authority dire 
associations would join in. Some of the associations licit 
could not see their way to do this and in the event no local i 
authority representatives were included in the Committee. ( 
It is disquieting that the AMC should now, in their state- me 
ment, attack the Ministry of Works for commending the not 
establishment of the committee “under the aegis of an Suc 
interested party, the RIBA, when it must well have known o 
that the professional organisations and the local govern- i 
ment Associations have not been in agreement on the sub- 21-STOREY BUILDING AT VANCOUVER: Shown ins 
jects covered by the terms of reference.” Was it very above is the 21-storey HQ building for the BC Electric be 
unreasonable of the Ministry to hope that these differ- Company of Vancouver to be built by John Laing & _ ing 
ences of opinion could be resolved by mutual discussion? —. pon Ps fcr gered bag ac Be : 
, - ‘ - e . Fa monins to comptete C "OST ¥ . ’as developed over 0 
2 . the ae do i: adopt the a — _— period of three years under the direction of Mr. Tom inc 
— a to contorm to their vaows without any Giscussion Ingledow, BCE vice-president and executive engineer, ( 
at all? We cannot believe that this is the true spirit of together with a team of company engineers and architects ne: 
local government in this country and we very much hope headed by Mr. Ned Pratt of Sharp & Thompson, Berwick wi 
that the AMC will think again. & Pratt, of Vancouver. ” 
— as dis 
council’s work were displayed in other troyed during the war. If the house is do 
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exhibitions, and a mannequin parade constructed again they will have to rely on 
d danci ded ff thi if hei : d jud d ld aM 
; wi : an ancing rounded off this pleasant on their own good judgment and an o : 
THE LCC RECEPTION London social occasion. photograph of the outside of the house. - 
HE perfect summer weather made the — : H: 
members’ terrace by the Thames at 4 KNOTTY PROBLEM . HAMPTON COURT DISCOVERIES m= 
County Hall the most popular meeting- SoME joinery firm at York will prob- REMARKABLE remains of Tudor work mm 
place for the 1,300 guests who attended ably be faced with an unusual jigsaw yo cated recently when panelling ar 
the LCC’s annual reception last Friday Puzzle in the very near future. The job was removed by the Ministry of Works in or 
evening, and there was not the hint of a Will be the reassembling of a half-tim- ine course of routine repairs from a wall am 
chill wind to remind those present that bered house at York which was pulled at the back of the King’s Staircase at 
this really was England and not some- down more than 30 years ago. The tim- Hampton Court. One find consists of a . 
where by the Mediterranean. Guests bers were preserved and stacked in the series of stone doorways which had com- ? 
were received by the Chairman of the Open air as the owner hoped to rebuild Finicated with the Tudor Sovereign's P 
Council, Mr. Norman Prichard, and them himself. The plan, estimated to apartments—mainly deradlished by Six ce 
Mrs. Prichard, assisted by the vice-chair- ¢OSt £10,000, never materialised and the Christopher Wren when he built the ti 
man and deputy-chairman. oak beams have lain stacked in the open eseeet Stabe Manette D 
The variety of exhibitions and enter- exposed to wind and rain. They have P One doorwa | Mek leads to a blocked be 
tainment ane Pol reflected the scale a been bought for an undisclosed sircular ero still retains its oak in 
i ee i’ pain ete: hich figure by Mr. J. B. Morrell, the chairman = sino ae: : iar Wien’ ce 
scope of the council's activities, whic F the Work Cicte ‘fee door, left behind on its hinges by Wren’s tr 
even to-day are not as well known as © ae Fork Cove Tevet. Sir. Mores workmen—though they took care to 
they deserve to be. The principal exhibi- one pag thay bsp vee remove the lock! Another doorway, h 
tion, which remains open until 7 p.m. ; SOs i Aas apparently erected for Queen Elizabeth I, a 
to-day (July 22), marked the centenary the old house as an entrance. The joiners, was never completely carved, though the h 
of Loedin's main drainage system but whoever they are, will find that all the annenreils oun it hak tone euaeed out c 
this and other esis acl “could un- wood is still jointed and carefully num- by the master mason ae for carving is 
fortunately only be seen by emergenc bered with metal tags. Unfortunately, aa there is a scrawled ianedinn in a 6 
lighting for di of the ones ir the numbers are worthless—the plan pencil which may have been intended to 
to a temporary electrical failure. Also showing where all the pieces fit was des- indicate (in abbreviated form) the inscrip- f 
on view was a large exhibition of models i ay an ae tion and date (15859 that was to be carved. 
of the council’s current building works, COMING EVENT The most noteworthy find, however, t 
with explanatory maps and diagrams WEDNESDAY, JULY 217 consists of architectural fragments which ; 
, ne Abale seca LMBA.—‘‘ The Rebuilding of London,’’ by Pro- 5 asedl i Ne teas “k . : 
prepared by the architect's and planning ,,.MBA.— Richardson, PRA, Royal Institution, Were used in Wren’s time to block up the : 
departments. Additional aspects of the 21, Atbemarie-street, WI. 5 p.m. doorways already described. } 
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THE BUILDER 


The Professional Conduct of Architects 


2—THE ETHICS OF ADVERTISING AND OTHER PROBLEMS 
By A. E. TELLING, MA 


AS noted in the first of these articles, 
+* the Architects’ Registration Council 
of the United Kingdom (ARCUK) has 
jssued a Code of Professional Conduct 
for the guidance of architects. This code 
is primarily a statement of general prin- 
ciples, but most of the principles have 
been amplified by a number of detailed 
examples. Thus, Principle III states: 


“ An architect must not advertise for 
or solicit business nor allow any mem- 
ber of his staff so to do. Nor may he 
give or offer remuneration, or other 
consideration, for the introduction of 
clients or of work.” 

This principle is supported by eight 
examples as follows :— 

(i) An architect must not advertise, either 
directly or by any form of organised pub- 
licity paid for by the architect, nor may 
he offer his services by means of letters or 
circulars. 

(ii) He must not make paid announce- 
ments in the Press, but he may insert one 
notice of change of address in the Press. 
Such notice must not be in the form of a 
displayed advertisement. 

(iii) An architect may advertise for 
salaried employment provided the advertise- 
ment is anonymous. Advertisements may 
be inserted in the Press by architects requir- 
ing assistants. 

(iv) An architect must not give discounts 
or commissions in recognition of, or as an 
inducement to, the introduction of clients. 

(v) An architect must not tout for busi- 
ness by submitting plans to possible clients 
without being requested so to do, or by any 
other method. 

(vi) The title “architect” must not be 
displayed on fascia boards or on shop win- 
dows, nor may it be displayed ostentatiously 
on the office premises. The architect's name 
and affixes and his professional title may be 
shown at the entrance to his office premises 
in letters not exceeding two inches in height. 
He may allow his name to appear on build- 
ings in the course of construction, altera- 
ton or extension; if is desirable that an 
architect should sign his buildings: either 
or both of the foregoing must be done in 
an unostentatious manner. 

(vii) Although there is no objection to 
an architect allowing signed illustrations and 
descriptions of his work to be published in 
the Press, he must not give any monetary 
consideration for such an insertion, or con- 
cern himself in any way with the distribu- 
tion of the publication, nor may he solicit 
publication outside the professional Press 
or take any action which is designed to 
increase the revenue of the journal con- 
cerned either by approaching the sub-con- 
tractors or otherwise. 

(viii) An architect may permit the use of 
his name by a commercial firm in_ their 
advertisement of such of their products as 
have been included in the architect’s specifi- 
cations, provided that the architect’s name 
Is not ostentatiously displayed, but it would 
be regarded as advertising if an architect 
solicited the publication of his design or 
_ in the advertisement of a commercial] 
irm. 


It is perhaps worth emphasising that 
these eight points are given as examples 
and that they are not intended to be ex- 
clusive. An architect may be in breach 


of Principle III even though his conduct 
is not expressly forbidden by any of the 
above examples. 


The Ethics of Advertising 

The question of advertising or publicity 
is one of the most difficult problems fac- 
ing the architect or any other professional 
man. It is most desirable, therefore, that 
some basic. principles should be 
established and accepted throughout the 
profession. In its present form, Prin- 
ciple III is a series of prohibitions which 
do not really go to the root of the matter. 
It is interesting to observe that in earlier 
editions of the code, Principle III was 
prefaced with the statement that “the 
growth of an architect’s practice should 
depend on merit.” This statement, how- 
ever, was of little practical value, and 
ARCUK have been wise in deleting it. It 
is obviously desirable that an architect 
should succeed on merit, but equally 
obviously an architect needs the oppor- 
tunity to prove his merit, and many a 
successful professional man would admit 
that that opportunity originally came to 
him through luck. 

It is clearly impossible to eliminate the 
element of luck. Even if it were desir- 
able, it would simply not be feasible. But 
there would be something radically 
wrong—something shocking to the moral 
sense—in a code of etiquette so rigid that 
it would be very difficult to get a start in 
independent practice without luck. It 
follows that an architect or other pro- 
fessional man should be allowed legiti- 
mate oppertunities for publicity. This 
proposition, of course, raises the question 
of what is “ legitimate.” 

The answer to this lies, surely, in the 
second of the points I suggested last week 
as the basis of rules of professional con- 
duct—namely, to maintain public confi- 
dence in the profession concerned. If 
this test is adopted, then it becomes 
apparent that anything which lowers the 
prestige of the profession in the eyes of 
the public is to be condemned. The 
problem is thus primarily one of good 
taste—the avoidance of the ostentatious. 
It is significant that two of the examples 
quoted above from the ARCUK code do 
in fact apply the test of “ ostentation.” 
This is indicative, I believe, of an 
essentially wise approach by ARCUK to 
a very difficult problem. 

This approach to the problem may 
seem obvious, but it is not always adopted 
in professional circles. Excess of zeal on 
the part of those whe frame rules of 
conduct sometimes leads to unfortunate 
results. For instance, example (vii) quoted 
above states that there is no objection to 
an architect allowing signed illustrations 
and descriptions of his work to be pub- 
lished in the Press, but (amongst other 
things) he must not solicit publication 
outside the professional Press. At one 
time the prohibition went further and it 
was a breach of etiquette to solicit publi- 
cation even in the professional Press. 


12% 


Fortunately, the severity of the rule has 
now been modified, but why was it ever 
introduced in such an extreme form? 
What is the objection to an architect 
writing to the editor of a paper and ask- 
ing him if he would be interested in 
appropriate illustrations and descriptions? 
It is, after all, for the editor to decide 
whether he will publish the material 
which has been offered, and a private 
communication between architect and 
editor can hardly lower the prestige of 
the profession in the eyes of the public. 
Moreover, it does not seem logical to dis- 
tinguish in this respect between the pro- 
fessional and the lay Press. If it is 
permissible for an architect to allow 
illustrations to appear in the lay Press, 
why may he not solicit publication in the 
lay as Well as in the professional Press? 
Indeed, the present rule may be criticised 
as weighing the scales in favour of the 
well known and established architects, 
since they are more likely to be 
approached by the editor of a non-techni- 
cal paper than are the lesser-known men. 


Another aspect of the problem is that 
of articles in the non-technical Press by 
the architect himself. So long as it is a 
genuine contribution to architectural dis- 
cussion and not merely a puff for the 
particular architect, there would seem to 
be no objection to the article being signed 
with the name and professional qualifi- 
cations of the author. The same prin- 
ciple should apply to broadcasts and to 
lectures to non-technical audiences, It 
should perhaps be pointed out that this is 
not the view adopted by the organisations 
responsible for the professional conduct 
of barristers, doctors and solicitors, none 
of whom may put both their name and 
professional qualifications to articles in 
papers other than their own professional 


journals. But architects should not 
blindly follow the practice of other pro- 
fessions, but should ask _ themselves 


whether there is any logical foundation 
for any proposed rule of conduct. More- 
over, in the case of architecture, there is 
the additional consideration that articles, 
broadcasts and lectures may be to the 
advantage of the profession by bringing 
to the notice of the public the desirability 
of employing architects for the design 
and supervision of building work. 


The Independence of the Architect 


To a considerable extent the principles 
of conduct set out in the ARCUK code 
are common to all the professions, but 
there is one respect in which the archi- 
tect holds a special position. Whilst it 
is the duty of an architect to protect the 
interest of his client, it is also his duty to 
exercise impartially any quasi-judicial 
functions imposed upon him by the con- 
tract. Commenting upon this, Mr. Pem- 
broke Wicks (Registrar, ARCUK) has 
written: 

“To the extent that the architect holds 
an independent position, it is ef the highest 
importance that he shall do nothing that 
might reflect upon his professional integrity 
or render him liable to suspicion of bias in 
favour of either party to the contract. For 
this reason an architect is forbidden to 
engage in any operation of trade or busi- 
ness inconsistent or out of keeping with 
the proper discharge of his professional 
duties, and in particular he must not act 
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as a builder or dealer in building materials, 
nor may he be a director in any company 
carrying on such business.” 


It might have been thought sufficient 
to forbid an architect occupying any such 
position to act as architect in any matter 
concerning the firm in which he was 
interested. The Code, however, goes 
further and forbids the practising archi- 
tect from being a director or partner in 
any firm carrying on business as builders 
or builders’ merchants. This total pro- 
hibition is perhaps wise as stressing the 
complete independence of the profession. 
It is interesting to note, however, that 
an architect may apparently be a share- 
holder in any such firm. There are also 
restrictions on architects in the salaried 
employment of contractors: an architect 
in this position must not accept a pro- 
fessional commission from persons other 
than his employers in respect of building 
or other work being carried out by his 
employers. This again is obviously a 
salutary rule. 


It is interesting that, although an archi- 
tect must not have an interest in one 
party to the building contract (namely 
the contractor), he may be the salaried 
employee of a Government Department 


or local authority acting as_ building 
owner. The ARCUK code is silent on 
this point. So long as public opinion has 


sufficient confidence in architects occupy- 
ing such positions, there is no need to 
make rules of conduct, but this confi- 
dence must be maintained and this places 


a grave responsibility upon — such 
architects. 
(To he continued) 
BOT REPORT 
A report on “ Mechanical Engineering 


(Repairing),” volume 4, trade J, based on 
the 1951 census of production, has been 
published by the Board of Trade and may 
be obtained from the Stationery Office, price 
Is. 6d. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


DEPLORABLE SPECULATIVE 
HOUSE-BUILDING 

To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Your note on Mr. Colin Mac- 

Innes’s recent broadcast on “ The 
Shape of a House,” and Mr. Rolf Hell- 
berg’s strictures on the work of specu- 
lative house-builders in Coventry (your 
last issue) remind us that the high hopes 
entertained at the end of the war that 
there would be no more of this undesir- 
able housing have proved illusory. I 
have been shocked more than _ once 
recently to find new rows of pretentious 
semi-detached villas going up on the out- 
skirts of beautiful old towns and villages 
hitherto unspoiled, 

Admittedly Mr. MaclInnes, in his radio 
interviews with householders, confirmed 
the belief that there is still a strong 
liking for houses of traditional architec- 
tural character and a certain distaste for 
the contemporary style. It is well known, 
too, that the old-fashioned “ standard ” 
plan—that is, the one with parlour. 
living-room, kitchenette, hall and _ stair- 
case on the ground floor, and three bed- 
rooms, bath and w.c. above—is still very 
popular. Since people want this sort of 
thing it is not for architects or others with 
more up-to-date ideas to say they must 
not have it. 

Can anything be done about this problem 
of good design for cheap speculative hous- 
ing? In the eighteenth century, architects 
and speculative builders often contrived to 
work well together, and even when there 
was no direct architectural control, builders 
rarely went wrong because they could copy, 
free of charge, the excellent designs pro- 
vided in builders’ handbooks. To-day 
how different. Rarely is the independent 
architect associated with speculative work, 
and, according to report, even when he is, 
he is not disposed to accommodate him- 
self to the mass-production techniques that 
must be employed if housing is to be pro- 
duced at a price within the means of ordinary 
people. It is pretty clear, moreover, that 
there is no great eagerness on the part 
either of builders or buyers to pay archi- 
tects’ fees when these can be avoided. 

If it be considered immoral for the State 
to provide speculative builders with good 
designs that they could build from free of 
charge, there is still no reason why the 
offensive exteriors that we so often see 
should continue to be perpetrated. There 
are scores of good elevational treatments 
of the “standard” plan that could be fol- 
lowed without any risk of prosecution for 
infringement of architectural copyright. 

Can it be that speculative builders are 
carrying on in the old way from mere force 
of habit? It is. of course, possible, as you 
suggest in your note, that social snobbery of 
an odd kind has something to do with this 
continuing repetition of banality, good de- 
sign now being the common characteristic of 
council estates, and therefore something to 
be avoided by those who consider them- 
selves a cut above the municipal tenantry. 
It is difficult to believe. however, that in- 
tending house-purchasers deliberately desire 
vulgarity and ugliness. 

Is the offending speculative house-builder 
ever to realise the rankness of his offence, 
or likely to reform himself? He has been 
given opportunity enough. I suggest that 
the time has come for strong action to be 
taken against him. Local amenities socie- 
ties, and indeed all who have any 
regard for the welfare of their neighbour- 
hoods, should protest violently against any 
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housing that falls below a_ reasonable 
standard of architectural quality. Local 
authorities who fail to exercise — their 
powers of control over elevational design 
when necessary, should be reasoned with 
and, if obdurate, reported to the MoHLG 
It seems that only positive action along 
these lines has any prospect of restraining 
the bad speculative builder from doing 
further injury to our afflicted land. 
INDIGNANT, 


RICS EXAMINATIONS 

To THE Epitor oF The Builder 
QI R.—The statistics published in the 
i 2 : 

Annual Report of the Council of The 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
for 1954-55 (Transactions LXXXVII, page 
161) reopen the question of examination 
standards discussed in your correspondence 
columns a year ago. There is an all-round 
improvement in the percentage of passes, 
possibly in part due to the correspondence 
(I was amused to see that the Secretary of 
the Institution in writing to you had, per- 
force, to turn a blind eye to it and refer 
pointedly to your leading article). The 
subdivision of the figures into sections gives 
some interesting information. Whilst the 
percentage of passes for quantity surveyors 
is about 29 per cent. in the Intermediate 
and 314 per cent. in the Final, for valua- 
tion surveyors the percentages are about 
42} and 45, and for building surveyors 42! 
in both stages. An improvement, gentlemen 
examiners, but, as the school reports used 
to say; “ Weak in quantity surveying, could 
do better if he tried harder.” 


Another interesting sidelight is _ that 
quantity surveying candidates have a 
majority over all, other “ parties” com- 


bined in al] three stages of the examinations, 
and (in spite of the lower proportion) have 
a similar majority of passes in First 
Examination and Intermediate, though they 
just lost control in the Final. Does this 
presage a future majority over all sections 
in corporate members, and, when the 
ancillaries can be dropped or proselytised, 
perhaps a change of name to “The Royal 
Institution of Chartered Quantity  Sur- 
veyors? 
ARTHUR J. Wittis [FRICS] 
London SWI. 
THE 18TH-CENTURY QS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR. -In Mr. Hookway’s article entitled 
“The 18th-Century Quantity Sur- 
veyor ” which appeared on July 8, com- 
parison is made between the institution 
of the method of measurement demon- 
strated by Mr. Fisher’s book of 1742 and 
the erroneous statement made in a tech- 
nical journal recently that the quantity 
surveyor’s species was almost unknown 
fifty years ago. It would be interesting 
to know whether Mr. Fisher’s book is the 
earliest known treatise on the subject and 
what is the date of the next publication 
after that by Mr. Fisher. 

Possibly Messrs, Spon, the publishers 
of Hearst’s Handbook for Architectural 
Surveyors, can furnish information as to 
the date of the first issue of this hand- 
book. I have two copies which may be 
of interest in the light of the suggestion 
which Mr. Hooker rightly refutes—that 
quantity surveying has indeed shallow 
roots. The first of these handbooks be- 
longed to my grandfather, was published 
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in 1865 and is in form almost identical 
with that of the second which was pub- 
lished in 1926, the year in which I used 
it in connection with the final examina- 
tion of the Chartered Surveyors’ Institu- 
tion. : 
It is clear that quantity surveying was 
in an advanced state of development in 
1865, for the section entitled ‘“* The Mea- 
surement of Builders’ Work” extends 
over forty-one pages, arranged in order 
of trades, and commences with a descrip- 
tion of the operations comprised in 
“Builders’ measurements” which are 
listed as follows: 

“1. Taking the dimensions. 

2. Squaring, abstracting 

quantities into bill, 

3. The preparation of the estimate—which 

consists in attaching prices to the items of 

the bill, moneying them out and costing up 
the result.” : ; 

Following this section nineteen pages 
are devoted to memoranda in connection 
with builders’ work including such data 
as the covering power of paint, and then 
twenty-nine pages on the constants of 
Jabour. These are set out in a manner 
similar to that used by Price Davies, 
though of course in much less detail. 

This book does not appear to mention 
the title “* quantity surveying ” or “ quan- 
tity surveyor” but its preface refers to 
the duties of the architectural surveyor 
but it is clear that even at that date the 
measurement of building works had been 
in existence for a considerable period. 
The preface states: 

“The duties of the architectural 
have latterly become much more varied t 
extensive than they were in former years. His 
duties were then chiefly confined to_ the 
measuring and valuing of ordinary builders’ 
work and to estimating the value of buildings 
as between buyer and seller and between land- 
lord and tenant. But at the present time he is 
also called upon to estimate the quantities of 
materials and workmanship in numerous pro- 
jects of the civil engineer, including iron con- 
struction of almost every variety: and it de- 
volves upon him to make valuations of the 
works of the engineer as well as of the erections 
of the architect and builder.” 

D. H. T. Conway, 
[Managing Director, Theo. Conway, Ltd.] 
Commercial-road, Weymouth. 


and bringing the 


surveyor 


and 


. Mr. H. T. Burke, FIQS, draws our atten- 
tion to some researches on ** The Ancestry of 
Quantity Surveying,” printed in the journal of 
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the Institute of Quantity Surveyors of May- 
June, 1953.—Eb. 


SAVING TECHNICAL MAN-HOURS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GQIR,—In his address to the British 

Architects’ Conference held recently, 
Sir Thomas Bennett suggested that ortho- 
dox quantity surveying is not always suit- 
able for the work in hand and further 
that schedules of materials might well 
be incorporated in bills to assist contrac- 
tors in their ordering. 

This suggestion is not new as it has 
been advocated by quantity reformers 
over many years. It is new, however, to 
find such powerful backing. It is well 
known that the ordinary bill of quantities 
has, apart from estimate and settlement, 
very little utility in the actual execution 
of a contract. 

Some form of dual-purpose quantity 
surveying is required which to my mind 
would save an enormous number of tech- 
nical man-hours annually and in addition 
would greatly increase the tempo of the 
industry. 

A large proportion of modern building 
is done by specialists who handle their 
own quantities, and there is no reason 
to suppose that their efficiency is impaired 
thereby. Is there any good and sufficient 
reason why the older trades should not 
do likewise? JOHN ALLAN 

Glasgow 
SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELFARE 

To the Editor of The Builder 


.1R,—A contemporary of mine recently 
forwarded me some _ newspapers 
from the United States of America con- 
taining reports and pictures of a major 
collapse of a reinforced concrete job in 
the course of erection. 

There were a number of severe casual- 
ties and it was disclosed at an inquiry 
that many injuries were aggravated 
because of the concrete setting before 
rescue could be effected. Legal inquiries 
revealed that at some places in the col- 


lapse sugar was used to retard the setting. 


The action of sugar on cement as an 
effective retarder may be well known to 
specialists, but I venture to suggest that 


31 
this is not common knowledge. I now 
wonder if stocks of sugar in non- 


perishable containers ought not to be an 

item of welfare for rescue and first aid 

purposes on contracts where pouring of 

concrete could provide a hazard if 

failure of formwork or other collapse 

occurred. H. E. CAMPBELL 
40, St. Pauls-road, London, N1. 


INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY 


SURVEYORS 
Examination Results 
THE following candidates passed the 


Institute of Quantity Surveyors’ Special Test, 
Final and Direct Membership Examinations 
held in London and other centres from 
February 28 to March 4 last:— 
SPECIAL TEST 
W. J. Blyth and A. D. Wyman. 
FINAL EXAMINATION 


K. A. Baldwin, A. H. Briggs, A. D. Buli, J. D. 
Burrows, K. A. Butterfield, A. W. Court. E. B. 
Cox, P. Crawley, R. S. Davis, S. Dodds, T. Duston, 
K. G. Ellis, G. M. D. Frizzell, J. E. Grant, F. A. F. 
Grifhn, R. G. Harrison, A. Hoyle, R. J. Hughes, 
S. Hutton. 


F. W. Jackson, J. E. Jenkins, P. H. Jewell, W. A. 
Kerry, W. H. Lancaster, D. A. Mackintosh, M. E. 
Moisley, M. McNally, E. Percival, J. K. Pettitt, N. 
Power Smith, R. Snowling, M. Rawlings, J. E. Revis, 
A. V. Richardson. R. W. Robinson, A. J. West, 
P. L. White, J. W. Whitfield, D. Wilson, B. N 
Woodcock. 

DIRECT MEMBERSHIP EXAMINATION 

L. Brooker, S. E. Cadge, A. J. V. Cox, H. G. 

Hay, W. R. Onions, W. C. Simmister, H. J. White. 


BUILDING EXHIBITION STAND 
Competition Result 

A TOTAL of 160 entries have been received 
for this, the competition organised by Ascot 
Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., for their stand at 
the forthcoming Building Exhibition. 
Entries have been judged by Mr. F. R. 
Yerbury, OBE, HonARIBA, and Mr. L. 
Mardall, ARIBA, as follows :— 

First prize (200 guineas)—Dennis E 
Pugh, ARIBA, 6, West-road, N17. 

Second prize (100 guineas)—Hugh R 
Brady, BA(Arch), ARIBA, 4, Evelyn-gar 
dens, SW7. 

Third prize (50 guineas).—W. F. Mullins, 
ARIBA, AA(Hons)Dip, 114, Thurlow Park- 
road, SE21. 

All drawings for the competition will be 
shown at the Building Centre from Monday. 
July 25, to Saturday, July 30, inclusive. 








Drawn by Cyril A. Farey and Adams. 


NEW OFFICES AT MILL HILL, LONDON. 


Frem the RA Exhibition, 1955. 


Adams, Holden and Pearson, architects. 
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South elevation from Southwark Bridge-road. Below: Typical north elevation. 


Queen's Buildings, Southwark ANDERSON, FORSTER & WILCOX, 


FF.RIBA, ARCHITECTS 
PATMAN & FOTHERINGHAM, LTD. BUILDERS 


DURING the war 150 out of some 600 flats of the 
National Model Dwellings Company’s estate 
at Southwark were destroyed by bombing. The 
original flats, built some 60 or 70 years ago, were 
high-density tenement dwellings. Town Planning 
regulations now permitted only 50 flats to replace 150. 
By dropping the level of the whole site three feet 
below pavement level, storage accommodation and 
boiler houses were planned on the ground floor, thus 
allowing five storeys of flats to keep within the 
Town Planning angles. The site is that of the old 
King’s Bench prison and it was necessary to excavate } 
old foundations and pressure pile through Thames 
silt. The structure is load bearing brickwork carried 
on reinforced beams over the piles. 


The flats are centrally heated from a boiler house 
in each of the three blocks with panels in the ceilings 
to provide background heating, electric fires in the 
rooms giving additional heat. Hot water is provided 
by electric water heaters beneath the draining boards 
in the kitchens. Floors have been sound-proofed 
with fibreglass quilt. Materials were chosen with a 
view to saving maintenance costs—staircases, for 
example, being fully tiled, and balconies built in 
reinforced concrete. 





Sub-contractors were: Piling, Piling and Construction Co., 
Ltd.; steelwork, Dawnays, Ltd.; reinforced concrete, Diespeker 
and Co., Ltd.; asphalt, Val de Travers; windows, Crittall 
Mnfg. Co., Ltd.; cast stone, Malcolm Macleod and Co.; panel 
heating, Rosser and Russell, Ltd.; plumbing, Ellis (Kensington), } 
Ltd.; electrical installation and Sadia water heaters, Phoenix f 
Electrical Co. (London), Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Wiggins Sankey; 
flush doors, Crosby and Co.; dust chute hoppers, J. Young and 
Co.; sliding refuse shutters, Clark Hunt and Co.; kitchen fitments, 
Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd.; Archimedea vents, Nicholls and Clark; 
faience and wall tiling, Leeds Fireclay, Ltd.; wall tiling, Cope 
and Co., Ltd.; gas-drying cabinets, South Eastern Gas Board; 
ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd.; and electric fires and 
surrounds, Bratt Colbran, Ltd | 
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QUEEN’S BUILDINGS, SOUTHWARK: Typical flat 
plan. On the right is a detail of a typical south elevation. 





























1K 
| 4 
EXISTING FLATS 
————— ° x 5 so 
44 caene — mene 
I boiler 
= hose 
ss | = - 
—_— 
WwW " = fa} 
feos aa . ' 
a a n 
———— ar refuse rete 4 < 
i 2) 
7) # m - 
x ee 
a n _ — 
{ ro =— 
| . _ 5 aa boiler 
re) wo a house 
al 
es BLOCK 2. hay 
z a bette = ] “ 
be \ | > stores 
~ ' ° BLOCK 3. 
oy chus a 7 | | a a ' 
4 | 
loundry j U } 
wal 4 | 
i wn 
fo) g& 
Jr " i 4e% a 
| Vv i , . { fe _ gs { FN 
v.° 7 , fi.) . tap bY 
— x Sent t — w 7 R } 
- ‘ et 
| 
} SOUTHWARK 


SRIOG eE ROAD 








134 


THE AA SCHOOL 


Review of Students’ Exhibition 


N annual exhibition of a school of 
architecture is not only the shop 
window which tells parents what their 
sons and daughters have achieved in 
architectural training over the past year ; 
it also enables the hardworking Principal 
and his staff to view, collectively, the 
result of their endeavours and, not least, 
allows the practising architect to rumi- 
nate on the training of the young and 
to wonder whether this or that method 
is the best way of meeting the increas- 
ingly complex demands on the pro- 
fession. 

The parents, of course, will probably 
walk around with mingled pride at the 
daring of their offspring, and with some 
uncertainty as to what it all means, since 
it is no easy task to assimilate the varied 
pattern and wide field of knowledge 
required by the modern architect. The 
professional, for his part, may dismiss 
the whole thing as just another exhibi- 
tion, with a sneaking feeling that he 
ought to have some shares in a glass 
firm, but a careful study of the year’s 
work at any full time school, starting at 
the first year and working steadily to 
the Sth-year thesis design subjects shown, 
reveals a pattern of thought on which 
much time has been spent. And this is 
certainly true of this year’s AA school. 


a 


YEAR BY YEAR 


First YEAR: The first thing the 
embryo architect has to do is to get 
down to the basic necessity of providing 
shelter from the elements. It is rather like 
arriving in the middle of an uncharted 
land with no buildings to copy and only 
natural materials to be had. Varied huts, 
built in the branches of trees or on the 
ground using clay or stones, now arise, 
for ingenuity in providing protection and 
some degree of comfort, with few 
resources, is the first important lesson 
in planning. 

Shape is next studied—three-dimen- 
sional objects, space frames, sculptural 
forms and the effect of colour on shape. 
This should produce valuable funda- 
mental thinking, and paves the way for 
a study of pattern and texture. A simple 
subject such as a pool and shelter with 
an enclosing wall and screen is the first 
approach to architecture, and E. G. 
Adeolu (example No. 179) is interesting 
and decorative. 

Drawing and lettering methods of 
depicting requirements are studied, and 
at the end of the first year a small build- 
ing is designed. Bungalows by G. Wang 
and A. G. St. George are very creditable 
first efforts, although the fenestration in 
the former is rather impersonal and 
unrelated to human scale. 


SECOND YEAR: This period starts with 
a group study of existing buildings. 
R. A. H. Knott, J. A. Dalton, Ian Fraser 
and Anthony Eardley have combined to 
produce a well-presented folio of photo- 
graphs and sketches embracing, among 
others, Westminster Cathedral, St. Paul’s, 
Kenwood, the Royal Exchange and most 
of the London railway stations. The text 
suffers a little from long words which 
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attempt to define zsthetics and human 
emotion, never an easy task, but the 
finished work reaches a high standard 
of historical survey. 

Scale in relation to new and existing 
building is studied and resolved by small 
block models. Simple subjects such as 
a club room fireplace, an inquiry counter, 
and a door to a tea-room form the basis 
for sketch design lasting one or two 
days. This is not as easy as it seems, and 
the results reflect the difficulty. 

An exercise which Michael Pattrick, 
the Principal, likes to try out—a multi- 
storey garage—is a valuable essay in 
three-dimensional planning which is quite 
difficult but paves the way for more 
developed exercises in design. 


THIRD YEAR: Now the student is 
taught to apply his knowledge to a neigh- 
bourhood. An existing corner of a village 
is marked out by a group, and each 
student becomes responsible for a build- 
ing which will have to relate to the old. 
A Doctor’s house by Joanna Bridge- 
water (No. 195) provides a pleasant air 
of welcome. A store building with over- 
sailing first floor (No. 197) is quite 
elective. A pub by Robert Howard fails 
to provide a welcome to the thirsty 
traveller but a better and rather more 
colourful effort in the same category 
(No. 297) by N. J. Newbrook has merit. 

More emphasis is placed on working 
drawings, and it is good to record a 
better understanding of clear presenta- 
tion than hitherto. A primary school by 
R. A. Wilson is extremely competent 
both in general character and detail. 
Lack of experience accounts for too little 
space between lavatory basins and we 
doors, but this is a comparatively minor 
fault. 

Good pencil drawings often produce 
better results than the more laborious 
ink drawings, and an appreciation of 
structural details which really matter 
needs more study. 

A TESTING TIME 

THE FourRTH YEAR is a testing time 
for the young architect. Some measure 
of technical knowledge has been acquired 
and more ambitious projects are the rule, 
although it is doubtful whether really big 
buildings are within the student’s com- 
pass. Some high density housing, remi- 
niscent of Pimlico, by W. Pimm (No. 
107), is good of its kind. A railway station 
by Roger Cunliffe (No. 285) shows con- 
siderable feeling externally, although 
somewhat lacking in humanity internally. 
A study of the effect of buildings around 
St. Paul’s is ambitious, and might test 
any member of the profession. An 
interesting group scheme by Barrow, 
Stuckley and Toovey shows an apprecia- 
tion of contrast between high blocks and 
low, linking buildings and permits a 
fairly good view of the cathedral (No. 
315): 

FIFTH YEAR: Thesis designs in the 
grand manner now prevail. A National 
Theatre by J. G. Chitty is well worked 
out, but it is doubtful whether the cir- 
cular auditorium would be very success- 
ful acoustically. A town hall at Ipswich 
by David Hatcher has a good external 
form with a pleasant appreciation of 
contrast and modelling. Some of the plan 
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spaces, however, are very lavish and 
somewhat unrelated to economic neceggj- 
ties. 

A very interesting scheme for a helj- 
copter station (No. 241) by J. R. Carver 
shows a high standard of planning ability 
and must have needed long and studious 
research. Traffic problems and contro] 
are well considered and the general con- 
ception is very good. Other schemes of 
interest are a church by M. G. Ascott 
(No. 46) and a recreation centre at 
Crystal Palace by the same author. 

The fifth-year course provides a study 
of tropical buildings with the involved 
and often delicate social problems. Local 
conditions, materials and climate with 
traditional architectural forms are 
covered, and provide a_ basis which 
should enable the future architect to 
undertake schemes with knowledge and 
sympathetic understanding. 

This exhibition then is interesting and 
informative, and while many schemes 
lack humanity, there is a definite ten- 
dency to appreciate modelling and a 
drift away from mechanical precision. 

There is also a members’ exhibition 
depicting the work of past students, which 
is after all the final test. 

CHARLES PIKE, 


The Prizegiving 
HE annual prize-giving of the Archi- 
tectural Association was held at 36, 
Bedford-square, WC1, on July 15. The 
new President, Mr. Bryan Westwood, 
FRIBA, AADipI!.(Hons.), who — was 
making his first official appearance in 
that office, was in the chair, and the 
prizes were presented by Sir John Maud, 
GCB, CBE, Permanent Secretary, 

Ministry of Fuel and Power. 

Before the prizes were presented, Mr. 
MICHAEL PatrricK, ARIBA, AADipl., 
Principal of the AA School of Architec- 
ture, spoke about the work of the School. 
He said that in the past year there had 
been several innovations, ihe first of 
which was the setting up of the new 
Department of Tropical Architecture, 
The need for new buildings in the tropics 
was enormous, and it would be a tong 
time before there were enough people 
trained for this specialised work. They 
already had a waiting list for the next 
course, he said. Another innovation had 
been the collaboration with the Brixton 
and Hammersmith Schools of Building in 
training facilities for students. ; 

Mr. Pattrick then went on to refer to 
the widening gap between the School's 
income and expenditure, which had 
become apparent in the last few years. 
Earlier approaches for financial aid had 
not been successful, but in the past year 
he could report good progress in the pro- 
vision of scholarships. In this connec: 
tion “ three good things ” had happened: 
despite higher fees, grants-in-aid had 
ensured that no student had had to leave 
for financial reasons; applications to 
enter the School had gone up; and much 
more money had been attracted to 
scholarships and lectureshinps than had 
been expected. 

The architect’s status and prestige, Mr. 
Pattrick continued, was often said to be 
higher overseas than here. If this was 
so it was architects’ own fault, and he 





July 


135 


THE BUILDER 


22 1955 July 22 1955 


vish_ and 
> Necessj- 


r a heli- 
.. Carver 
1g ability 
Studious 
contro] 
eral con- 
lemes of 
. Ascott 
entre at 
yr. 
| a Study 
involved 
1s. Local 
ate with 
NS are 
; which 
litect to 
dge and 


ting and 
schemes 
lite ten- 

and a 
recision. 
‘hibition 
ts, Which 





PIKE. Drawn by E. J. Thring. 
NEW COLONIAL OFFICE, WESTMINSTER. Sir John Burnet, Tait & Partners, architects. 
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suggested that an improvement in the 
standards of design in this country would 
only come about when it was possible for 
all students to spend at least part of their 
training in a full-time school. 

Referring to the problems of National 
Service, he said he believed it was best for 
the student to complete his service before 
commencing his architgctural studies, 
but that for the ex-Service student he 
considered four years’ training would 
be better than five. In architecture, 
aesthetic maturity did not come after a set 
number of years of training: the course 
should aim at maintaining enthusiasm, 
which was essential for creative design. 
Teaching at the moment was too rigid, 
and in this connection the AA School’s 
experiment with the “unit system” had 
been useful, but he did not think it went 
far enough. The School’s average “ end 
product ” was still not nearly as good as 
they would wish, he declared. He made 
the suggestion that students should come 
to the School for one year on trial, and 
if they were not suited to architecture 
they would then be able to change to 
something else while there was still time. 

Sir JoHN Maub, in the course of a 
witty and discursive address to the 
students, implored them, as a client of 
architecture, to believe that clients were 
deserving of more co-operation than they 
usually received; they should, he said, 
regard the client as a potential ally. 

A vote of thanks to Sir John Maud was 
proposed by Mr. R. Gordon, chairman 
of the Students’ Committee. 


List of Awards 
PRIZES AWARDED 
First Year. — Howard Colls Travel Scholarship 
(£40), L. M. Betton. Year Prizes (£1 Is. each), 
E. O. ApgoLtu, L. M. BeLTon, W. R. SIDDONs. 
Second Year.—AA Travel Scholarship (£40), D. J. 
Tucker. Year Prizes (£1 1s. each), I. Fraser, R. S. 
Knott, J. M. Tatsot, P. G. M. THomson, D. J. 
Tucker, J. Wittiams, A. S. WINKLEY. 
Third Year.—Holloway Scholarship (for study in 
some field of building practice) (£180), D. P. Cote. 


AA Travel Scholarship (£40), D. C. SHarp. Year 
Prizes (£1 Is. each), Miss J. BripGwaTer, B. G. 
Brown, P. C. Cuiinton, R. H. Gorpon, A. J. 


MatTTHEs, N. W. QUENNELL, B. M. DE L. YOUNG. 

Fourth Year.—Roland Wilmot Paul Travel Scholar- 
ship (£40), R. Case. RIBA Henry Jarvis Scholarship 
for Construction (£50). K. R. Darpy. Year Prizes 
(£1 Is. each), J. A. Barrow, E. H. CUuLLinan, G. 
Gervis, P. G. Koratek, J. W. Toovey. 

Fifth  Year.—Henry Florence Travel Scholarship 
(£50), W. Gittitt. Year Prizes (£1 Is. each), M. G. 
Ascott. J. G. Cnitty, D. A. HatcHer, H. G 
HERBERT, R. D. JacKSON, A. PENNEY. 

SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS 

King George VI Memorial Fellowship awarded by 
the English-Speaking Union for study in the USA, 
R. D. Jackson. 

Scholarship awarded by the Building Centre to a 
student in the Fourth or Fifth Year for research into 
use of building materials to an approved programme 
(£100), P. G. HopGkINson. 

Le Corbusier Prize (£100), D. Burper. 

Alec Stanhope Forbes Colour Prize for the best 
colour work during the session—books (£5), P. G. M. 
THOMPSON. 

AA Measured Drawing Prize (£20), D. J. Bottoms. 

Medal presented annualiy by the Societe des Archi- 
tects Diplomes par le Gouvernement, Paris, to the 
best Diploma student of the session, C. D. MILNE. 

Prize in Design presented to a student of the Royal 
West of England Academy School of Architecture, 
Bristol (£5 5s.), E. Besris. 

AA _ Diplomas awarded annually to students nomi- 
nated by the Societe des Architectes Diplomes par 
le Gouvernement, Paris, Vo ToaN, MOLYVANN VANN. 


NEW SCHOLARSHIPS TENABLE AT THE AA 

The following scholarships were presented during 
the session:— 

Allied Ironfounders’ Scholarship. Presented by 
the Allied Ironfounders, Ltd. (£75 p.a.), M. S. Hiccs 
(University College School). 

“* Architect and Building News ”’ 

p.a.), J 


Scholarship (£75 
. R. Gostinc (Bancroft School). 
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Eleven scholarships of the total value of £4,125 
presented by groups of members:— 

1933-38 Students’ Scholarship (£75 p.a.), G. M. 
Hatietr (Cheltenham College and School of Art). 

The Graham Laidler Memorial Scholarship. Pre- 
sented by his Fellow Students (£75 p.a.), A. 
Pearce (University College School). 

The remaining nine scholarships, and also the 
following new scholarships, will be awarded during 
the next three or four years: ** Architect’s Journal ”’ 
Scholarship (£75 p.a.); ‘* Architectural Review ” 
Scholarship (£75 p.a.); ** The Builder ’’ Scholarships 
(two each valued £75 p.a.). 

The following studentships have been presented to 
the Department of Tropical Architecture: Higgs and 
Hill, Ltd. (£100); John Laing and Son, Ltd. (two ot 
£50): Yorkshire Copper Works, Ltd. (two of £50): 
Crittals, Ltd. (£50); International Paints, Ltd. (£40). 


IUA 
Fourth Congress at The Hague 


QNE is sometimes tempted to imagine 

an International Congress without 
set speeches, where delegates could meet 
and discuss their problems, compare 
conditions and technical advances in 
design and construction of various types 
of buildings in many lands and, in so 
doing, form personal friendships of 
lasting value. But we have not yet 
reached this ideal. 

The fourth congress of the Interna- 
tional Union of Architects—held at The 
Hague from July 11-18—has, however, 
in the programme of its meetings afforded 
opportunities for such contacts by inter- 
spersing the business meetings with motor 
coach excursions to various places in 
Holland and social occasions, without 
too detailed a programme of sightseeing. 

Thus, the Congress opened (for the 
ordinary member), on Sunday evening, 
July 10, with an enjoyable party given 
by The Hague section of BNA at the 
Chateau oud Wassenaar, a 19th century 
building of rather florid character with 
an attractive garden an,' small lake. 


HOUSING AND PUBLIC 


The official business of the Congress 
started on Monday, July 11, with the 
opening ceremony, in the ancient and 
historic Hall of the Knights at The 
Hague. The first speaker was Hr. Witte, 
the Netherlands Minister of Reconstruc- 
tion and Housing. In the course of his 
address the Minister referred to the con- 
siderable change which had taken place 
during the last ten years in the attitude 
of the public to the housing problem, 
which is now considered, both quantita- 
tively and qualitatively, as one of the 
first tasks to be undertaken by the 
Government. He continued, “In my 
opinion, the comparative position of the 
house is rather unfavourable as com- 
pared with other popular consumption 
goods. Architects should _ therefore 
endeavour to create good, attractive and 
comparatively cheap housing accommo- 
dation.” 

Other addresses were delivered by the 
Burgomaster of The Hague (Hr. Schok- 
king); M. Tschumi, President IUA; 
Hr. van der Steur, President of the 
organising committee of the Congress, 
and Hr. van den Broek, President of the 
Congress, who emphasised the impor- 
tance of the main theme of the Congress, 
saying that the architect’s work in house 
building is not merely a part of his 
creative work but rather a wide field 
which determines the spiritual and archi- 
tectural character of our age. 

As delegates left the Hall they were 
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entertained by a brass band composed of 
students of the Ecole des Beaux-Arts 
of France, attired in an unusual costume 
of bowler hats, football jerseys and black 
tights. 

The work of the Congress continued 
at the nearby seaside resort of Scheven- 
ingen, where most of the meetings were 
held, under three main heads : - 

1. Programme: general and _ national 
trends in housing. Directions given by 
public authorities and their effects on 
architecture. 

2. Projects: Individual __ planning; 
rationalisation, standardisation — and 
modular co-ordination ; equipment and 
its effect on design. 

3. Production: Traditional building 
and its rational evolution; economic 
comparison of building methods ; public 
opinion and its reactions on design and 
construction. 

A special section dealt with the 
Formation of the Architect and his social 
status in the community. 

The first session dealt with the “ For- 
mation of the Architect.” A paper on this 
subject was read by Prof. Dunkel, of 
Zurich, who recently won the competi- 
tion for the Bank of Iraq, Baghdad. 
After reviewing the work done by the 
special committee appointed at the pre- 
vious congress, the speaker referred to 
the remarkable success achieved at 
universities and technical colleges in 
the USA. He thought we were agreed 
that architecture is an abstract art and 
students should be taught to collect and 
store away information to be used later. 
It was also now generally accepted that 
before commencing his technical train- 
ing the student should have a good 
general education. In most countries the 
student had a preliminary test to ascer- 
tain if he possessed the qualities neces- 
sary for success in an_ architectural 
career, followed by a course of five years’ 
training in a school of architecture. 
During this period an important element 
of training is the holding of students’ 
competitions at various stages to develop 
the capacity for composition and design. 


CHANGING STANDARDS 


In the section on “ Housing,” the con- 
clusions reached at the first session were 
that in the field of housing we live in an 
ever-changing world, with no _ final 
standards. Housing which ten years ago 
was considered adequate was now 
obsolete and difficult to let, or sell. 

Later in the afternoon of Monday, 
July 11, members assembled at the 
Municipal Museum at The Hague for 
the inauguration of the exhibition, 
“ Housing 1945-1955.” This consisted of 
panels of photographs and diagrams of 
standard size prepared by the various 
national sections of IUA. A section of 
the exhibition contained designs by 
students of various schools for “A Neigh- 
bourhood Unit,” organised by the IUA. 
Another section illustrated architecture 
in the Netherlands from 1945 to 1955 
and some recent buildings in The Hague. 

The exhibition is interesting as it gives 
a good comparative picture of what has 
been achieved in many countries during 
the last ten years in the field of housing. 

H. P. CART DE LAFONTAINE. 
(To be concluded.) 
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Drawn by Neville Conder. 


DESIGN FOR CREMATORIUM, KIRKCALDY. Neville Conder, ARIBA, architect. 





Drawn by T. A. Greeves. : ay zr 
PROPOSED NEW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ST. COLUMBA, POPLAR. Felix Goldsmith, ARIBA, architect. 


ARCHITECTURE AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY SUMMER EXHIBITION 
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NEW RURAL SCHOOL PROJECT, BUCKS 


Deletion of Time Extension Clause from Contract 


ee County 
Council, who are erecting a pro- 
gramme of Rural Secondary Modern 
Schools in the County under the plans 
announced in October last by the Minister 
of Education, Sir David Eccles, for 
reorganising rural secondary modern 
education, have now placed the first 
contract for a school of this nature. 


The Education Authority and _ their 
architect, Mr. Frederick B. Pooley, FRIBA, 
FRICS, AMTPI, have broken new ground 
by deleting clause 18A in the RIBA Form 
of Contract which entitles the contractor 
to an extension of time when labour and 
materials are in short supply. This step, 
which has been taken with the full co- 
operation of the builders, is one of the 
first post-war contracts from which this 
clause has been omitted. 


The school to which this contract 
omission applies is being built at Great 
Missenden and is the prototype of a plan 
for rural secondary modern schools where 
there is to be a bias on rural science. 
The plan includes a rural science laboratory 
together with green-house, potting shed, 
plant rooms, etc. Another feature of the 
plan is the division of the building into 
three separate units, one of which, the 
assembly hall block, has been so designed 
that it can be used as a self-contained 
building for community purposes. The 
division of the plan into three parts also 
makes it flexible and allows the plan to 
take full advantage of varying site contours. 

At the same time the school at Missenden 
has been used as a “ guinea-pig” in an 
experiment with a view to proving that 
traditional construction, if fully pre- 
planned, can be as quick and as cheap as 
non-traditional methods. An _ ordinary 
public advertisement inviting tenders for 
this job specified that the building cost was 





ey 
—— ad 4s 11-1 


KEY TO BLOCK PLAN: A—assembly, 


dining and music; B—link; C—teaching, 

admin. and cloaks; D—bridge; E—prac- 

tical instruction; F—cycles; G—play- 
grounds. 


not to exceed the Ministry’s ordinary 
ceiling level and was to be finished in six 
months and that the successful contractor 
was therefore to allow in his tender for 
importing labour on to the job. 

It was hoped that the pre-planning would 
off-set the increased cost which would 
normally arise for imported labour. The 
job was fully pre-planned and complete 
working drawings (including half-inch 
sections and full-sized details) were pre- 
pared before tenders were invited. PC 
sums were generally eliminated from the 








BUCKS SCHOOL PROJECT: 


level. 





Special care has been taken in designing the buildings 
for this school at Great Missenden (of which a montage is shown above) to keep to a 
simple form of construction making use of as much off-site labour as possible. With the 
exception of the bridge and assembly hall, the construction is mainly load-bearing brick 
cross walls, with precast concrete slabs at first-floor level and light open web joists at roof 


The assembly hall has light steel trusses on stanchions, and the framing in the 


bridge link will be welded steel tubing. The external cladding will be oiled mahogany with 
painted window frames. 
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bills of quantities, and a wide scope was 
given to the contractor to obtain materials 
from the best sources available to him, 
The tender submitted by Messrs, 
Holloway Bros. (London), Ltd., was 
eventually accepted in the sum of £88,679, 
which figure includes for importation and 
is within the Ministry’s ordinary Ceiling 
cost. The tender was accepted on May 9 
last, and the contract signed on May 10, 
in accordance with the preliminaries to the 
Bill. The building is in traditional con- 
struction and, says Mr. Pooley, it does 
seem at this stage that full pre-planning 
can be linked with the public tendering 
system in such a way that it will reduce 
tender figures and also make a considerable 
saving in building time. Six months for 
an £88,679 project will be as quick if not 
quicker than prefabricated construction. 


BOOK 


APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PAYMENTS. By 
A. E. Telling, MA, and F. H. B. Layfield, 
AMTPI, Barristers-at-Law. 313 pp. in- 
cluding appendix. [London: Butterworth 
and Co. (Publishers) Ltd.] Price 38s. 4d, 


YHIS book gives an interesting and com- 
prehensive survey of the financial aspects 
of planning control from the early legislation 
through the 1947 Act to the recent 1954 
Town and Country Planning Act and the 
Regulations made thereunder. Readers ob- 
tain full value for money as the text does 
not in this case consist of the Act itself with 
annotations of varying length but for the 
greater part consists of a well-written sum- 
mary of the development of the law. The 
Appendices of approximately 80 pages con- 
sist of copies of the relevant forms in use 
and the text of the most recent regulations 
and rules including Land Tribunal Rules and 
1954 Regulations dealing with compensation, 
minerals, mortgages and rent charges. In 
addition there is an adequate dex, a table 
of statutes and a table of cases. 

The main part of the text covers the pro- 
posed recommendations of the Uthwatt 
Report in the earlier years of planning and 
ihe system envisaged by the 1947 Act based 
on the collection of development charges 
and the payment of claims from the global 
fund. The cumulative effect of the 1953 
and 1954 Acts was to destroy this system and 
in its place, to substitute, after certain transi- 
tional payments to compensate those who in 
accordance with the 1947 system had dealt 
with land to their subsequent disadvantage. 
a system of compensation based on refusal 
of planning permission which contained so 
many exceptions that a book of this size 
is fully needed to explain it. The position 
is complicated by the fact that compensation 
is still payable under S.20 of the 1947 Act 
and by the fact that the general rule that 
a claimant should have had an _ accepted 
claim against the £300m. has been waived 
under S.35 where land is compulsorily pur- 
chased. There also exists the distinction 
between local authority and private pur- 
chases which necessarily is the cause of the 
complicated provisions of S.33 for the pro- 
tection of private purchasers. 

These are a few of the many matters 
covered by the Act. For a book of this 
complexity the text is readily understandable 
and there is a great deal which will be of 
use to those who have to safeguard the in- 
terests of business owners. RP. C. 
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Behn THE RIVER POLICE STATION, THE GROVE, BRISTOL 











ules and 
ensation, 
‘ges. In ' . ; ; 
a table for the Watch Committee, HE busy dockland area in the middle of Bristol is 
. constantly patrolled by the river police (a branch of 
the pro- City and County of Bristol the City Police). The present quarters on the Prince 
Uthwatt ; wont Bridge pontoon have become inadequate in every way. 
ning and Site: The new station is sited on the north quay of the 
“4 Reed floating harbour, close to the commercial quarter of 
charges Queen-square. An old ferry slipway provided the nucleus 
e global of the scheme, being capable of extension to form the new 
he 1953 City Architect dock. pn aa a pe bay = Se 
ea ‘KT CON MEREDITH FRIR, accommodation is provided for two 25-ft. Sd 
vapochores J, NELSS Seems Soe enables all minor repairs to be carried out under shelter 
who ie on a new slipway alongside the repair workshop. Off 
ad dealt iia atic ait the workshop are stores for marine fuel and tools, and a 
ventas. 4, h. MACKNESS. ARIBA room is provided for the charging of batteries. — 
Pebnaal Planning: The main feature of the building itself is the 
ined so curved parade room block with the mess and recreation 
his size Assistant Architect room over. The parade room, where the river police 
position G. P. TREGLOWN, ARIBA are mustered, and the mess room are both adequate for 
eeeniinn those occasions when the presence of a larger body of 
947 Act | ae men is required. An artificial respiration room is provided 
whe that | ; Benge cage to deal with people rescued from drowning—a frequent 
ccepted a Oe eee aT task of the river police. The office accommodation is 
waived mainly situated on the first floor, approached by a short 
ily pur- Clerk of Works staircase from the entrance hall. A public office with an 
tinction G. LANE inquiry desk, a sergeant’s room, a report writing room, 
te pur- and a further office are provided at quay level. A deten- 
. of the tion room, for temporary detention only, leads off the 
he pro- } Builders = public office. 
RICHARD COSTAIN, LTD. Construction: The contract began on July 12, 1954, and 
before any work on the dock and slipway could begin, 
— a sheet pile dam had to be constructed across the mouth 
of Oe of the old slipway. The dock bottom, 6 ft. below the 
andable mean water level of the harbour, and the slipway are of 
Posi = } reinforced concrete construction, and the new quay walls 
eins 


P.°€. 
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View of the dock, 


The north (land entrance) front. 
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Inquiry desk (first floor). 


are built of squared pennant stone to match the existing 
quay walls. The construction of the building above 
foundation level is mainly orthodox with load-bearing 
brickwork supporting reinforced concrete floor and roof 
slabs, but owing to the poor nature of the subsoil and the 
presence of underground culverts, the whole building 
sits on ground beams. 

Materials: Externally, sandfaced facing bricks are used 
with panels of lighter-coloured bricks. The standard 
metal windows have reconstructed stone heads and cills, 
and, internally, the entrance lobby and staircase hall are 
built with fair-faced brickwork walls, but elsewhere the 
walls are plastered and painted. The floor finish to the 
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offices is linoleum, and in the other rooms and workshops 
granolithic paving and coloured asphalt floors. A 
solid-fuel boiler with flush panel radiators in all rooms 
provides the heating. The civil engineers for the dock 
slipway were Nott Brodie and Co., Ltd. The contract 
price was £15,981. Sub-contractors and suppliers were:— 
Bricks, London Brick Co.; reconstructed stone, the Gloucester 
Stone Co., Ltd.; metal windows, Row Bros. and Co., Ltd.; asphalt 
and felt roofing, Western Asphalte and Tar Paving Co., Ltd.; 
heating, Bristol Heating and Engineering Co., Ltd.; electrical work, 
Central Electrical (Bristol), Ltd.; reinforcement, Square Grip Rein- 


forcement, Ltd.; domelights, T. ‘and W. Ide, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, 
The Iron and Marble Co., Ltd. 
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AFRICAN HOUSING, NAIROBI 


Use of Pumice for Prefabrication 


wos will begin in Nairobi early in 1956 on the biggest 

single African housing scheme ever undertaken in Kenya, 
The scheme envisages building up to 5,000 prefabricated houses 
for about 25,000 people in three years. 

A new prefabricated technique using pumice blocks will, it 
is expected, cut African housing costs from at least Sh. 25 per 
sq. ft. to Sh. 15 per sq. ft. The new houses are guaranteed to 
last 40 years. The total cost is estimated at £2,366,250, of which 
£1,256,250 is the cost of the houses, £375,000 is for estate services, 
£495,000 for sewers, roads and water, £100,000 for social services 
and the balance is for miscellaneous charges such as interest and 
staff. The scheme, the site of which is 240 acres between East- 
leigh and the industrial areas of the city, will be undertaken 
by the Government of Kenya through contractors and handed 
over to the City Council on completion at a guaranteed cost of 
Sh. 15 per sq. ft. 

There are large reserves of pumice on the slopes of the extinct 
volcano Longonot in the Rift Valley, and in other places, and 
the Central Organisation for the Precasting of Pumice Blocks 
will undertake its manufacture. The Kenya Government Town 
Planning Adviser, Mr. H. Thornley Dyer, FRIBA, AMTPI, 
PO Box 5025, Nairobi, British East Africa, has designed four 
main types of single- and double-storey dwellings for the scheme, 
all of which are planned as either two- or three-room family 
units with individual waterborne sanitation and water supply 
to each house. Designs include three-room semi-detached 
houses on plots measuring 70 ft. by 30 ft., and two-room types 
in single- and double-storey terraces. The proposed construc- 
tion for most houses is in a light reinforced concrete framework 
with lightweight pumice walls as infilling. The structure in all 
cases will be supported clear of areas of black cotton soil on 
short pile foundations. The cheapest house on the estate will 
cost £250. All houses will be painted in coloured emulsion 
paint of different colours which makes the material waterproof, 
and will have steel glazed windows. 

Monthly rents will be Sh. 12°50 to Sh. 13 per person. The 
housing design is such that as the African standard of living rises 
more accommodation will be available for the African and his 
family in an adequate dwelling. Meanwhile, the allocation of 
houses to married men who will be able to let rooms to lodgers, 
reducing their net rental, will be encouraged. Amenities to be pro- 
vided on the estate include social halls, sports grounds, clinics, 
day nurseries and shopping facilities, at a total cost of £100,000. 


if me: 


In the left-hand column, in order from the top down, is a series 
of photographs of a model showing the form of construction 
adopted for the prefabricated 4-roomed house. Above is a view of 
the model from the top, showing kitchen and privy (top left), 
children’s bedroom (bottom left) and living-bedroom (right).. 
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News of the Week 


A 2lst BIRTHDAY 


A PARTY was given by Mr. and Mrs. 
3 J.C. Pritchard to celebrate the 21st 
pirthday of Lawn Road Flats, Hamp- 
stead, on July 14. The flats were designed 
py Professor Wells Coates “to provide 
comfortable living for young professional 
people who would otherwise be con- 
demned to living in digs.” Service is 
provided and there is a club room and 
restaurant. Mr. Pritchard was the moving 
spirit behind the original scheme. 

Professor Walter Gropius came to live 
at Lawn Road on his arrival in England 
in 1934. He has said of the building: 
“We cherished the privilege to be among 
the first to explore the features of this 
radically mew attempt at apartment 
building....For an observing architect 
from abroad this building became an 
exciting housing laboratory, both socially 
and technically. ...” 

Speaking at the party, Dr. NIKOLAUS 
PEVSNER Said that the building of Lawn 
Road Flats in 1934 was an architectural 
milestone. He said that the building 
deserved its party because it was a mani- 
festo. ‘* Getting down to the essentials of 
living without compromise to convention 
is the statement it makes. This will always 
keep it young and remarkable.” 

The celebration of the 21st birthday of 
Lawn Road Flats was a happy (and 


RUSSIAN HOUSING EXPERTS’ 
VISIT.—At the Government’s invitation, 
the first Russian housing delegation to 
visit the United Kingdom since the war 
has arrived in London for a twelve-day 
visit, to see housing and building develop- 


ments. The delegation, which is led by 
Mr. V. F. Promyslov, first deputy chair- 
man of the Moscow Town Soviet and 
chief of the Moscow Building Trust, 
visited the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government for discussions at the 
start of the tour. The photograph shows 
the Minister, Mr. . Duncan Sandys, 
pointing out some interesting features of 
London to members of the Russian 
delegation on a balcony of the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government. 
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THIS NEW OFFICE BLOCK, designed by Howard Crane and Partners, architects, 
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of 7, Buckingham Gate, SW1, is to be erected on the edge of the Green Belt on the 
London side of Oxford as the European headquarters of A. C. Nielsen & Co., market 


research specialists. 


The design has been approved by the Royal Fine Art Com- 


mission as well as the local authorities, and special care has been taken to preserve 


the natural beauty of the site, which is open parkland with many fine trees. 


The 


siting—and in part the design of the building—have been determined by the position 
of these trees, some of which will have to be sacrificed to make room for a proposed 


dual carriage way. 


welded reinforcement, a development which permits of a light open structure. 


The building will be based on a concrete frame with prefabricated 


The 


long rows of windows which are the main feature of the design will be unbroken by 
any heavy vertical supports, and the cladding will be brick and local stone. 


timely) idea and might well be copied 
on behalf of other buildings which still 
have a valid statement to make. 


NEW UNIVERSITY BUILDING 


PLaNs for a new Arts building at the 
University College of the South-West, 
Exeter, for which the architects are Sir 
William Holford and Partners, have been 
approved by the Council of the College. 


METAL WINDOWS INQUIRY 


IN ACCORDANCE with the provisions of 
the Monopolies and Restrictive Practices 
Commission Act, 1953, the chairman of 
the Commission has appointed the fol- 
lowing group to consider and to report 
on the Commission’s reference concern- 
ing the supply of certain standard metal 
windows and doors: Sir David Cairns, 
QC (chairman), Sir Thomas Barnes, Mr. 
J. A. Birch, Mr. W. L. Heywood, Mr. 
I. C. Hill, Professor Sir Arnold Plant, 
Mr. C. E. Wrangham and Sir Richard 
Yeabsley. 


NEW WAGE DEMAND 


DELEGATES representing 100,000 mem- 
bers of the Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trade Workers, at their annual 
conference at Great Yarmouth, on July 
20, carried unanimously a_ resolution 
instructing the executive council “to 
institute a vigorous campaign for an 
increased basic wage.” Extracts from 
Mr. Harry Weaver’s presidential address 
at the conference are given on page 160. 


NATIONAL LIBRARY PROPOSAL 


HOLBORN COUNCIL are to press the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment to hold an independent inquiry into 
the proposal to build a National Library 
at the south front of the British Museum. 


BAGHDAD TEACHING POST 


APPLICATIONS are invited by August 1, 
by the Government of Iraq, Ministry of 
Education, for the post of Professor of 
Architecture at the College of Engineer- 
ing, Baghdad. Basic salary from 200 to 
250 Iraqi dinars a month. Details adver- 
tised elsewhere in this issue. (A dinar is 
worth approximately £1 sterling.) 


APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. JOHN S. RANK, ARIBA, Senior 
Architect, Harlow Development Cor- 
poration, has been appointed Borough 
Architect, Stockport. 


Mr. Olgierd Michal Stepan, a Pole 
who is taking British nationality, has 
been appointed Assistant Architect, 
Lewisham MBC. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


From July 25, the address of Mr. KENNETH 
Woop, ARIBA, AMISE, chartered architect and 
design consultant, will be Merton House, Vine-road, 
Hampton Court, E. Molesey, Surrey (tel; Molesey 
2530). ; 

Mr. REGINALD H. GALLANNAUGH, LRIBA, has moved 
Po ao Queen Anne-street, London, WI (tel.: Welbeck 
5484). 

Messrs. E. C. Harris & PARTNERS, chartered 
quantity surveyors, have taken into partnership Mr. 
DonaLD M. GriTTEN, ARICS, who has served with 
the firm as assistant and later as associated surveyor 
for 18 years. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, July 21, 1855 


RAILWAY COMMUNICATION BETWEEN 
ENGLAND AND FRANCE.—The project of a 
tunnelled railway beneath the Channel 
has been revived. It is now proposed to 
case the walls of the tunnel with iron in- 
stead of masonry, so as entirely to exclude 
water and to allow of the tunnel being 
made on a level from shore to shore, in 
place of falling towards each end to drain 
off the water by help of steam power. 








(CORNWALL is oOver-written and 

painted. The true flavour is hard to 
catch, and very personal, largely because 
Cornwall, like the Celt, tries to be all 
things to all men. The hackneyed fact 
remains, however, that to cross the 
Tamar is to go abroad: and there is no 
half way—either you never really get 
away or you never go back again in 
spirit. As one born there when Academy 
pictures about equalled pilchard boxes 
awaiting dispatch at the station each 
spring, I need hardly define my own 
persuasion: but I may perhaps add that 
I first “‘ met” my father, metaphorically 
speaking, in the pages of a con- 
temporary’s book, where he was repre- 
sented more or less as playing a trout 
with one hand and taking a rubbing of 
a rune-stone with the other. Since then, 
heredity has gone the full family circle, 
and that’s still my Cornwall. 

For present purposes, however, I must 
narrow it down and cast neither 
unseasonable fly nor eye on an intriguing 
8th century “dig” seen, for instance, in 
passing. My host on this occasion (fellow 
architect turned writer) has no official 
or professional affiliations other than 
some local conversions, including his own 
good, foursquare farmhouse, with appur- 
tenances, above my native village. He 
retains, however, a watchful eye, relaxes 
by means of a fast open car, shares my 
taste for exploration and, since that 
leads naturally to pubs, my views on 
them—notably that, pace a glossy con- 
temporary, bug-brown varnish isn’t the 
complete answer though, conversely, it 
will never get better if you pickle it. If 
this place-tasting was not to become pub- 
crawling, however, a better peg was 


needed. Having once read an article 
postulating (rather inconclusively) a 
“new architectural vernacular” for 


Cornwall, I set out to test my feeling that 
this was closer under its authors’ noses 
than they thought. 


“ PICTURESQUENESS ” 

It has been said that Cornwall has 
no architecture—“ like Wales” it is apt 
to be added, though comparison of those 
quite dissimilar Celtries is seldom valid, 
as I know from several years’ living in 
each. It is untrue: but it demands per- 
haps a more liberal viewpoint than most 
architects—and certainly the Georgian- 
groupers—are prepared to afford. It is 
perhaps a painter’s rather than a plan- 
ner’s dish of tea (hence the pyramids 
of the great unhung) and this inevitably 
prompts “‘picturesqueness.” In these days 
of Social Realism in art, I'm not sure 
that that is as rude a word as it used 


to be, and I’m still dubious about 
“ popular art.” 
But I think the right one for the 


architectural vernacular is in the verbal 
idiom itself. In my boyhood the fisher- 
wives ‘“ down-along” used to de-shoal 
their small-fry for meals or bed with 
the cry, “come you hoam, my _ ugly- 
’andsome.” Ugly-handsome is the word 
for that home too, and Cornwall’s archi- 
tecture is essentially domestic, though 
modified for farmer, fisherman and 
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A Re-skimming of Cornwall 


miner: lushed up perhaps for the homing 
forty-niner or retired captain or mer- 
chant, and expanded for public and 
non-domestic building in the sense that 
the barque was merely bigger than the 
ketch and carried more sail. The ear- 
marks are an endearing doric clumpi- 
ness: severe and _ oddly © scholarly 
classicism: a shipshape neatness of 
simple finish and, in detail, a respectful 
nod at “ up-along ” fashion and sophisti- 
cation as ritual in its childlike gravity 
as a Victorian bonnet—and often as 
“ Methody ” in its austerity. 


NINETEENTH -CENTURY LEGACY 
I write, of course, of the nineteenth 
century’s legacy—there is little other— 
which is as much of Cornish as of 
Coalbrookdale provenance in its stone- 
and-cast-iron explicitness. This century 
has not succeeded in obscuring it: its 
origin was of course functional, shelter 
being the prime consideration ; even -the 
“soft” Cornish weather can_ soften 
tougher fibres than the seaweed hung at 
the door. Pitches are therefore low, and 
lines hug the contours and crouch in the 
clefts. Fenestration (so to dignify the 
grudging embrasures preferred by those 
whose daily round ensured a bellyful of 
fresh air) was calculated as much for 
watch-ports as to admit light, and the 
characteristic tall, glazed-cheeked dor- 
mers afforded a seaward view for other 
than aesthetic reasons: but the windows 
came in the right places also architectur- 
ally. Even Cornwall’s reputation for 
semi-tropical flora is largely the product 
of glass porches which were a_ wind- 
break before they were a hot-house. 

The formula agglomerates well—into 
terraces, courts, stepped alleys and com- 
positions as theatrical as any Siena or 
Perugia, blue shadows on stark white 
substituting suggestive blood-red on tan 
walls. In materials, local geology calls the 
tune. Stone, and the way of its use, are 
apt to the Celt. Here it is “ granite and 
the metamorphic aureole surrounding 
it,” I believe (you too can get one of 
those highly decorative maps from the 
Geological Museum! ) of which Corn- 
wall has enough and to spare. What is 
left shows through the green and absorbs 
back into itself what men have made 
of it. Colour therefore comes into it as 
well : this granite is pale, even without 
the successive coats of white- or colour- 
wash blurring arrisses and quoins. The 
slates which cover it are also silver-white, 
even without the cement slurry which 
in time is necessitated for weathertight- 
ness. But whether because of the local 
sand and aggregate, or the coastal light, 
even concrete and rendering are not the 
khaki horrors of Peacehaven, and the 
shimmering whiteness of Cornwall is as 
characteristic as that of Venice. 

In other ways the Italian comparison, 
though overdone for travel-poster pur- 
poses, is apt. Naples and the southern 
towns are packed sugar-fondants: Rome 
and northwards is baked clay sherds 
spilled on hilltops. In Cornwall, the build- 
ings are what I think the miner calls 
“leached out” of the subsoil. 
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So much for the foundations on Which 
I think any Cornish vernacular mys 
build. Little seems needed from beyonq 
the Tamar. Under it sleeps that othe 
Cornwall—megalithic and watchful. The 
mining which threw it up is gone, though 
happily a wheel-house, beam and stack 
at Redruth is at least to be preserved, 
The fishing is mainly “trawling fo; 
tourists” and the cars park where the 
pilots used to pace. But farming Prospers 
and the Guernseys (of both types) are 
well rounded. Middle-aged tolerance 
even finds the hotels well assimilated, 
and the chapels less bitter-black than jn 
Wales, where they seem to colour the 
serge and even the souls of their People, 


I have admittedly treated here of 
small area of western uplands, but the 
formula travels well below the tree-line 
and into the boskage, as along the upper 
reaches of the Fal. If you suspect 
reaction, and want to link it with to-day, 
here are two keys. At St. Mawes (of 
all places) I saw white lettering of 
Victorian “ Egyptian” type on a white 
fascia legible only by the shadows of 
its gilt edges. It could have come off 
the stern-counter of a Falmouth boat, 
but I had to look twice to believe it 
read “ Television” and I'll warrant jt 
was a local product and not a preserva: 
tionist’s. Then, I found forgotten in the 
pocket of my duffle a fragment of 
granite flowered with yellow _ lichen, 
Small things, perhaps, but here I think is 
the vernacular of Cornwall, and the vein 
seems worth the re-assay. 


BASIL MARRIOTT, 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


STUDIES IN THE FUNCTIONS AND DESIGN 
oF HospitaLs. Report of an Investigation 
sponsored by the Nuffield Provincial Hos- 
pitals Trust and University of Bristol. 
(London: Oxford University Press.) 
Price 63s. 

WHILLANS’S TAX TABLES AND TAX 
RECKONER, 1955-56. (London: Butterworth 
and Co. (Publishers), Ltd.) Price 5s. 


«x Books reviewed jn these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash — (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


CITY OF LONDON OFFICES 

THE Common Council of the City of 
London has been recommended by the 
Guildhall Reconstruction Committee to 
accept the tender of Messrs. Trollope 
and Colls, Ltd., amounting to £899,700, 
for the erection of the superstructure of 
the proposed ten-storey office block to 
the north of Guildhall. The same firm of 
contractors are already carrying out 
foundation work on the site for the new 
building, which will house the staff of 
the Corporation dispossessed since the 
bombing of their former offices on the 
same site. Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, OM, 
RA, FRIBA, is the architect for the 
scheme, a perspective of which was 
exhibited in the Royal Academy Exhi- 
bition of 1952 (illustrated in our issue 
of May 9, 1952). 
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SWEDEN’S H55 
EXHIBITION 


By J. Grindrod 


THE Swedish -H55 Exhibition at 
Helsingborg has been heralded as 
ihe most complete exhibition of archi- 
ecture, design and industrial art to be 
geld in Sweden since the famous Stock- 
holm Exhibition of Arts, Crafts and 
Jdeal Homes in 1930. Opened by King 
Gustaf Adolf on June 10, the exhibition 
yill remain open till August 28. 
Responsible for the layout of the 
housing section have been the architects, 
Torbjérn Olsson and Sven Silow, and 
the Swedish contribution includes a 
gneral introduction with town plans and 
yale models, a model of a house of 
the atrium type and five full-scale com- 
pletely furnished, one-storey houses. All 
five are built with prefabricated elements 
—Siporex and Ytong light concrete, Nya 
Asfalt and Sigmasystem concrete and 
Elementhus wooden elements. In the 
Ytong house, the kitchen, bathroom 
and laundry are grouped together in a 
“wet zone.” There is one cosy all-pur- 
pose family living-room, while in the 
kitchen is displayed a novel Husqvarna 
cooker with three plates in a row and a 
separate oven at a convenient height. 
The spacious five-room Siporex terrace 
house, built by a team of three men in 
about 50 hours, includes a combined 
bathroom-laundry and a garage. 

On-the-site assembling of prefabricated 
elements, which is also becoming more 
common in the construction of apart- 
ment houses, is demonstrated by HSB 
and the Skanska Cementgijuteriet, while 
the Swedish Co-operative Union, and its 
affiliate Gustavsbérgs Fabriker, demon- 
strate how the interior of old housing 
units can be rebuilt to suit modern 
requirements. Prefabricated aluminium 
elements for fagade coating are shown 
by the firm of EluminperspeKtiv. 
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Seven other countries participate in 
the housing section. Denmark, Finland, 
France, Great Britain, Japan, Switzer- 
land and Western Germany each display 
a fully furnished apartment which has 
been chosen as representative of con- 
temporary and future trends in house 
building and interior decoration by their 
industrial design organisations. 

The H55 Exhibition has been arranged 
in close collaboration between the City 
of Helsingborg and the Swedish Society 
of Industrial Design. The managing 
director of the society, architect Ake 
Huldt, is its secretary general. 


No fewer than 1,250 Swedish prefab- 
ricated timber houses have been erected 
in Australia during the past few years, 
according to Mr. Ake Sundell, a Swedish 
construction specialist in Sydney. In 
Brisbane, 500 of these are grouped 
together in an area known as “ Swedish 
Town.” Increased tariffs and greater 
local production, however, have now 
practically ruled out the import of 
Swedish timber houses into Australia. 


CERTIFIED CARPENTERS 
Award of Certificates 


Tue Incorporated British Institute of Cer- 
tified Carpenters have announced the follow- 
ing preliminary awards of certificates and 
book prizes (value 2 gns.) for 1955 as judged 
by section officers : — 


Central Section.—H. Bowtell, Building Crafts Train- 
ing School (scale model hammer beam roof truss). 

North-Eastern Section —R. M. W. Veasey, Gran- 
tham Technical College (portion of swing door, frame 
and jamb lining in oak). : : 

Western Section.—J. Goodman, Cardiff Technical 
College (corner of bank counter). 

Midland Section.—T. G. Gloster, Coventry Tech- 
nical College (portion of lantern light with roof trim- 
ming and lining). Mr. Gloster also won the premier 
award of certificate, medal and book prize (value 
3 gns.) for the same exhibit. 

Scottish Section. —E. D. MacVarish, Dundee Trades 
College (half-scale panelled door in oak). 

West Scottish Section.—G. Suthie, Cambuslang 


School of Building (inlaid pew end with seat and 
bookboard). 

Northern Section.—A. W. Kirton, Stockton Tech- 
nical College (five-panelled door in mahogany and 
oak). 





The Siporex terrace house at the H55 exhibition. 
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“ARCHITECTURE TO-DAY” 
Regent-street Poly Prizegiving 


THE annual diploma presentation cere- 

mony of the Polytechnic School of 
Architecture, Surveying and _ Building, 
Regent-sireet, Wl, was held on July 15. 
The chair was taken by Mr. B. C. Studd, 
president of the Polytechnic, and the dis- 
tribution of awards made by Lord 
Faringdon. 

In his address, LoRD FARINGDON declared 
that architecture was becoming a more diffi- 
cult profession than it had been in the past. 
There had been a time when a good know- 
ledge of classical proportions had been 
more than sufficient for the practice of 
architecture, and an accepted part of the 
knowledge of every person considered to 
be well educated. The client knew what he 
wanted, and by keeping to the rules the 
architect was sure that he would not be far 
wrong. 

“These days you do not have the same 
conditions,” Lord Faringdon continued. 
“You have to work not only with new 
materials but with new _ proportions. 
Classical buildings have an innate sense of 
proportion derived from an eye for the 
right and the exquisite, and a knowledge of 
classical proportion is an excellent basis cn 
which to judge the proportions of the future. 
I do not suggest that you go out and build 
neo-Georgian monstrosities around the 
country. That has been, and is still being 
done by many architects. If you wish to 
see for yourself, pay a visit to the Royal 
Academy and look at some of the drawings 


exhibited . or take a walk down the 
Embankment.” 

However, contemporary architecture 
brought its own problems. Very few 


modern materials took on a nice patina with 
age, and it was necessary to take into 
account the climate in which the buildings 
were to be erected. Sometimes this was 
not done, and a notable example was the 
United Nations building in New York. 

“You will have fights to fight in the 
future,” emphasised Lord Faringdon. ‘“ You 
must use diplomacy and persuade your 
clients that what they may be wanting is 
not in the long run the best thing for them- 
selves. You must ensure that people take 
an interest in architecture and understand 
what it is that you are trying to do. To-day, 
a great deal of what you build may bring 
criticism from the uninitiated. The ordinary 
person, knowing nothing about architecture, 
seems to willingly accept buildings of no 
charm, beauty or proportion whatsoever. In 
previous times, a nodding knowledge of 
architecture was possessed by every educated 
person. How much better it would be if 
those conditions still held good, and there 
was a universal knowledge of the essentials 
of architecture.” 


LIST OF AWARDS 


International Paints, Ltd.: First Year, Malcolm 
Ferguson; Second Year, Michael Haskoll; Third Year, 
John Kennett; Fourth Year, Neil Coates. 

RICS Prizes for Quantities: 1954, John Ellis. 
Students recommended for the 1955 awards: First, 
Charles Wheeler; Second, Jimmy Peppiatt. 

Walpamur Prize for the Best Student of Colour: 
Day School, John Kennett (£20); Evening Schoel, 
Bernard Wili (£20). 

The Banister Fletcher Prize (for the evening 
student obtaining highest marks in the RIBA Final 
Examinations—awarded for the first time): Alat 


Thomas recommended to receive the 1954-55 award, 

of a value approximately £50. F 
The Worshipful Company of Carpenters’ Travelling 

Scholarship (£100): i 


Brian Bunting. 
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ENGINEERING RESEARCH 
Open Days at BRS 


HE Building Research Station, DSIR, 

held a series of open days on July 15, 
18 and 19, to enable design engineers to see 
the work being carried out in the Engineer- 
ing and Soil Mechanics Divisions. 

Introducing the exhibition to the Press, 
SiR HERBERT MANZONI, CBE, MICE, chair- 
man of the Building Research Board, said 
that whilé this country was noted for the 
quality of its research work it was not 
noted for its subsequent development. He 
said that the object_of this exhibition was 
to foster the development of the progress 
achieved by the staff of the Building 
Research Station. 

The main theme of the exhibition was 
that structural engineers are no_ longer 
restricted to rule-of-thumb methods in their 
designs. They can now use more exact 
techniques and build structures strong 
enough for the job they have to do, but 
much more economical in materials. 


The challenge to the research workers 
was the common knowledge that most 
structures were built far too strongly. It 
was stated that building regulations have 
always had to play safe to ensure structural 
stability. The strength of the building 
materials, the quality of workmanship, and 
the knowledge of designers all being sub- 
ject to wide variation, the regulations have 
had to assume a combination of the worst 
circumstances to make sure that no struc- 
ture was likely to have a weak point. 
Moreover, it is chiefly on building matertals 
themselves—bricks, steel, timber, concrete— 
or on simple isolated members—walls, 
columns, beams—that strength tests have 
been carried out. Any increase in strength 
obtained when members are jointed to- 
gether and interact as parts of a structure 
has been ignored, for it could not be 
calculated. 

The problem then, has been to develop 
standards of quality of materials and to 
find out more about how completed struc- 
tures behave. Investigations covering both 
these aspects have been pursued during the 


A model shell roof under load. 
80 per cent. of failing load. 


This cracking occurred at 
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last 30 years at the Building Research 
Station. The results of this work are being 
incorporated in revisions of building 
regulations and in codes of practice. 

In progress at the exhibition were full- 
scale or nearly full-scale tests on normal 
reinforced-concrete and prestressed con- 
crete members, on a brick masonry pier, 
a single-panel steel frame and on com- 
posite floor systems; as well as other tests 
using small-scale models. 

Special displays illustrated recent contri- 
butions by the Station to the methods of 
designing load-bearing masonry walls, rein- 
forced-concrete structures, and foundations, 
that are recommended in the latest codes of 
practice, and to methods of rigid steel-frame 
and bridge-deck design offering similar 
possibilities of economy. 


BUILDING MATERIALS PRICES 


Increases in June 


THE following table, based on figures 
given in the Board of Trade Journal of 
July 16, show the price indices for building 
and civil engineering materials, house build- 
ing materials, and imperted softwood from 
June, 1954, to June, 1955, inclusive. 

The indices for building and civil engi- 
neering and house building materials rose 
last month (June) by 0.4 per cent. and 0.7 
per cent. respectively, mainly on account 
of higher prices for certain types of bricks, 
imported softwood and some metal items. 
PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF MATERIAL USED 

IN BUILDING, JUNE 30, 1949 = 100 
(Average of daily or weekly prices throughout the month) 








Building and House | Imported 
Civil Building | Softwood 
1954 | Engineering Materials | (delivered to 
| Materials | consumers) 
June... 131.3 130.4 143.4 
July —...| 131.4 131.0 144.3 
August ...| $31.3 131.1 | 144.2 
Sept. 132.0 131.7 | 146.9 
Oct. 132.8 | 132.2 | 147.1 
Nov. 133.1 | 132.5 | 150.9 
Dec... ..: 133.5 | 133.1 152.0 
1955 | 
Jan. 134.2 | 133.7 153.6 
Feb... 135.0 | 134.2 | 153.9 
March ... 135.2 | 134.4 | 153.9 
April 136.0 | 135.5 153.9 
May 136.0" | 135.6* 153.9 
June 136.6* | 136.5* | 156.2 





* Provisional figure 
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COSTS OF INDUSTRIAL 
BUILDINGS 


Inland Revenue’s Index 


THE BOARD OF INLAND REVENUE havVe pr. 
pared an index of the costs of construction 
of industrial buildings from 1896 calculated 
in terms of 1914 prices, which are Tepre- 
sented as 100 per cent. This has been 
supplied to HM Inspectors of Taxes Purely 
with a view to facilitating the settlement of 
claims to allowances under Part I of the 
Income Tax Act, 1945, in cases where 
records of costs of construction are no 
longer available. The index is given below, 


INDEX OF BUILDING COSTS IN TERMS OF 
1914 PRICES 


Year Index Year Index 
1896 85 1933 158 
1897 87 1934 165 
1898 91 1935 173 
1899 96 1936 182 
1900 98 1937 194 
1901 94 1938 201 
1902 91 1939 19] 
1903 91 July, 1945 360 
1904 90 Jan., 1946 395 
1905 90 Oct., 1946 400 
1906 89 July, 1947 408 
1907 91 Oct., 1947 420 
1908 90 Dec., 1947 451 
1909 88 June, 1948 451 
1910 88 Dec., 1948 457 
1911 89 Mar., 1949 462 
1912 92 June, 1949 462 
1913 98 Dec., 1949 467 
1914 100 June, 1950 482 
1920 333 Dec., 1950 487 
1921 257 June, 1951 543 
1922 187 Dec., 1951 559 
1923 174 June, 1952 587 
1924 202 Dec., 1952 581 
1925 224 Feb., 1953 593 
1926 207 June, 1953 593 
1927 192 Dec., 1953 593 
1928 190 Feb., 1954 590 
1929 189 Mar., 1954 593 
1930 187 May, 1954 601 
1931 180 June, 1954 601 
1932 170 Sept., 1954 607 
Notes:— 


(1) No figures are given for the years 1915 to 
1919 and 1940 to 1944 because of the wide varia- 
tion in prices from time to time and place to place 
during those periods. 

(2) The figures shown in the table are approxi- 
mate only. It is not intended that in arriving 
at estimates of cost in particular cases they should 
be adhered to meticulously, or applied without 
due regard being had to any other evidence that 
may be available as to what is a reasonable figure. 





Concrete-encased steel frame subjected to a racking load. 


The panel infilling considerably increases its strength. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing Policy 

pppnine the first five months of this 

year about 107,000 houses were com- 
pleted in England and Wales’ This was 
announced by Mr. DuNCAN SANDYS, Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government, 
when answering questions in the Commons 
on July 12 on a variety of aspects of his 
housing policy. 

Mr. Sandys told Mr. James Johnson that 
in the period local authorities had com- 
pleted about 68,000 of that total and private 
enterprise had completed about 39,000. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked if the Minister was 
aware that his policy of building houses for 
sale was removing labour from council 
estates, and that many local authorities, 
such as the Buckinghamshire County Coun- 
cil, could not even get tenders for building 
council estates. Was it the doctrinaire 
policy of the Government slowly but 
surely to kill building by local authorities? 

Mr. SANDYS said that so far as any 
action by the Government was concerned 
there was no reason why local] authorities 
had not been able to build as many houses 
this year as they had last year. There had 
been some difficulty because of the weather 
in the earlier part of the year, but apart 
from that there was no reason why the 
work should not be done. 

Mr. HUGH GAaITSKELL asked if the Minis- 
ter was aware that many councils controlled 
by Labour majorities had been told by the 
department that they may not build as 
many houses as they wished. Was he also 
aware that compared with a year ago there 
were now about 40,000 fewer houses under 
construction? Was he prepared to do 
something about that, and to relax the 
restrictions which he had imposed on 
Labour councils? 

Mr. SANpDyYS said that what Mr. Gaitskell 
said did not affect the reply given to Mr. 
Johnson. Mr. Gaitskell was referring to 
authorisations. Those that had been issued 
to date were sufficient to allow local 
authorities to build as many council houses 
this year as they did last year. 

Mr. JOHNSON pressed the Minister for an 
answer to his suggestion that there were 
local authorities who could not get ten- 
ders for building the council houses for 








oad. 
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which he had given them an allocation be- 


cause the necessary labour had _ been 
“stolen” by builders building houses for 
sale. 


MR. SANDYS said that he did not know of 
any particular cases. If Mr. Johnson 
wished to draw his attention to any he 
would be glad to examine them. There 
were other things to build apart from 
council houses. 

Mr. Douc tas Jay asked for an assurance 
that no local council this year would be 
prevented by his department from building 
as many dwellings as it did last year. 

Mr. Sanpys: That is quite a different 
question. 


“CHANGED OUTLOOK” ALLEGED 


Mr. HERBERT Morrison, deputy leader 
of the Opposition, asked if it was not new 
for the Government to take the line that 
there were other things to do in addition to 
building council houses. Did they not, in 
fighting the 1951 general election, imply 
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that there was nothing else to do but build 
houses? Why were they now getting a 
more spread-over outlook on buildings? 

Mr. SANpys said that at the 1951 elec- 
tion the Government had given an under- 
taking that they would raise the level of 
house building to 300,000 houses a year. 
They had built a lot more than that last 
year, and this year would do the same. 

DAME FLORENCE MHORSBRUGH, former 
Minister of Education, said that only a 
short time ago the Labour Party were say- 
ing that the Government were taking too 
much labour and materials from school 
building to house building and should 
reduce house building in favour of schools. 

Mr. HERBERT BUTLER asked the Minister 
for how many houses building authority 
was sought by local authorities in 1955; 
for how many it was granted; and for how 
many it was refused. 

Mr. SANDYS: In many cases authorisa- 
tions are made before the receipt of any 
application. In others, the building pro- 
gramme is settled through informal dis- 
cussion between the regional representatives 
of my Ministry and the local authorities 
concerned. Any figures which I might 
quote would therefore be incomplete or 
misleading. 


SLUM CLEARANCE 


Mr. BarTLey asked why the application 
made by Chester-le-Street RDC for an 
allocation of 100 houses to deal with slum 
clearance had been refused by the Ministry. 

Mr. Sanpys: In authorising local author- 
ity housebuilding all relevant facts are 
taken into account; but no separate alloca- 
tions are made for particular purposes. 

Mr. BARTLEY said that in spite of all that 
this local] authority had done about housing 
there were still large numbers of people liv- 
ing in houses which had been condemned 
since 1938, and with the present allocation 
the people in those houses could not be given 
alternative accommodation. In view of that 
he urged the Minister to reconsider his de- 
cision and grant the 100 houses -requested 
by the local authority. 

Mr. SANpDys said that the council con- 
cerned had not yet sent him their proposals 
for slum clearance. When they were re- 
ceived he would re-examine the matter 
again. Meanwhile he could assure Mr. Bart- 
ley that the council was not being held up 
because of a lack of authorisations. It was 
not, he added, a question of how many 
houses had been applied for, but of what 
progress had been made in building the 
houses for which there were already 
authorisations. 

Mr. HERBERT MorRISON asked whether 
the House was to understand from these and 
other replies that the Government were put- 
ting the brakes on local authority housing 
to take them off private enterprise housing, 
or other things unrelated to housing. Why 
were the Government so persistently stop- 
ping local authority housing in many cases? 

Mr, SANDYS said that that was not correct. 

BRIGADIER CLARKE asked the Minister to 
give an assurance that he would sanction 
all applications for building in the bomb- 
damaged cities that still had large numbers 
on the waiting lists for houses. 

Mr. SaNpDys: No. I can, however, assure 
Brigadier Clarke that I will not overlook the 
special problems of these cities. 
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Mr. Gower asked the Minister what pro- 
gress had been made during the past 12 
months in the release of properties held 
under requisition or otherwise by or on be- 
half of his department; and if he would make 
a statement. 

Mr. SANDys: About 10,000 properties were 
released between May 31, 1954, and June 5, 
1955. On June 6, 1955, the remaining 58,000 
properties were transferred to local authori- 
ties in accordance with the Requisitioned 
Houses Act. 


Monopolies and Restrictive Practices 


MPHE conflict between the Government 

and the Opposition about the methods 
to deal with monopolies and restrictive 
practices in trade and industry was 
sharpened by their respective interpretations 
of the majority and minority findings of the 
Monopolies Commission in their report on 
collective discrimination, which was debated 
in the Commons on July 14. 

Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT, President of 
the Board of Trade, took the opportunity 
of presenting the Government motion 
welcoming the report as a basis for formulat- 
ing their proposals to outline some of their 


intentions. He was critical of the majority 
report. He detected an “odour of 
criminality” in some paragraphs, and 


seemed to find an absence of a solution to 
the question of individual resale price main- 
tenance, which had been examined on three 
occasions in the last 30 years, and which 
manufacturers, distributors, consumers and 
the trade union movement had believed to 
be in the national interest. The minority 
report favoured registration of the practices, 
followed by a continuation of the case by 
case approach which the Government were 
pursuing under existing procedure. 

Having posed the merits of the two sec- 
tions of the report, he then went on to 
outline what the Government would do. 
They intended, he said, to take power under 
existing legislation to require the registra- 
tion of restrictive practices which they would 
from time to time specify. On the one hand 
they would not limit themselves to those 
mentioned in the report, nor would they 
require all restrictive practices to be regis- 
tered together. They would select those they 
wanted in the order they wanted. 

Included among the early registrations 
would be those mentioned in the report 
and agreements fixing common pres. Once 
the registration authority had called for 
registration of any particular class of agree- 
ment, if the firms wished to operate or con- 
tinue to operate they would have to register. 
The tribunal, with the information which 
the register made available, would call on 
them to come forward and make out a case 
for that particular practice. 

TWO CRUCIAL ISSUES 

Two crucial issues arose. Where did the 
presumption lie and what guidance should 
be given to the tribunal? These practices 
in one form or another were all in restraint 
of trade, and, as such, were of their nature 
liable at any rate to operate against the 
public interest. The answer seemed not to 
declare them crimes or fix an arbitrary date 
on which all practices should cease, but to 
place the onus of showing they were in the 
public interest fairly and squarely on the 
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shoulders of the men who wished to use their climax. It had become clear that AFRICAN HOUSING 
them. rural reorganisation would cost £10m. to Mr. JAMES JOHNSON asked the Secretary 

The applicant would argue his case in £15m. more than was originally contem- of State for the Colonies, what would be 
front of the tribunal, and if it decided in his plated, largely because many of the new the saving to the North Rhodesian Govern. 
favour he could go on subject to any con- secondary schools needed for this purpose ment in withdrawing their subsidy from HE 
ditions or modifications laid down, or if it had to serve both town and country. African housing; what proportion of this T Er 
came down against him the practice must The Government had accepted this would be used to help Africans to build Three € 
stop. In any method some exceptions would jncreased programme, said Sir David, but their own houses; and what number of years O 
have to be allowed. could not agree to compress into two or houses approximately of this kind would be ; 

He would welcome discussion about the three years instead of five, as some local built in the coming fiscal year. 
type of tribunal, and presented three ques- authorities wished to do. He would not, Mr. LeNNox-Boyp, in a written reply on ig 
tions for the House to consider: Should the therefore, be able to approve for 1956-57 all July 13, said: About £60,000 will be saved to . é 
final decision be made by a judge or a the projects for rural reorganisation which jn the present financial year; as the subsidy - aa 
Minister? Should there be a right of appeal? authorities had put forward for that year, has at present only been halved, the saving - 5 
And what repercussions would this have on but he would ask authorities to plan the for future years will be greater. The |, sh 
the existing commission? remainder so they might all be started Government has provided £20,000 for a pe 

SON Mer oR ; within the five-year period. pilot scheme to enable Africans to build pane 

“ REPUGNANT” TRADE COURTS Mr. Kina asked the Minister of Educa- their own homes with the help of loans piddullt 

Much public criticism was directed to the tion, how many projects or instalments of from local authorities; and it is also ccheme 
manner in which these things were done projects designed to expand the facilities for lending large sums to local authorities to remis¢ 
as well as to their purpose. In the case of technical education were submitted to him build permanent houses for renting to Fanley 
private trade courts he acknowledged the as a result of Circular 283; how many were &Mployers. About 3,500 are to be built in Staffs 
desire of those who had such organisations added to the 1955-56 programme; how many the present financial year. ether 
to be fair, but there was something rather are to be included in the 1956-57 pro- HOUSES LACKING AMENITIES town r 
repugnant in that system, and the Govern- gramme; and how many deferred beyond success 
ment’s judgment was that even where a 1956-57. Mr. JoHN MacLeop asked the Secretary lish C 
ruling was obtained from a tribunal that Sir Davip Ecctes, replying on July 14, of State for Scotland, how many houses in church 
a particular practice should continue, some said: Of 220 projects submitted, 46 to the Ross and Cromarty were without water and During 
radical alteration in this arrangement should value of £2.5(m) were added to the 1955-56 indoor sanitation. archite 
occur. programme, about 60 estimated to cost Mr. J. Stuart, in a written reply on July operat 

The procedure which Mr. Thorneycroft about £9(m) are to be included in the 1956- 14, stated: Precise figures are not available, Hospit: 
sketched to the House was opposed by 57 programme and the rest are to be but it is estimated that roughly 6,000 houses 
Labour speakers on the ground that it would deferred. in the landward area of the county are with- 
take too long to carry out to be of any ic Bion cee shed che ee indoor water supplies and 7,000 are Me 
effect. ha detek “eaten ae a cs without water closets. ae 

After a long debate in which the Attorney- 2S oe Oo aa Leeds 
es é - PS ; is aioe included in the 1954-55 and 1955-56 school +> ] +> ] firm 
General denied that the Government’s pro- building programmes, respecti HOUSE PURCHASE WARNING — 

ih gré , Tespectively. a 
cedure would be lengthy, the Opposition : Dangers of Restricting Credi age a 
amendment was rejected by 316 votes to sig Davip Ecctes: The value of minor 2 ee ee Shaple 
255, and the motion agreed to. The Govern- Projects on primary and secondary schools SPEAKING at Birmingham on July 15, at Mr. 
ment having got the basis for their policy %PProved during the financial year 1954-55 the half-yearly meeting of the Midland ing th 
will now consider the legislation they will W#S £6,264,000. I cannot forecast the cor- Federation of Building Trades Employers, ments 
introduce. When it will come will be a "sponding figure for the current year, since Mp Harvey G. Frost, OBE, National grount 
matter of speculation among many members t do not now impose a limit on the total president, said: “I must warn the Govern- Colles 
during the summer recess, which will begin “™ount of this type of werk which local ment that their policy of restricting credit, of At 
on July 28 and end on October 25. education authorities may undertake. unless wisely operated, is bound seriously to practi 
: jeopardize the private enterprise housing vice-p 
School Building Programme OTHER BUSINESS campaign, to which they are committed. Societ 
M4s0R projects for the schoolbuilding SMOKE ABATEMENT “ There can be no question of a temporary societ 
ig programme amounting to £60m. will Mr. MIKARDO asked the Minister of Hous- halt, because many of the smaller builders 
be approved for 1956-57, the Minister of ing and Local Government when he expected who contribute most to the number of houses 
Education announced in the House of to make a detailed announcement on action for sale will, unless their prospective pur- We 
Commons on July 15. Sir Davip EccLes, which he proposed to take on the Beaver chasers can borrow, be forced out of busi- of M 
who was replying to a question by Mr. Committee report on air pollution. — ro — hot haagonadt on Ju 
Burden, said that this compared with £60m. Mr. SANDYS, in a written reply on July 12, es y 1. — g o niche ft te the 
for the current year and about £48m. for stated: The preparation of the Government’s a a — Benfi 
1954-55. It should, he stated, enable local proposals for legislation in this matter is eile Du 
authorities to meet their essential commit- now well advanced. SLUM CLEARANCE firm 
ments for new places, and to start by March, ? sible 
1957, nearly half of the enlarged five-year SIZES OF NEW HOUSES Large Programme at Merseyside inclu 
jitincauaaneadh of rural reorganisation. MR. BLENKINSOP asked the Minister of THOUSANDS OF HOUSES on Merseyside scien 
; The Minister pointed out that the biggest Housing and Local Government, what pro- will be demolished during the next few tories 
increase in any one year in the number of Portion of houses of one, two, three, four, years if slum clearance schemes put forward busin 
secondary school children would occur and over, bedroom type were built in 1954 by the various local authorities are carried assist 
in 1958, and the demands for school build- and in the first quarter of 1955. into effect. the | 
ing on that account were now reaching Mr. Duncan Sanpys, in a written reply Liverpool alone, according to the Medical ar 
on July 8, gave the information as :— Officer of Health, Professor A. B. Semple, an 
NEW PERMANENT DWELLINGS COMPLETED BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND NEW TOWN has at least 9,800 dwellings suitable for bai 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATIONS IN ENGLAND AND WALES: ANALYSIS BY BEDROOM TyPES demolition in the next five years, and to BLA 
nana onma ie = See ester re-house the occupants would take more : 
Period bedroom bedrooms bedrooms bedrooms TOTAL than 13,000 new dwellings. Bootle plans TI 
. a a a et a” ee ee to demolish more than 1,000 houses during been 
Pe ae tLe Tek ene oI EO "| Ss the ~next five years, while Birkenhead is of t 
va, Hou << | $8 32 | SRR 4 [longs G4 [25 12 | 1s4a83 asking for an increase in its allocation of | Sth 
1954 Alldwellings ... 16.666 83 | 71.023 35.6 |108345 543 | 3,570 138 199:604 houses to meet the demands. Wallasey also full- 

Ist Houses 1,694 46 | 10327 283 | 23,604 648 | 827.23 | 3esi2 has its slum-clearance problems, and an 
Quecee Flats a. 3.295 257 | 7009 54.6 2414 188 120 09 12/838 throughout Merseyside the call is for still ite 

5 dwellings _4,989 10.1 | 17,336 35.1 | 26,078 52.9 | 947 1.9 49,350 more housing accommodation. 
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OBITUARY 


E. T. Watkin, FRIBA 


Tue death occurred on July 13 of Mr. 
Ernest Telwright Watkin, FRIBA, of 
Three Gables, Whitmore, Staffs. He was 79 
years of age. 

Mr. Watkin received his architectural 
education as an articled pupil for five years 
to Mr. Elijah Jones, MSA, at Hanley, 
staffs, and studied at the Schools of Art and 
Science, Burslem. His work included well 
over 30 branch shops (including two large 
emporiums) for the Burslem Co-operative 
Society; a Cripples’ Orthopedic Hospital at 
Hartshill, Stoke-on-Trent, as well as one at 
Biddulph, North Staffs. Among his other 
schemes were such projects as large shop 
premises at Burslem, a football ground at 
Hanley and new offices for the North 
Staffs Colliery Owners’ Association; to- 
gether with a large number of country and 
town residences. Mr. Watkin also achieved 
success in design competitions for an Eng- 
jish Church, at Alberta, Canada, and a 
church and school buildings at Newcastle. 
During latter years, he was appointed as 
architect to the Burslem Industria} Co- 
operative Society, as well as to the Cripples’ 
Hospitals at Stoke-on-Trent and Biddulph. 


H.S. Davison, ARIBA 


Mr. Harvey Spivey Davison, ARIBA, a 
leeds architect, died suddenly in Leeds 
Infirmary on July 5. He was 45 years of 
age and a partner in the Leeds firm of 
Shapley and Davison, of Kingston-terrace. 

Mr. Davison was responsible for draw- 
ing the plans and supervising the improve- 
ments to the pavilion at Headingley cricket 
ground, and had been educated at Wrekin 
College, Shropshire, and at Leeds School 
of Architecture. He joined his partner in 
practice in 1937. He was a past senior 
vice-president of the West Yorkshire 
Society of Architects and secretary of the 
society for a number of years. 


William Fletcher 


We RECORD with much regret the death 
of Mr. William Fletcher, which took place 
on July 12. Mr. Fletcher was a director of 
the old-established contracting firm of 
Benfield and Loxley, Ltd., of Oxford. 

During his 58 years’ connection with the 
firm Mr. Fletcher (who was 80) was respon- 
sibie for many notable Oxford buildings 
including the new Bodleian library, new 
science laboratories, and the Nuffield fac- 
tories at Cowley. When he first joined the 
business in 1897 he was the sole office 
assistant to the two partners whose name 
the business bears. He was deeply inter- 
ested in the work of the Oxford Master 
Builders’ Association, and he was their first 
secretary. 


BLACKPOOL COURSES 


Their prospectus for 1955-56 has now 
been published by the building department 
of the Blackpool Technical College and 
School of Art. This department provides 
full-time and evening courses for the RIBA 
examinations as well as courses in the 
different building crafts. 
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STANDARDISATION 


An Aid to Productivity 


] ECAUSE industry has tended, with some 

conspicuous exceptions, to fight shy of 
standardisation, its costs are often unneces- 
sarily high, even with current manufacturing 
techniques. If the advantages of the new 
technique of automation are to be realised, 
an appreciation of what standardisation 
implies is essential. 

These views and others are advanced in 
a new Action Pamphlet published by the 
British Productivity Council and entitled 
“ Standardisation—An Aid to Productivity.” 
(British Productivity Council, 21, Tothill- 
street, London, SW1, price 9d.) It indicates 
some of the striking advantages to be gained 
from standardisation, particularly from the 
point of view of the medium and smaller 
producer and the consumer. Standardisa- 
tion, the pamphlet points out, does not mean 
drab uniformity. The ideal might well be 
defined as the maximum of variety of end 
product with the minimum variety of com- 
ponents. 

The pamphlet sets out in detail a model 
“appreciation”? which might be made by 
the management of firms wishing to set 
about a_ policy of standardisation. It 
emphasises that, if such a policy is intro- 
duced, it must have the full backing of man- 
agement, and that those executives who are 
looking after it must carry considerable 
authority to ensure that it is applied. Par- 
ticular stress is laid on the type of question 
which a firm might ask itself to decide 
whether it had pursued _ standardisation 
sufficiently rigorously; for example, “* What 
are the prospects of persuading the customer 
to accept, in place of an article from a small 
selling line, a near alternative from a line 
in large production? ” and “Do prices re- 
flect ‘ price incentives ’ designed to encourage 
the customer to buy from the latter rather 
than from the former? ” The international 
and export aspects of standardisation are 
discussed and also the work of the British 
Standards Institution. Details are given 
about how firms can keep in touch with 
the work of the latter and, where appro- 
priate, participate in it. 

The present publication is closely connec- 
ted in subject with Action Pamphlet No. 2 
pubtished some time ago, entitled “ Simplifi- 
cation in Practice.”’ 


SAFETY ON SITE 
London Contractors Fined 


GEORGE WIMPEY AND Co., LTp., building 
contractors, of Hammersmith-grove, London, 
were on July 12 fined £10, with 6s. costs, by 
Sutton Coldfield magistrates on two sum- 
monse§ of contravening building regulations. 
The firm pleaded guilty. 

Mr. J. G. Scott, Factories Inspector, said 
the firm was constructing a concrete floor 
12 ft. up at a Sutton Coldfield garage. Two 
petrol-driven hoists, used to raise the mixed 
concrete to the floor level, were not enclosed 
at the front and the sides. 

Mr. N. Duckwoertn, defending, said 
poles had been fitted across the hoists, 
although they were not a sufficient guard 
to comply with the regulations. 
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CRICKET 


Palladians Lose to Vitruvians 


PLAYED at the Old Pauline ground, 

Thames Ditton, on July 14, this game 
ended in a win for the Press XI. The game 
was interfered with ‘by rain which fell after 
the close of the Vitruvians’ innings, convert- 
ing a guileless wicket into one which in- 
creasingly took spin, of which Mudie and 
Dalton took full advantage. Case’s 7 for 47 
for the Palladians on a wicket which gave 


him no help was a fine effort. Score: 
VITRUVIANS 
I. M. Leslie b Case 52 
R. Knott b Case 13 
A. C. Boyd c White b Case 11 
R. Mudie b Case .. 
R. Hart st White b Gover 5 
F. H. C. Tatham c — b Case 5 
J. Dalton c — b Gover 4 
K. Skelton c White b Case 10 
W. A. K. Faldo b Batchelor 6 
P. D. Eastop ¢ Drew b Case 0 
R. Binfield not out “i 0 
Extras : 5 
116 
PALLADIANS 

J. Drew c Leslie b Mudie 11 
A. N. Gasson lbw b Dalton Ss 
G. Heagerty st Leslie b Dalton 21 
G. White c Leslie b Mudie .. 7 
M. G. Gover c Boyd b Mudie 1 
M. Batchelor b Mudie 0 
M. Rogers lbw b Dalton 1 
J. Gasson, Snr., b Dalton 0 
V. B. Murry ¢ Boyd b Dalton 0 
R. Case not out Y ‘ 8 
P. Winton Lewis st Leslie b Mudie. 0 
xtras . - 
59 


BOWLING 
Vitruvians 
Mudie 13-5-24-5 
Dalton  13-6-33-5 


Palladians 
Case 13-2-47-7 
Rogers 5-1-32-0 
Gover 7-0-28-2 
Batchelor 5-0-4-1 


GOLF 
RIBA Summer Meeting 


THIS YEAR the RIBA summer meeting was 
held at Princes Golf Club, Sandwich, and 
the whole week-end was blessed by excellent 
weather, although a high wind made the 
long course difficult to play. The Allenby 
Bowl, played for on the Saturday, was won 
by Mr. H. Cullerne Pratt, ARIBA with a 
score of 31% points. The four-ball bogey 
competition, played in the afternoon, was 
won by E. H. Firmin, FRIBA, and R. 
Duncan Scctt, FRIBA, with a score of one- 
up. 

The Captain’s Prize, presented by Mr. 
F. T. Smith, LRIBA, competed for on the 
Sunday morning, was won by Douglas 
White, ARIBA, with a net score of 78 after 
the result had been decided on the second 
nine holes. The President’s Prize, presented 
by the president, Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, was 
won by S. H. Statham, ARIBA, with a score 
of 34 points. 


LMBA Matches 


A MATCH between the LMBA Golfing 
Society and the RIBAGS was held on June 
14 at West Hill Golf Club. The builders 
won by 13 matches to 8. In a match held 
on July 5 at Hendon, between the LMBAGS 
and the Metropolitan Borough Engineers 
tne builders again won, this time by four 
matches to three. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


NEW ROSPA PRESIDENT 


Sir Howard Roberts, who retires in 
January next from the position of Clerk to 
the London County Council, has _ been 
elected President of the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents. Mr. H. R. 
Payne has been elected chairman of the 
national executive committee. 


WEST RIDING WORKS 


The West Riding County Works Com- 
mittee has recommended that the County 
Works organisation, -which was established 
in 1947 and has a staff of more than 600 
and an annual turnover of £450,000, should 
be dispensed with. It came into being 
through post-war shortages of labour and 
material. When first set up it was part 
of the County Architect’s department, but 
became a department on its own in April 
last. 


CONTRACT AT CRAWLEY 


A £14m. house-building contract for the 
Crawley Development Corporation has been 
awarded to M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), 
Ltd., Chesterfield-road, Sheffield. It involves 
work on the Southgate East quarter of the 
new town, and covers the building of 800 
houses, and other flats and shops. Six firms 
submitted tenders, and one afterwards with- 
drew. Gleeson’s was the lowest. This is 
the firm’s second major contract at Crawley 
in the past 14 months. They have nearly 
completed work on a £14m. contract started 
in May, 1954. 


AMERICAN STAINED-GLASS ORDER 


Three 21-ft. stained-glass windows, 
depicting events from the Apocalypse, have 
been commissioned by St. Bernard’s Church, 
Mount Lebanon, Pennsylvania, from the 
Whitefriars studios of James Powell and 
Sons, Ltd., Wealdstone, Middlesex, who not 
only designed and glazed the windows, but 
also made the actual glass. This firm, 
founded in 1680, is understood to be the 
only one in Britain to make their own glass 
—which they do to their designers’ exact 
requirements. 


SOUTHPORT BUILDING 


Authority has been received by Southport 
Town Council from the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government to borrow £33,847 
to enable them to buy from British Trans- 
port Commission the Lord-street goods 
station and the old Cheshire Lines railway 
track from Lord-street to Woodvale. It is 
proposed to develop the whole of the area 
and those corporation committees inter- 
ested are to put forward their suggestions 
for consideration by a special committee 
appointed to deal with the matter. 


PLASTICS WATER PIPES 


Experiments with plastics water pipes are 
being made by the Birmingham Corpora- 
tion. A report for the City Council says 
plastics cold water plumbing has been fitted 
in a municipal house after a request from 
the Building Research Station of the DSIR. 
Several other installations, including service 
pipes underground, were later agreed upon 
to test the plastics under different conditions. 
The results to date, states the report, have 
been satisfactory. The tubing was not subject 
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to attacks by soil or water and had greater 
protection against freezing. However, it 
could not be used near sources of heat, and 
if there was a freeze-up thawing was more 
difficult. 


FILM OF KITIMAT 


The Northern Aluminium Co., Ltd., gave 
a showing of a film called “ The Kitimat 
Story,” in Lendon on July 19. This film 
was produced for their associate, Aluminum 
Co. of Canada, Ltd., and records in colour 
the story of the British Columbia project 
for the production of primary aluminium, 
from preliminary surveys to the pouring of 
the first ingot. The film covers in outline 
the major feats of engineering that made up 
the project, beginning with the building of 
the 317-ft.-high, rock-filled Kenney Dam 
across the Nechako River. Then the 
camera moves westwards to Kemano, the 
scene of the blasting of a 25-ft.-diameter, 
10-mile-long tunnel through the mountains 
to tap the waters of the reservoir created 
by the Kenney Dam. We are next shown 
stages in the construction of the Kemano 
powerhouse, a cavern hollowed out of a 
mountain to house the generating plant of 
450,000-hp capacity—the initial stage of a 
2,240,000-hp programme. From here the 
film travels part of the way along the 49- 
mile transmission line to Kitimat, the site 
of the smelter. In Kitimat itself are shown 
some of the operations that went in the 
clearing of the site and the building of the 
harbour. Also illustrated are the first 
stages in the building of the new town, 
planned for a population of some 50,000. 


SHELL CONSTRUCTION 
A New BRS Publication 


A NEW Building Research* report, pub- 
*™ lished on July 15, gives an account of 
the theory of thin cylindrical shells for 
those who are approaching the subject for 
the first time. The application of the theory 
to the stress-analysis of reinforced-concrete 
structures is illustrated by detailed numerical 
examples. 

Post-war shortages of building materials 
have stimulated a search for alternatives to 
traditional forms of building construction. 
Thin-shell roof construction has developed 
rapidly in these years and is now generally 
accepted as a specialized structural form cap- 
able of providing large well-lighted floor 
areas uninterrupted by load-bearing columns. 

There is extensive engineering literature 
on Shell construction but much of it is writ- 
ten by specialists for specialists. The present 
report provides a comprehensive account of 
the elements of the theory, and the analysis 
is carried up to the point where it can be 
used to determine numerical values for the 
stresses in shell roofs. 

Thin-shell analysis is not an entirely new 
discipline and yet it does not form part of 
the accepted body of engineering theory 
The author has developed the theory of 
shells by using (and generalising) concepts of 
beam and slab analysis with which engineers 
may be presumed to.be familiar. 

The report is cast in lecture form. The 
lectures were originally given at Liverpool 
University and are now published to make 
them available to a wider audience. 





*** Analysis of Symmetric Cylindrical Shells—Its 
Application to Civil Engineering Design.’’ Published 
by KN for DSIR, price 12s. 6d. (by post 
12s. d.). 
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CAREERS IN BUILDING 


Opportunities for Young People 


AN ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE entitled 
“ Chance for a Lifetime ” has been produced 
by John Laing and Son, Ltd., to emphasise 
the opportunities offered by the company 
to young people who decide to make their 
careers in building and civil engineering 
construction, 

The first part of the brochure describes 
in clear terms how the work carried out by 
Laings offers scope for working constructively 
and creatively on large and dramatic pro- 
jects. It emphasises the stimulating nature 
of construction work in the post-war world, 
pointing out that in addition to the advant. 
ages of a wide choice of careers, variety 
of work and excellent long-term prospects 
of advancement, there is also the appeal of 
“pioneering” giving an extra thrill when 
work is carried out in the face of natural 
odds. Present-day construction work, it js 
pointed out, has an urgent need of the 
enthusiasm and adventurous spirit of young 
people. 

Details are given in the latter part of the 
brochure of a Five-Year Pupil Scheme for 
public and grammar school leavers. Articled 
pupilship is offered to suitable boys seeking 
to qualify in quantity surveying, cost survey- 
ing, architecture and accountancy. There 
are a limited number of vacancies for boys 
wishing‘ to qualify in civil engineering and 
vacancies also occur from time to time jp 
mechanical engineering. 


All pupils are expected to study for recog- 
nised qualifications during their period of 
training and one day off per week with pav 
is allowed for this. The company’s per- 
sonnel department is responsible for organis- 
ing and supervising courses of study and th: 
passing of examinations at intermediate and 
final levels is recognised by increases in 
salary. 

There is also a wide field of opportunity 
for graduates or the equivalent and recruit- 
ments are made annually in large number 
not only for civil engineering, but also for | 
mechanical engineering, architecture, | 
chemistry and estate management. 





OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Marking of Imported Wire Goods 


THE BOARD OF TRADE have been advised 
that imported wire goods should bear an 
indication of origin at the time of importa- 
tion and when offered for sale. 


This recommendation is contained in the 
report of the standing committee set up 
under the Merchandise Marks Act, 1926, 
and published on July 15 as Command No. 
9528 (price 4d.). 


YEAR BOOK 

The 1955 Year Book and_ Directory 
issued by the Southern Counties Federation 
of Building Trades Employers forms a use 
ful reference on such matters as working | 
conditions, building regulations, forms of 
contracts and other data. Of particular in | 
terest is the list of gradings included within 
its pages and a wages chart showing the 
various increases from 1936 to 1955. The 
Secretary of the Association is Mr. S. R 
Gerdes, MBE, Sterling Buildings, Carfax | 
Horsham. 
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PLANT & MATERIALS 


DEGREASING SOLUTION 


An emulsion type degreasing agent used 
in aqueous solution and operated at an 
optimum temperature of 160 degrees F. :s 
being produced by the Pyrene Co., Ltd., 
Great West-road, Brentford, Middx. 
Known as “Pyroclean” No. 101, it is 
intended for use in the cleaning section of 
fully automatic metal finishing plant, and 
can also be used for component cleaning in 
any type of spray cleaning machine 


JOINERY MACHINES 


Two joinery machines have been re-intro- 
duced to the range manufactured by Thomas 
Robinson and Son, Ltd., Africa House, 
Kingsway, WC2. They are the VA/T saw 
bench with rising and falling table, and the 
TH/E chain cutter and hollow chisel mor- 
tiser. The latter can also be used for boring. 


USE OF PRECISION CHAINS 


A booklet dealing with the use of pre- 
cision chain for purposes other than power 
transmission has been published by Renold 
Chains, Ltd., of Wythenshawe, Manchester, 
The booklet has been designed to demon- 
strate the wide variety of devices, motions 
and operations for which standard chains, 
attachments and wheels can be used to 
provide the basic mechanism. 


PALLET TRANSPORTER 


The high-lift ‘ Portapal” pallet trans- 
porter being produced by ITD, Ltd., 95. 
Ladbroke-grove, W11, as one of their range 
of “Stacatruc” materials-handling equip- 
ment, will lift and transport not only 
standard two-way and four-way single-faced 
pallets but also the type of stillage normally 
transported by jack truck. It has a mini- 
mum closed height of 34 in. and a lift height 
of 6 in., and it is understood that the pump 
cannot leak, since it has no glands below 
the oil line. 










AN ALUMINIUM ROOF 


The fitting and glazing of the roof frames 
of the extruded aluminium glazed roof at 
Leyton Baths (illustrated in July 15 issue) 
were carried out by Messrs. Gray Conoley 
and Co., Ltd., builders, of 29, Stephenson- 
street, London, E16; the framing was 
supplied by Aluminium Construction, Ltd. 


SWITCH SOCKETS 


To meet the demand for switch sockets 
and plugs with pilot lights, the General Elec- 
tric Co., Ltd., Magnet House, Kingsway, 
WC2, are producing flush and surface pat- 
terns both in 13 amp. and 15 amp. ratings 





Flush pattern switch socket. 


In these units, a “ Mutac” AC switch and 
three-pin plug, which in the 13 amp. unit 
is fused, are housed in a cast iron box, 
finished in Florentine bronze. Fitted below 
the switch dolly is a red pilot light—a com- 
pletely sealed unit housing a 200-250 volt 
neon tube and resistor. The long life of 
the neon tube is understood to make it 
unnecessary to allow for lamp replacement. 
The units incorporating these pilot lights 
are of similar overall dimensions to exist- 
ing standard “ Mutac” switch sockets. 


THE NEW “ PLANSTORE” marketed by Randalrak, Ltd., 
106, Victoria-stree?, 
each housing a rectangular plastic socket into which one end of the 
rolled drawings is fitted; the other end being introduced into the 
compartment and the socket pushed home. 
suspension, the drawings can be instantly located by a system of 


SW1, contains a number of compartments 


Held in horizontal 


reference labels. 


AIR CLEANERS 


Catalogues describing their “ Trion” 
electronic air cleaners and oil mist precipi- 
tators have been produced by the Harris 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Browning-street, 
SE17. These units work on a system under 
which all particles or oil mist, regardless of 
size, are charged electrically while passing 
through a high voltage screen. They are 
then attracted and adhere to collecting 
plates. In the case of the oil mist precipi- 
tators, the collected droplets fall into a 
collecting basin for ultimate re-use. Under 
normal machining operations the daily oil 
recovery is understood to be as much as 
3 or 5 gallons. 
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ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE 


An illustrated brochure giving a selection 
of door and window fittings of contemporary 
design, incorporating several new types, is 
now available from Parker, Winder and 
Achurch, Ltd., Broad-street, Birmingham 1. 


PUMPS AND VIBRATORS 


New literature containing details of their 
range of pumps and vibrators may now be 
obtained from C. M. Johnson (Machinery), 
Ltd., Adswood, Stockport. These include 
a one-yard diesel dumper with a vertical 
self-tipping and returning skip and special 
wheel fittings to enable the payload to be 
increased up to 31 cwt. 


LORRY-MOUNTED COMPRESSOR 


The absence of vibration in a Pescara- 
Muntz horizontally opposed, free-piston 
compressor, combined with the light weight 
of the unit, are understood to make the 
compressor suitable for lorry mounting. As 
a mobile plant it can be mounted on a 
much lighter chassis than the orthodox type 
of machines of similar rating. Details of 
suitable chassis from the compressor’s 
manufacturers, Mackay Industrial Equip- 
ment, Ltd., Faggs-road, Feltham, Middx. 


FLUORESCENT LIGHTING FITTING 


A fluorescent lighting fitting, intended 
primarily for industrial and commercial use, 
has been introduced by Metalform, Ltd., 
258, Gray’s Inn-road, WC1. The fitting is 
adjustable to give a wide cheice of mounting 
positions and incorporates movable reflec- 
tors which can be locked to provide various 
cut-off values. It is designed to provide a 
high proportion of light radiation above the 
horizontal so as to allow adequate ceiling 
and surround illumination. 


TUBE BENDER 


The “HR” model recently added to their 
range of “ Scols ” tube-bending machines by 
Major, Robinson & Co., Ltd., Scols Works, 
Warwick-road South, Manchester, 16, will 
bend light-gauge non-ferrous tube up to 
2 ins. outside diameter, and is understood to 
have a particular advantage in that light- 
gauge tubing up to and including 14 in. 
diameter can be bent by hand without 
utilising the hydraulic power. When tube of 
larger diameter than 1} in. is to be bent, the 
hydraulic pump can be used immediately 
without special adjustment. A bend of 180 
degrees can be obtained in three operations, 
without moving the position of the tube in 
the former. 


FIRE-FIGHTING CHARGE 


A new “wet” water composite pressure 
charge for use in first-aid fire-fighting on 
porous materials such as woodshavings, saw- 
dust or straw has been placed on the market 
by Nu-Swift, Ltd., 25, Piccadilly, W1. In 
fire-fighting, it has been found that plain 
water is handicapped by its surface tension, 
which reduces the area of liquid and retards 
it from penetrating into porous materials to 
prevent re-ignition from within. It is 
claimed that wet water brings about a 50 
per cent. increase in fire-fighting efficiency 
compared with ordinary water, and the new 
charge has been approved by the Fire 
Offices’ Committee for use in the Nu-Swift 
two-gallon “ Universal ” extinguisher, models 
1301 and 1300. 
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FLOOR SEAL 

A floor seal claimed to give an abrasion- 
resistant and non-slip seal to most decora- 
tive surfaces has been developed from 
resins and oils by Burtain, Ltd., 16, Sheldon- 
street, W2. Known as “ Burcol,” this seal 
is particularly suitable for wood, cork and 
linoleum, as it imparts preservative oils 
into the flooring material. It is understood 
to be quick-drying and resistant to dirt 
penetration. 


EXPANDED ALUMINIUM 


In their latest brochure listing the wide 
range of “ Expamet” expanded aluminium, 
the Expanded Metal- Co., Ltd., Burwood 
House, Caxton-street, Westminster, SWI, 
introduces _ the latest development— 
flattened expanded aluminium. This can be 
used for a wide variety of purposes, 
including containers, screens, partitions, 
grilles and protective and decorative work. 
The brochure contains full details of the 
whole range of expanded aluminum, to- 
gether with uses for the material and the 
suitable mesh size for specific purposes. 


BRUSH BRISTLE SETTING 

From the wide range of liquid rubber 
compounds recently introduced by Lorival 
Plastics, of Little Lever, near Bolton, Lancs., 
a modified form of Lorival CR.500 has 
found use as a brush bristle ‘vulcanising 
cement, and several brush makers are suc- 
cessfully experimenting with the new 
material. It is a liquid ebonite compound 
containing no solvents. Shrinkage during 
vulcanisation is understood to be less than 
three per cent. and penetration of the 
material into the bristles to be good. The 
American method of setting has been 
adopted. 
LARGE SLAB ORDER 

A large quantity of their “ Stellith ” wood 
wool roofing slabs is to be supplied by 
Stella Building Products, Ltd., of Tudor- 
avenue, North Shields, Northumberland, 
for use in the building of the £1 million 
factory for Scott and Turner, Ltd., now 
under construction at Fawdon. 





THE 


“ UNIVERSAL SCRIBER” 
introduced by the Armstrong Cork Co. combines 
precision marking and the actual cutting of 


recently 


linoleum and similar materials. This compre- 
hensive tool consists of 15 separate parts 
which can be assembled into tools adapted to all 
the processes of marking or cutting on flat, 
curved or angled surfaces. It will scribe and 
cut all required shapes, including circles from 
1 in. to 7 ft. in diameter, straight or circular 
linostrips from in.to6in. wide. It is possible for 
the operator to scribe at a distance of anywhere 
from 2 in. to 3 ft. 6 in. from a wall or baseboard. 
All the steel parts of the kit are precision-built 
and cadmium plated. 
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Sawtooth roof building at factory for Messrs. Racall, Ltd., at Bracknell, Berks, 
Secret Fix System 


THE ICI “ KYNALOK ” SECRET FIX CLADDING 
SYSTEM is an improved and standardised 
method of insulated roof and wall cladding, 
using specially tempered and profiled sheets 
made of “Kynal” aluminium alloy. It 


Aluminium Roofing 


HE “ Arcon” sawtooth roof building is 
intended particularly for industrial- or 
commercial purposes where ample natural 
lighting is required, and where it is impor- 
tant that there should be no direct sunlight. 
Designed for rapid erection and dis- 
mantling by unskilled labour, the building 
is constructed of steel framing supporting a 
roof of “sawtooth” outline, each “ saw- 
tooth” carrying glazing on its vertical face. 
By correctly siting the building in relation 
to the sun, all direct light can be avoided. 
A choice may be made of two column 
heights, giving an eaves height of either 
14 ft. or 20 ft. These provide a minimum 
clearance under the girders of 13 ft. 6 in., 
and 19 ft. 6 in. The span is 50 ft. (the bay 
dimension being 16 ft. 8 in.) and the mini- 
mum size of buildings is 50 ft. by 50ft.—three 
“sawtooth” bays. The building may be 
extended in one direction by the addition of 
further 16 ft. 8 in. sawtooth bays, and in 
the lateral direction by any number of 
further 50-ft. spans. 

The roof and wall cladding can be of corru- 
gated asbestos or aluminium sheeting, and 
the framework comprises welded tubular 
trusses and tubular purlins supported by 
RSJ columns. Where required, a complete 
insulation lining can be applied to both 
walls and roof. Lighting is afforded by 
“ Aluminex” patent glazing, and windows 
may be inserted in place of walling sheets. 
The structure has been designed in accord- 
ance with British Standard 449 (1948), and 
is being marketed by the Arcon Group 
through one of their sponsor companies: 
Taylor Woodrow (Building Exports), Ltd., 
41, Welbeck-street, W1. Mr. A. M. Gear, 
FRIBA, and Mr. R. Thomas, ARIBA, are 
the consultant architects to the Group. 


allows for 


thermal 


movement w 


ithout 


destroying the weather seal, and the profile 
of the cladding sheets provides an attractive 
appearance unbroken by protruding bolt 
heads—these being concealed by the ex- 
truded aluminium alloy cover strips which 
hold adjacent cladding sheets in position, 
In contrast to normal fixing methods, no 
piercing of the cladding sheets is needed, 
This means that they are completely re- 


claimable. 
erected 


11-in. unventilated cavity wall. 


in one operation, 


Both cladding and insulation are 


using fixings 
common to both, and the technique may be 
used with any framed structure. 

The KSF system is designed to span up 
to 7 ft. 6 in. on roofs of a minimum pitch 
of 10 degrees; and 10 ft. on walls. 
recommended spans are based on the results 
of BRS loading tests, and lend themselves to 
the use of a 40-in. building module. 
sheet profile creates an almost continuous 
2-in. air space between aluminium and insu- 
lation board, which is understood to give 
thermal transmittance values better than an 


“ Per 


These 


The 


spex ” 


sheets moulded to the KSF profile are also 
available for roof and side wall lighting. 
KSF sheets are designed to nest, and this, 
coupled with their lightness, contributes to 
ease of transport. 
The “ Kynalok ” secret fix system has been 
patented by Arcon (Proprietary), Ltd., and 
has been licensed to the Metals Division of 
Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., Glouces- 
ter House, 149, Park-lane, W1, for market- 
ing to roofing and building contractors. 
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Horizontal cross section of ‘‘ Kynalok”’ secret fix system. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Planning Problem 


Q.—I should appreciate your advice on a 
point in connection with the Town. and 
Country Planning Act of 1932. 

An agreement was made under this Act 
in August, 1938, between the previous 
owner of a piece of land, which I bought 
last year, and the RDC, who were acting 
on behalf of the planning authority. Under 
the terms of the agreement the building 
density for residential purposes was limited 
to four houses to the acre, but no develop- 
ment occurred, and I have now confirmed 
from the Central Land Board that there is 
no unexpended balance of development 
value on the land, i.e., the previous owner 
had obviously failed to register a claim on 
the £300 million fund. The estate agent act- 
ing for the vendor did in fact apply for out- 
line planning permission early last year to 
use the land as a housing estate ; this was 
refused, although main water, gas and elec- 
tricity are available in the road which forms 
a boundary to one side of the property. 

The County Planning Officer has not zoned 
the area for development in the approved 
development plan, and although I obtained 
outline planning permission late last year to 
erect one dwelling house so that the land 
could be used as a smallholding I have not 
yet received approval for plans from the 
RDC, which were submitted more than two 
months ago (two months being the appro- 
priate period in this case) notwithstanding 
the fact that the County Architect considered 
that the appearance and design were satis- 
factory. | have naturally lodged an appeal 
against this failure to notify me of a decision. 

The County Planning Officer applied to 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment late last year asking that the 1938 
agreement be rescinded, but the Minister has 
refused to revoke it although he has pointed 
out that the agreement does not constitute 
planning permission. 

Since the agreement does not constitute 
planning permission, but the Minister has 
nevertheless declined to rescind it without the 
agreement of all the interested parties it 
would seem that it must still have some 
real value, but I fail to appreciate what this 
value can be, and I thought that since there 
must surely have been other cases of this 
nature in the country you might be able to 
quote details which would reveal the value. 
if any, of the agreement. W. A. R, 


A—A legal correspondent writes :— 

Section 34 of the 1932 Planning Act en- 
abled local authorities and landowners to 
enter into agreements restricting the use of 
land. Commenting on one such agreement 
in the case of Attorney-General v. Barnes 
Corporation and Ranelagh Club, Ltd. (1939), 
Mr. Justice Luxmoore said: “ Prima facie, 
the words of the section are wide enough to 
authorise the Council to agree with any per- 
son .. . who is ready to restrict his rights 
to plan and to develop his property or to 
restrict its future use in any manner which 
might be provided for by or under a scheme 
under the Act without the adoption of any 
scheme or the necessity for invoking the 
powers of the Act with regard to the making 
of a town planning scheme.” 

Under the 1932 Act the preparation of a 
scheme was optional. Unless a local author- 


THE BUILDER 


ity passed a resolution to propose a scheme, 
the Act did not apply to the district of that 
authority: a local authority might pass a 
resolution to prepare a scheme in respect of 
part only of its district. Moreover, until 
the scheme has been made (that is, until it 
had been given the approval of the Minister 
and submitted to Parliament) all the land 
in the area continued to be free from plan- 
ning control and the owner of such land re- 
mained free to do what he liked with it. It 
was true that if an owner built on his land 
after the date of the resolution in a man- 
ner not in accordance with the scheme as 
alternately approved, he could be compelled 
to remove or alter the buildings concerned: 
but, as pointed out by Mr. Justice Luxmoore 
in the above-mentioned case, this circum- 
stance did not constitute any restriction on 
the owner’s rights before the scheme became 
binding. 

Under the 1932 Act, therefore, agreements 
between the local authority and the iand- 
owners might prove very advantageous to 
both parties. The local authority would get 
quicker and speedier results than by the 
machinery of preparing a scheme and the 
owner would safeguard his position for the 
future. 

The position under the 1947 Act is funda- 
mentally different. The development plans 
drawn up under the 1947 Act are not really 
comparable to the schemes under the 1932 
Act since the development plans do not con- 
fer any rights of development: that is, even 
in the case of development which conforms 
to the development plan, it is still necessarv 
to obtain planning permission. That being 
so, it is very doubtful whether there is any 
logical place for agreements of this type 
between the authority and the owner. Sec- 
tion 25 of the 1947 Act provides that such 
agreements may be entered into, but that 
they are not to constitute planning permis- 
sion and are not to restrict the rights of the 
authority to grant or refuse permission. That 
being so, I see no advantage at all to the 
owner in such agreements, and it is signifi- 
cant that (so far as I know) no such agree- 
ments have been entered into under the 1947 
Act. 


The 1947 Act continued in force any agree- 
ments made under the 1932 Act subject to 
the proviso that nothing in any such agree- 
ment should be continued as restricting the 
right of any Minister or authority to exercise 
the powers of the 1947 Act so long as these 
powers were exercised in accordance with 
the development plan. In the case of 
Ransom and Luck v. Surbiton Borough 
Council (1949) the Court of Appeal held that 
it was impossible to Section 34 as empower- 
ing the local authority to undertake, in con- 
sideration of the landowner’s submission to 
restrictions, not to use its planning powers. 
If that view is correct—and it was the 
unanimous view of the three judges of the 
Court of Appeal—then it seems to me that 
there is little or no advantage to the land- 
owner in this type of agreement. 


The question put to me does not disclose 
the terms of the agreement in the particular 
case, but I would suggest that the inquirer 
considers his agreement in the light of these 
general observations and, if need be, that he 
should seek legal advice. If he concludes 
that there is no advantage to him in the 
agreement he would be well advised to con- 
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sider a fresh approach to the Minister to 
secure its revocation. A. E. T. 


Waterproofing a Pond 

Q.—Can you give me some advice about 
waterproofing a garden pond. It is about 
18 ft. by 15 ft. and 4 ft. 6 in. high; 
1 ft. 6 in. being below ground level. The 
walls are 9 in. brick-faced inside with 2-in. 
waterproof concrete and built on a 15-in. 
concrete raft on clay. 

The cement has cracked in many places 
and it is leaking, roughly 30-40 gallons a 


day. I have tried various makes of black 
rubbery mastic over the inside, but they 
break down at the cracks. E & e. 


A.—It would appear from the brief speci- 
fication that you would have every reason 
to suppose that the structure would, in fact, 
have held water. It is a little difficult to 
understand why a 9-in. wall lined with a 2-in. 
waterproof concrete wall is not satisfactory. 

I can only assume that there has been 
no real key between the 9-in. wall and the 
2-in. concrete skin, and that from time to 
time water has got down between the two 
materials. This water, during periods of 
extreme frost, has frozen and in doing so, 
expanded, with the result that the 2-in. skin 
has cracked, since in itself a 2-in. skin would 
not be strong enough to resist the pressure. 

I am of the opinion that the 2-in. skin 
is serving no useful purpose. The 9-in. wall 
is strong enough to hold the earth back, 
but would not necessarily be good enough 
to resist water penetration. A rendering of 
sand and cement in two coats approximately 
¢ in. thick, to which a quantity of water 
proofing material has been added, should 
provide a satisfactory protection against 
water penetration, and though not always 
completely watertight, would be suitable for 
a pond, the walls and base being treated 
alike. 

If it is required to make the pond com- 
pletely watertight and trouble-free, then J 
would recommend the use of an asphalt. 
The application of asphalt is a specialist’s 
job and you would be advised to 
contact one of the asphalt firms. I 
should point out that they>will not apply 
their material on a background that is itself 
unstable, and | imagine they would suggest 
the removal of the concrete skin in order 
that their asphalt keys on to the brickwork. 
The asphalt, as for the rendering, must be 
taken over the floor and up the walls. 

H. O. D. 


Clinker Block Definition 


The Federation of Clinker Block Manu- 
facturers point out, in the course of a reply 
to a question concerning the weatherproof 
construction of a light workshop (published 
in our issue of June 3), that the “ breeze 
block ” generally made from coke breeze, is 
not permitted under British Standards, the 
material used being well-burnt furnace resi- 
due, the block being more correctly defined 
as a “clinker” block. 


RUBBER ROAD EXPERIMENT 

One of the Road Research Laboratory’s 
recent experiments with rubberised road sur- 
facings has already begun to yield “ promis- 
ing results,” aceording to Roads Bulletin 
No. 9 issued free by the British Rubber 
Development Board, Market Buildings, 
Mark-lane, EC3. 


H 
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ALLEGED THEFT OF 
CEMENT FROM SITE 
Successful Appeal by LEB Ganger 
A CAPABLE ganger who wanted to get 
~ things done and took a short cut 
through the regulations was successful in 
his appeal before the London Sessions 

Appeals Committee, on June 23. 

He appealed against a conviction and an 
order that he should be discharged abso- 
lutely, which had been made by Mr. Leslie 
Marks, the Old-street magistrate, for steal- 
ing half a cwt. of cement from the London 
Electricity Board, from a site in Wharf-road, 
Shoreditch. 

The man was Lonnie Lang (47), of 19, 
Arnside-gardens, Wembley. His counsel 
was Mr. William Howard. instructed bv 
Mr. Arthur W. Kemp, solicitor. 

Mr. JEREMY HUTCHINSON, counsel sup- 
porting the magistrate’s decision, said that 
Lang was concerned with another man 
named Sharpe in stealing the cement and 
they were both discharged absolutely. The 
police saw Sharpe, a labourer in Lang’s 
gang, walking along City-road, EC, and he 
was carrying a sack of cement. After a 
conversation with the officer, he was taken 
to Old-street Police Station and the next day 
both Sharpe and Lang went to the police 
station. In the presence of Sharpe, Lang 
was asked if he gave Sharpe permission to 
take the cement from the site and he agreed 
and said: “I told him to take some. He 
let me have some paint.” Asked if he 
realised the cement was the property of the 
LEB he said: “Yes, that is the way we 
work. He did me a favour and I did him 
one.” Sharpe then said: “I thought it 
would be OK as the foreman told me I 
could have it.” When charged, Lang said 
it was ridiculous. 

Giving evidence on his own behalf, LANG 
said that he was a married man with two 
children and he had never been in any court 
before. In the army he had an exemplary 
record and he had been employed as a 
cable ganger since 1952, with nine men and 
three watchmen under him. In the course 
of his work he had had materials worth 
thousands of pounds under his care and 
there had never before been any accusation 
against him. For a long time he had been 
asking for a chassis on wheels as the one 
he had was worn out, and eventually he had 
one delivered to him. The wheels were 
rusty and he decided that the best way to 
make sure it lasted was to paint them. He 
asked the members of his gang if any of 
them had any paint and Sharpe said that he 
had some at home. He sent him off for it 
and the wheels were painted with Sharp’s 
paint. Had he reported the matter formally 
to his superiors they might have been 
involved in labour trouble and after.a time 
they would have sent one man to scrape 
the rust off the wheels and another man to 
paint them. He took the action he did in 
order to save time and trouble. 

On the Friday afternoon, before they were 
finishing, there was a heavy downpour of 
rain and a bag of cement was left out in it. 
The cement would have been useless by 
Monday when they resumed work as it would 
had gone hard. Sharpe asked if he could 
have some of it and knowing that Sharpe 
had supplied some of his own paint, he told 
him to take some cement from the middle 
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of the bag which was then dry, but would 
nave hardened a little later. 

“I did not think I was doing anything 
dishonest and I considered it was a fair 


swop,” he went on. “ Very often, men from 
the Gas Board come to me and ask for 
certain materials and I let them have them 
and they would do the same for me. It is 
the way we help one another on the road 
so that we can get the work done, otherwise 
we would hold one another up,” he added. 

Allowing the appeal, Mr. A. W. Cock- 
BURN, QC, Chairman of the Committee, told 
Lang: “Whether or not you were strictly 
entitled to give the cement to Sharp, we are 
quite satisfied you thought you were and 
that you acted quite honestly.” 


The previous hearing was reported in The 
Builder of June 3 last. 


LAW REPORT 
Architect's Unsuccessful Appeal 
Against Judgment of Official Referee 
CourRT OF APPEAL , 
BEFORE Lorps JusTICES DENNING, BIRKETT 

AND ROMER 

SINCOCK v. STRONGMAN (1945), LTD. 
[8 the Court of Appeal on July 13, Mr. 

R. J. Enys Sincock, architect, of Hart- 
street, Henley-on-Thames, unsuccessfully 
appealed against a judgment by Sir Lionel 
Leach, QC, Official Referee, awarding to 
Strongman (1945), Ltd., builders and con- 
tractors, of Penwerris, Nr. Falmouth, Corn- 
wall, £3,459 for breach of a warranty by Mr. 


Sincock. The appeal was dismissed with 
costs. 
Strongman’s had claimed £4,005 as 


balance of the price due to them from Mr. 
Sincock for work done and materials sup- 
plied. Alternatively they claimed damages 
for a breach of warranty by Mr. Sincock’s 
failure to get the necessary licences. 

Mr. DINGLE Foot, QC, for Mr. Sincock, 
said the architect owned property at Penpol 
Flock and Greatwood Nylor, Cornwall, 
where he employed the builders to carry out 
certain work. At the time of the work 
building licences had to be obtained. 

In 1947-8 Mr. Sincock obtained build- 
ing licences for work costing £1,690 
at Penpol and for £460 at Greatwood, a 
total of £2,150. Mr. Sincock paid the 
builders a total of £2,900. They claimed 
£4,005 the balance of £6,905 and pleaded 
that before entering into the agreement Mr. 
Sincock orally warranted to obtain all the 
licences required. 

The Referee, Mr. Foot said. found that 
Mr. Sincock had promised to get the neces- 
sary licences, and if he failed to do so, he 
would instruct the builders to stop work. 
The Referee held there was a breach of 
warranty. 

Counsel said Mr. Sincock appealed on 
the ground that there was ne evidence on 
which the Referee couid find a breach of 
warranty; that as the builders were in 
breach of the prohibition to do work with- 
out a licence, the transaction was illegal 
and they could not recover under the con- 
tract or by way of damages: alternatively, 
in such circumstances, the builders could 
not recover in the absence of fraud, of 


which there was no suggestion. 
Finally, he submitted, the Referee was 
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not entitled to find the builders were no; 
negligent in failing to insist upon the pro. 
duction of supplementary licences covering 
the work they were doing. 

Mr. B. S. WINGATE-SAUL, for the builders, 
contended that there was a good warranty 
by Mr. Sincock and the Official Referee’s 
judgment on that point could not be upset, 
Even if the transaction was illegal by the 
failure to have the necessary licences, the 
builders were still entitled to recover dam- 
ages for breach. He submitted the 
Referee was right in finding no negligence 
by the builders in regard to the licences, 

LorpD JusTicE DENNING; in his judgment, 
said that Mr. Sincock bought property in 
Cornwall and employed the builders to 
convert it into dwellings. The work was 
valued at £6,359 but, as licences amounted 
only to £2,150, it was illegal in 1948-9 
under the Defence Regulations. 

Mr. Sincock, on his own admission, sold 
the dwellings for £10,650. He said that if 
he had paid the builders for the work they 
had done, he would not have had so hand- 
some a profit. He not only wanted to keep 
his profit but also to avoid paying the 
builders the £4,000 they claimed. 

Under the Defence Regulations both the 
builders and the architect were guilty of an 
offence. The builders could not claim 
damages under the contract. They sought 
to overcome that by saying there was a 
warranty. The architect had promised to 
get supplementary licences or, if he failed, 
to stop the work. They said they did the 
work on the faith of the architect’s promise, 
which was broken. 

His lordship said Mr. Sincock had agreed 
that it was the universal practice for the 
architect and not the builder to get the 
licences. The builders said that on the 
basis of Mr. Sincock’s promise, there was 
a collateral contract or warranty. His 
lordship said that on this point the Referee’s 
finding that there was a warranty was 
decisive. 

Lord Justice Denning said a man could 
not recover the consequences of his own 
unlawful act if it were found the doer of 
the act knew it to be unlawful or was him- 
self morally culpable. This did not apply 
when he was an entirely innocent party. 

If a man was led into committing a 
breach of an offence by false representa- 
tions by another, then he could recover 
damages for fraud or breach of warranty, 
providing he could show he had not been 
guilty of culpable negligence or fault. In 
this case the architect-owner was under an 
obligation to get the licences. No fault 
could be attributed to the builders. There 
was no negligence by them. 

His lordship said that according to 
evidence before the Referee, Mr. Sincock 
had told a solicitor that if the builders had 
been caught by his bluff, they deserved to 
lose the money, This clearly showed it 
was his representations that led the builders 
into the position in which they found 
themselves. 

In his judgment the appeal failed. On 
the findings of the Referee, the builders 
were innocent people led into an unfor- 
tunate illegality by representations amount- 
ing to a contract by the architect. That 
contract was not fulfilled, so there was no 
objection in law to the builders recovering 
damages. 

Lords Justices Birkett and Romer agreed. 
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Proposed Delegation of Powers to 
Metropolitan Boroughs 


HE London County Council, at its meet- 

ing on Tuesday (July 12) had before 

it proposals formulated by the General 

Purposes Committee, for the transfer or 

delegation, as might be appropriate, of cer- 

tain of the Council’s functions to the Metro- 
politan Borough Councils. 

The Committee asked for the Council’s 
approval in principle of the outline scheme 
the committee had in mind. If this was 
acceptable to the Council and to the Metro- 
politan Boroughs’ Standing Joint Committee 
the Committee envisaged that detailed pro- 
posals would be discussed with the Standing 
Joint Committee, the Government depart- 
ments, the committees and any other bodies 
which might be concerned with a view to the 
preparation of a detailed scheme. 

The General Purposes Committee stated 
that they regard the services set out below 
as among those suitable, subject to appro- 
priate conditions, to be undertaken in the 
future by the Metropolitan Borough Coun- 
cils: 

Town planning—(a) Certain categories 
of applications for permission to develop, 
subject to the Council’s retaining control 
of its own development, as follows: 
change of use other than for industry; 
change of use of premises within the 
Housing Accommodation Direction; con- 
version of houses into flats; minor addi- 
tions and alterations; and power to require 
the proper maintenance of waste lands. 

(b) The enforcement of planning control 
in respect of the matters referred to in the 
foregoing paragraph (a). 

(c) Orders for preservation of trees and 
woodlands. 

Building regulation—Powers under the 
London Building Acts corresponding 
broadly to the town planning proposals, 
including small temporary buildings; tem- 
porary buildings in advance of the build- 
line; means of escape in buildings con- 
verted from houses irto flats; buildings 
beyond the general line of frontage; and 
dangerous and neglected structures. 


Housing Expenditure 

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE reported to the 
Council that the deficiency on the Council's 
housing accounts in 1954-55 was £6,414,414, 
of which £5,625,172 was for post-1919 hous- 
ing operations. Of this latter sum, just over 
£3m. was met by Exchequer grants, about 
£1.35m. by the statutory rate contribution, 
and about £1.25m. by a supplementary rate 
contribution. 

Of the net capital expenditure of 
£24,140,734, £17,832,751 was for housing and 
£4,206,611 for education. 


Higher Rented Accommodation 


THE HousiNG ComMiITTEE referred to the 
difficulty of letting the higher rented houses 
and flats not qualifying for subsidy, of 
which 1,184 have now been built. The 
Committee have accordingly decided that, 
to encourage more applications for such 
dwellings in future, the only qualifications 
shall be ability to pay the rent and suit- 
ability of the applicant. At Farnham Royal, 
where 56 such dwellings have been in- 
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cluded in the layout plans at the request of 
the local planning authority, the planning 
authority is to be asked by the Committee 
to agree to subsidised houses being provided 
instead of the higher rented houses. 


LMBA 
Half-Yearly Report 


(THE half-yearly report of the London 

Master Builders’ Association was pre- 
sented by Mr. L. J. Holloway, president, at 
the Association’s half-yearly meeting held 
yesterday (July 21) at 82, New Cavendish- 
street, WI. 

The report states that the period under 
review has been one of intense building 
activity and in the immediate future the 
extent of the work to be done is likely to 
be limited only by the availability of men 
and materials. The demand for houses, 
despite all the hundreds of thousands that 
have been built annually during the past 
few years, remains unabated. The Govern- 
ment is committed to a policy of systematic 
slum clearance and thousands of  pre- 
fabricated houses are due for demolition 
and replacement. Work in hand or in sight 
in the City of London alone is running at 
an estimated value of over £100 millions. 

The chief disturbing factor, the report 
continues, is the rising cost of everything 
that goes to the making of a building and it 
is therefore vital that the builder as the 
organiser of any contract should see to it 
that his organisation is working at maximum 
efficiency so that waste of both time and 
materials is eliminated. It is encouraging 
to note that management is more and more 
alive to the importance of this factor in 
reducing the cost of building work. Other 
points from the report are given below. 

A pprenticeship.—The general shortage of 
boys has continued, and there has been 
keen competition from other industries, all 
seeking boys of school-leaving age. In view 
of this factor the Association has maintained 
its efforts to bring the opportunities offered 
by the building industry to the notice of 
school] leavers. 

The intake of apprentices in the various 
trades is still unbalanced and there are more 
vacancies for stonemasons, plasterers and 
painters which appear to be the less popular 
crafts. than for other trades at the present 
time. Youth employment officers and prin- 
cipals and heads of schools have therefore 
been asked to assist in overcoming this diffi- 
culty by drawing particular attention to the 
peed to recruit apprentices for these crafts 

The intake of indentured apprentices dur- 
ing the first six months of this year has 
shown an increase of 146 compared with the 
same period last year. This is no doubt 
due, in part, to the vigorous campaign 
launched in June, 1954. 

RIBA_ Standard Form of Contract.— 
Areas have been examining the RIBA Stand- 
ard Form of Contract, and are submitting 
their suggestions for amendment of the form 
in the light of wide experience in its use, 
and for clarifying certain points on which 
difficulties have been experienced. The 
LMBA Contracts Committee are considering 
and co-ordinating the suggestions put for- 
ward from the Areas, with a view to sub- 
mitting definite proposals on behalf of the 
Association to the National Federation, for 
consideration by the Joint Contracts 
Tribunal. 
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Water Charges——The Association has 
continued to make representations to the 
Metropolitan Water Board for reductions 
in their charges for the supply of water for 
building purposes and also for the provision 
of supplies by meter as of right. Consider- 
able study has been given to this matter 
by the House-Builders Committee who have 
provided statistical data on the cost of water 
used in building the average house. 

Considerable information on this subject 
has been passed to the National Federation 
to assist them in their discussions with the 
British Water Works Association with a 
view to finding a mutually satisfactory basis 
of charging for supplies of water for build- 
ing purposes. 


COMPULSORY PURCHASE 
“Misuse of Powers” at Bromsgrove 


JRROMSGROVE Urban District Council 

was charged by the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government on July 13 
with “gross and wilful misuse” of its 
compulsory purchase powers in respect of 
building land at Marlbrook, near Broms- 
greve. 

The Ministry refused to confirm the com- 
pulsory order, and upheld an _ appeal 
against it by Messrs. W. and R. Hatton, 
Birmingham builders, who had an option 
on the land to build 18 houses. Compulsory 
purchase had been sought by the council 
so that the land could be split up and sold 
in single sites for private building—after 
the Hatton brothers had obtained their 
option. The council based its proposals 
on the grounds that it was the rightful 
developer since it had built a road to a 
near-by housing estate. 

Mr. WILFRED HATTON said: “* My brother 
and I were going to buy this land and build 
about 20 houses on it. We had paid archi- 
tects, surveyors and solicitofs to negotiate 
the deal and plan the land. As soon as 


we submitted plans to the council, Mr. 
Robert Gillman, the owner of the land, 
was asked to sell to the council. The 


council refused to quote a price and decided 
to force him to sell to them. 

“We estimate from the *prices of land 
in the area that Mr. Gillman would have 
got about £400 if the land had bezn com- 


pulsorily bought. We are paying about 
£2,500 far the land.” 
“ BEE-HIVE” CAR PARKS 


Proposals at Liverpool 


LIVERPOOL Corporation is to consider the 
German system of “ bee-hive ” car-parking 
accommodation, in an effort to relieve 
traffic congestion in the city centre. The 
Post-War Redevelopment Committee of the 
City Council will send a deputation to 
Karlsruhe, Germany, to inspect such a 
building, like a bee-hive and capable of 
taking at least 650 cars. 

The biggest scheme Liverpool Corporation 
is contemplating at the moment is a multi- 
storey car park station which will accom- 
modate 600 cars, and which is adjacent 
to one of the three big railway termini. 
At another point, a mile or so away, is 
to be erected a central bus station and car 
park with facilities for helicopter services, 
while the corporation has in mind a series 
of open car parks in the city centre to 
be provided on war-damaged sites. 
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therstone R.D. (parts of) A Chatham & District. Al Great Yarmouth ............... A Middlesbrough coed Stourport U.D. .... eA ‘in, S 
Aylesbury ......eeeseeeeseeees Az Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. ..... ay Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Middleton ........ A Stowmarket ........... we ee 
EOI oicsscsecerccscceies A2 Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Middlewich ..... sac Stratford-on-Avon M.B.......A j In. 
Cn re aS y ) des , : 
Bagshot A2 Cheltenham Fy Guildford District ............ A2 Milford Haven . Al Sunderland District vA Pan Br 
Bakewell Gheciou =. Al Morecambe ...... ak Sunningdale ............. Al Fine 0 
“Se Rebs bone cm ‘x Halesowen M.B. .............68 A Morley ....... Pee Sutton Coldfield M.B. ......A 2yd 
Ba ven | Castle U.D A Ch ste Es oe eae A 1 Oe A2 Swaffham _ ........... ca 
arnard Castle U.D.......... a ee : Halstead "AD Swanage ag 
Barnoldswick U.D. . aN Chesterfield M.B. . A . Nantwich us 
Barnsley C.B. ........ NA | Chesterfield R.D.200000"A or moma ~ ee een i = AT CEME 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ A Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... A sololad pena a N k-on-Trent. RD......At laren. 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. ee eee A2 ~ a eo x ae ec ORD Se SIP sos: oie Includi 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Sietleneet a Newcastle-on-Tyne ....... me Tamworth M.B..... oul Rest B 
RE A ham Within and Harden- arch mas Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... 7 a neeees AZ tion 
aay ayy neti A2 Haslemere . A2_ |° New Forest District.........Al Eade i i ~ 6-to! 
Saeed ——- Hastings ......... ive ae 2 Newmarket Al Thetford oyce . 1 to 
} ese Cag pry Hatfield (Herts.) ... case Newport, Mon. A f omonany aay , o Rapid 
es - Haywards Heath ............A2 Newport Pagnell . -A2 Th pa k Upc neocecnceelh ap 
Clevedon Al Hemel Hempstead ............A Newton Abbot .... Al “ae a ae joe Wake 
Cleveleys ... A Henley-on-Thames A2 Northallerton Dist. A Til orth of, to Billericay A lto 
ro Thee a BUCICLOEG! cocac-enciscesse seeds A2 ee C.B. —_ sap nl Snag 65: > Aquac 
Sree” = Herefordshire, Cnty. of...$A2 orth Shields ...... ‘4 : - 
Beccles AR | Golchester Ue? cere | Herne Bay anncnsceercceA2 | Norton Radstock 0000.At | Tonbridge AL EP Red, E 
=a oa pelle A | Hertiord” wok | Neb cara a ae 
Badly soeeeee . Col ies "Al Hexham U.D. A Nottingham C.B. ae ene seeceee > re 
Bedlington * A et ae = Heysham ........ ac Nuneaton M.B........c000008 A Tunbridge Welles ‘Al es x 
Soon ea ~ High Wycombe Al Vhite 
song 7 pdm U.D. = — poss a isekiey U_D. A pong MUGIDs sciesegsesussad . Tynemouth CIR oS ciccase A Under 
oo 2 Pea Ree . —. Coe eee Hittin 2c. Beek See conssons — Uppingham (Salop) ......... Al 417 Ce 
Berkhamsied n+ | Coventry CB. vensccc.A | Hoddesdon iA | Ormskir 220007" a4 ee Az F and 
Berwick Borough... a | Cranleigh 000 00TTAR | Hersham A | Qiford nner | Walled B cock i 
Beveriey .......... A Crawley (Sussex) . nol Scddersiesi” ie Oxted .... ~All wenn C.B.. “< Cullan 
Bexhill-on-Sea AZ | Crewe oo... oA Rie co a Paignton ......... Al hr ry meen r (1-tc 
Biggleswade m4 ie nee .Al Haastanioi |... "A2 Peterborough ......... ai face eee ok Lightn 
Bile mists a D A Huntingdon (Staffs)............ A Picker S re Warminster ....... “A2 ous. 
Billingham U.D.. A | Crowborough...» Ne a) tee a> Warrington ..... ~A fF Stourt 
Seioepe ee en GE aan Os Ipswich Rear A Pontefract. paar ata ie Witten io tovee < we 
irchington ... sere sle of Sheppey ... * Pontypridd District............ A ele + Moler 
Oe a. 2g ——- mata race Isle of Thanet. A2 Portishead .........+.» my ba (Norfolk) * sites 
Birmingham C.B... A Seance ag = Isle of Wight . AZ Portland Stoneyards ae ‘Salers Pe a ae ay 
Bishop Auckland.... A > gallina ieccadaiinatiet: AD j MB aa Portsmouth ............ A ie te Cs — 
Bishop s Stortford. > Denbigh Town ....... RCT arrow HED. woscebvaseanseceen Port Talbot .. A aa “ "a2 BRIC 
—. saesnseseces> = DAGIIOB oe ry pan seeecvceseeeseeees i a seeeee ; . eae < re 
LS eae ace endal ..........+. cs Sa Ee aa “a Wi PME ceaassvasca Al 
—— as : = Sven, Consay of “¥A2 Kenilworth U_D. .. ie % PUIBOTOUGN — oooecescsceccececs A2 oes Al First 
Blaydon U.D........ ae A cg : re a M.B. .. - manag County of = bce. Secdeaeenenten = Secon: 
i fi [ot AL | AKEynsham ........... tee BENS cevccenesseccoccsesve MBOUER .. 0.0005 eee : 
—~ fairs 4 — the Kidderminster M.B. .........A Rayleigh | Be Wey Ub. Al ef 
‘dg ee ‘A2 Doncaster C.B. a King’s Lynn ......... Al Reading ........ A Whitstable and District ...A2 le 
mel ao x Pe eee A Kingskerswell Al eden IB: ces.0sc0s A Wickford ...ee.cee.+e-. “clk All lo. 
Bolsover U.D... ey Dorset, County of (except- Kingsteignton ... Al Redditch U.D. ...... A Widnes WA of I 
Bolton x A ing Poole, Swanage and BUCKMAN ...020005500005 oooh Redhill and Reigate A Wigan ..... uA be | 
Bourne End ............. AI Wimborne Al) ..........., A2 Knaresborough U.D.......... A Ripon ..... A3 Wigton A2 2§ in. 
Bournemouth District ...... ~ - toa Sei eare ae Rearidater sche ocoseso cd in oe ~ - bag es “a Dis' 
Bracknell Damo oe er Leamington MB. .. a sad oe - bai “a ounty of. . Al Cell 
Bradford . Droitw: h MB ‘A Leatherhead ..... oak sg en Wind eo, ey Key 
Bradford-o oe oy -* - > eae eS ugby EBs. ss oe geassees —— ie 
Braintree A D endl eee re Leicester C.B. ...... ey Saffron Walden . A2 Wisbech auaeson “2 Cellul: 
Breconshire, County of...tA2 ee » Rage <= Leighton Buzzard. Al St. Albans ..... A Withan Auchnasscntas met Scle 
Berit MOM .......05.00+0008 A2 i ies peerotereceeoces Letchworth . eX St. Helens ... A Woking (Distries)” Al wie 
Brentwood “ont re my DER seco csasccsuss .A2 St. Neots .... .A2 Wokinch etait) ‘A2 San 
Bridlington ... A EG © Mos Val Lichfield M.B. hs Salisbury City . Ae Sane sezecsesas ae Best B 
Brierfield A - Glam. & Mon. Val. ...... A Lincoln C.B ae 3 Wolverhampton C.B..........A 
i boa toe East Grinstead District. A2 incoln C.B. ... a Salisbury Plain ... ai2 Woodbrid AQ Do. 
, Be. ccesihees ne 
Brighouse ... A Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ...A Littlehampton .A2 Sawbridgeworth .. «pis Wars CB A Blue \ 
Brighton A Ebbw Vale & District. : a FO ASRS: 9 Saxmundham A2 bree = \S bi Midh 
ee, nee ererevepenestessiee = | ie aie ie Coictrict.,..... : orkington — ......... cool dnt 
Bristol .. -A Edenbridge A2 Llandudno ... eS Scarborough ..... ook Work MB A Vee 
Broadstairs....... sae Bop e settee oka, -_ Llanelly : mY Scunthorpe ..... A Wor ei sep ienaoocs "42 “tials 
Bromsgrove U, Prey Epping... ke CODON. 5. .<ces0s Phas Selby ....... suaak bed ink ek Specie 
Broughton, Flint A ene ok Long Eaton ........... oA Sevenoak Al > ai lh uaa dagsauabates 24 in 
Buckley ........... OOP Wisccadeees meee Loughborough M.B.......... A Sheerness wy. Wola RIE, “aseesevens Bei stat 
Bungay ....... Sieniee A2 Fakenham .A2 Louth M.B. peal Sheffield chk ly a 3in 
Burnham-on-Crouch -A2 Falmouth ...... ..A2 RUONOMNORE Sip ssvnvnsccinvcccsveSel A Shipley ......... oA , 22 in 
NED |W isisindeverisaabnsecenee A PMOTINEN << cinssescecessvceacecebe A PMN 5. vccscccvesepaceseactees A2 Shoeburyness ...........0.0e00+ A VOM ” Sencineiccculiesiouscsuaents A 2: + 
For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1}d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1d.; (Lo 
Labourers, 3s. 6}d. tPlus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. : 2§ in. 
a and ee ae saa aang _ gpg Seteanenents operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive site 
- per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 
— se heey. throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s, 1}d. per hour. Women engaged on work other thao 
ctaft processes, 2s. . per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 164. 
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The Builder 


HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants’ warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


£ ses. ¢& 
Pit Ballast ree poe aFe ae waa es per yd. 1 4 6 
Pit Sand roe oe wee Ee. aaa ae ‘a I 2 3) 
Washed Sand ... ae aia wei age ead - > ] 
jin. Shingle _... es aa ae ine Rea ee a 3 
jin. Broken Brick... poe ae Pon Poe e 1 6 6 
Pan Breeze . «oe coe PR 10 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate saa ee ©=6per ton 3 0 9 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site os tes ... per ton 416 6 
1 to 6 tons, site me ee -a-"6 
Rapid Hardening Ce ment in 6-ton loads and up- 
wards to site rE i, Se ee 5 4 6 
lto6tons do. site ate See s 5 16 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 

ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots mae Be 618 0O 
Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. per ton. 


White Portland Cement me eae Vea aa ie 12 17 O 
Under | ton... se Ae ss wes .-« per cwt. 15 4 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid ennianaties in 6-ton lots 

and upwards .. per ton 6 9 0 
Super Cement (W. aterproof), "32s. 6d. per ton above 

Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 

(l-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 

ous cement, 6-ton lots and up a 14 0 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railwa ay y Depot, 

London , a 6 8 9 
Moler Mortar Powder for ‘Flue Bricks (London 

sites) ios xis aa Pee aes .» percwt. 110 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks are =e Por eas .. per 1,000 11 17 O 
Second Hard Stocks ... aes nee = ive Pe 10 16 O 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) Sea aRe os ee as 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... a 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2§ in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

District Commons wes awe es ee = 5 13 0 

Cellular do. ae aes eee oe Pe a 5 413 0 

Keyed do. oa nae mes vas aes me 515 0 

Rustics ee oR oes Ae Sat . 618 0O 
Cellular Rustics pee cee axa ee re & 618 0 
Single Bullnose do aes nee ue wae i 613 0 

Sandfaced «es me 7 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations)... wea i 25 16 6 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) per so ms 26 10 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... oa a i 233 8 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) ne sae os 10 3 0 
Uxbridge Whi.es (London sites) .. x 9 6 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (L ondon sites) oe a 714 0 
24 in. Best inns Fire Bricks (London 

stations) y a ats ea saa rf 26 6 3 
3 in. do. “(London stations) wa xt a 31 12 O 
2} in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites)... oe os 36 0 O 
yy in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) 3 14 4 6 
2j in. Machine- made Multi Red Facings (London 

Sites) os 14 13 6 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





£ (6. ¢ 
2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

sites) . per1,000 14 11 O 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 

(London sites) ‘ a 1415 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Cherry ‘Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London sites) an PD |e oe 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) ea a aT °S “6 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) pa 41 10 0 
2§ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) Ps 13 6 0 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) - 1418 0 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), \ White, . Ivory, E Brow ies 

Stretchers . he 64 0 0 

Headers ; re 63 0 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats” aa 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ... aaa “ aaa oe 85 0 0 

Double Headers ae 7710 O 

One side and two ends us 87 0 0 

Two sides and one end pe 89 10 O 

Splays and Squints a 83 0 0 


Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174 °% for Best quality and 
plus 174% less 10° for Second quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. 


HoLLow CLAy PARTITION BLocKs (Keyed) 


Minimum 
lorry loads. 
sf nae aoe 140 yds. aaa ... per yd. sup. 44 
3) 4 was ea 140 yds. ai ois a 47 
Wiis.” ccs dey wae 120 yds. Ke $ 4 
BUILDING BLOCKS Ke; ved) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) oe 95 yds. : 6 9 
6 in. (82” x 5§”) ... 1,250 Blocks... | per 1,000 26 6 0 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
ys eee mae sea 100 yds. ... per yd. sup. a9 
24 eon tea ae 85 yds. ae poe S 42 
. Sh ae ae ae 75 yds. a 5 0 
OW cx eed aaa 55 yds. a 6 2 
CRANHAM 
Zit as a 6 8 
yo) aoe 3 7 4 
3 in. “s 8 7 
4 in. - es 10 7 
4} in. Load bearing quality ae ll 8 
MOLER PARTITION BLOCKS 
Zi ss duu a 150 yds. os 15 6 
yt _ ‘as 120 yds. a 15 9 
i? ee — ois 100 yds. - 16 0 
4in. ... axe aoe 90 yds. ore : 19 0 
THERMALITE PARTITION BLOCKS 
ye 120 yds. iis a 6 ll 
‘Peemian LOADBEARING eekseaetl BLocKs 
Fi. ssc ai 33 yds. bee = 8 34 
2 ar Pee a 75 yds. 10 9 
pt ee uae wie 60 yds. on iy 3 
Gi. ..< wae waa 50 yds. aa 16 1 
Sie 2c. a eas 374 yds. a a 3 46 
ie ees ree oe 33 yds. im 1 4 34 


FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER tan 


3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads ... ; aes eas 


4 in. do. 
5 in. do. 
6 in. do. 
7 in. do. 
8 in. do. 


.. per 1,000 33 6 0 
: pS 3 


514 0 

42 10 0 

“ 47 17 0 
58 8 0 

68 9 O 


10 x3" x4 ” Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per i ,000 multiples 56 15 0 
ee 64 


exe) 
10x 4"> 


do. do. & 
do. do. 


8 
3 
8 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


71 0 0 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality TH, 1073° 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% IW“ 4 10°, L 1073 
Tested Quality 373° 4 - rH +1074 
B.S.S. Tested do. +47$%—774°, +4738% +1074 


under 2 tons 

+ 1173% 
% +10% +1178% 
% +4376%+1174% 
oS 4474 °°) +1175 °2 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 


% sid, 
3 in. Land aune — ie 12 in. a -. per 1,000 11 3 6 
4 in. do. ; me 14 14 6 
DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 
delivered London area - aa .. per yd. sup. 3.3 
Asbestos base ditto 7 lb. per yd. sup. do. do. os 5 0 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. ee i 
18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates .. per 1,000 38 6 0 
14 in. <9 in. do do. F : a 29 11 O 
9 in. x9 in. do. do. . 18 2 6 
18 in. x 44 in. do. do. Mee 17 15 6 
14 in. x 4} in. do. do. mn 141 9 
9 in. x 44 in. do. do. me Do 4 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park 


St. Aldhelm Box Ground | 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 


” 





. per ft. cube 8 0 
9 


Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _ ,, 8 9 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aA SS 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region : ae ee 8 3% 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin leo Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, y nee and 
stooled cills sees cube 3 10 8 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do. re 210 6 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated é et 119 O 
12 in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping a 212 0 
14 in. x 6 in. do. do. se 2) 
44 in. x Yin. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ... 2 2.6 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. fe 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6i in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cubel 5 9 
0. do. fair one sll for fair faced 
brickwork sae eae 110 6 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on "7 
and front .- perft.cube2 8 O 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . *5 2 20 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 8 6 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup.2 19 3 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French va Tiles from 

Lincolnshire district Said 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 
Concrete tiles 104 x 63 : see 

do. Interlocking (49S) a 

Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


SLATES 


ayy? Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
7 000 — 


S 

SossSRoe 

xXx XXX X 
NS) 


16 x 
16x 8 
NOTE. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


TIMBER 


Softwood— 
Joinery quality 


— 

Ww 

oo 
ANOoOwonooe 


co 

N 

sl 
CWNOOODADOLD 


Ex. — per standard £110 to £130 


Carcassing quality . a £98 to £102 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring cc a £108 0 O 
Hardwood— 

Mahogany—African S.E. do per ft. cube 110 O 
do. Honduras do. do. Be s 3 OS 

Oak European do. do. a 2.5 0 
do. Japanese do. rye do. fe 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. ae 11: 0 

Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ss 5 3 @ 

Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. — i es te 
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DOORS (in Lots I-11) 

Delivered London area. 

1} in. 4 Horizontal ae 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 
2 tt. 31m. < 6-ft. Cin 
2h. Gin. X Of. 61 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 61 


2 in. do. but —_ panel rig 
2 ft. 6 x 6 ft. 6 
2 ft. 3 7 ¢ 6ft. 61 


2 in. Panel, top panel open. 


2ft.6m. < 6 ft. 61 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 61 


SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area. 


ae 4 in. deal 


n. eee 
Nn. ... 
Nn. ... 
en. 


= 


Nn. ... 
N. ..- 


Pattern 4 x G in deal 


oe x G in deal 


0 in. in 


1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) ... 
1} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ... 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 


per yd. 


Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per } in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


Norm 


NN 


WwWNN 


Un 
NNLONUMN 


Wee Nw 


- eh 


= 100 sq. ft. 

$ in. rane = a 
is in. m a 
fs in. Aion Fiat Building § ‘Sheets. . per yd. sup. 
tin. do. x ms 
— Felt, 1 sid 
Best Scotch Giue in slabs . per 3 cwt. 

do. pearl see me 
Croid Glue... <1 2 1: 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) be . per ton 

do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . me . 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) . per cwt. 

do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) 35 
METALS 

STEEL Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x 5in.,8in. x S5in., 8in. < 6in., 10in. X 6in. 

12in. x 6in. am cut to lengths delivered London 

area . per ton 
Extra for sizes 

3 in. <X 14 in. 4in. x 1} in. ae is 

3\in. X 3 in. Sie mS ae « 

4in. xX 3in., 10in. x 44 in. xe a 

Sin; X 24 in., - 5in. X 3 in. ne ‘ 

4} in. x 1} in. eae Ra sie ae ng 
Sin. xX 44 in Tins 3h i in, - 13 in. X Sin. «..per'ton 
6in. X 3 in, 24 in. x 74 in. Ba ae Seo eg 
6in. xX 44 in. 7 im. x 4 in. Sint X Sy scan) 55 
9 in. < 4 in. 10 in. x 5 in. aN 

12in. x Sin. 22 in. X 7 in. =a 
9 in. X 7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. < 8 in. 

14m. <X Sim. 14 in. x 6 in. 14 in. x 8 in | 
1S in. < Sin. 15 in. X 6 in. 16 in. < 6in tee 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. x 7in | 
18 in. < 8 in. 20 in. 20 in. x 74 in J 


Steel angles average price 
Steel tees average price 


x 64 in. 


Fabricated work delivered ‘London— 
R.S. Joists cut and aes 


Compound girders .. 
Stanchions 
Compound stanchions 


In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins 
Average prices not for awkward work. 


Angle cleats and § in., ? in. and oi in. bolts daliniigs ane? 


London area 


Stock ¢ in. diam., 


} in. diam. 
te in. do. 
gin. do. 
sin. do. 


Tubes to BSS1387 and os. 


Sia BARS 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 


— upwards 


++» per ton extra 


MILD STEEL TUBES 


List prices and following discounts: 
Maileable Fittings 


+ he Malleable List—32 


Galvanised Tube— I. Fittings 
ClasA+ 4% : 
Class B + 94% Light 
Class C + 253% Heavy + 36 
Black— 
Class A — 21% ; 
Class B — 103% Light + 15} %, 


Class C + 13% 


Heavy + 234% 


’ 


..per cwt. 


’ 


” 


40 
41 
55 
61 
66 


83 


> 
—NwhoO 


+ 40% 


Malleable List—324% 


C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


3 in. 

33 in. 

4 in. se 
44 in. mae 


me a me we 


Gutters 
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Nozzles 


Stop 
Ends 
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3} in. 
4in. 
4} in. 
5 in. 


din. 
2} in. 
Zin. 
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4in. 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GuTTeErRs 
Gutters 
3 in. 4/43 
34 in. 4/104 
4in. 5/44 
4} in. 5/94 
5 in. ose 6/ 4} 
eC. tate: -WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. ~~ Pipe 
2in. 7/24 
2} in. 7/24 
3 in. 8/14 
34 in. 9/3 
4in. 10/8 
L. cc. Chaos SoiL PIPEs 
2in. 8/23 
2} in. 8/74 
3 in. 9/8 
34 in. 10/10 
4in. 12/4 


only. 
and tonnage allowance. 


L.C.C. CoaTtepD DRAIN Pipes 


Mild Steel Hoops 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge aes 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 

Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge ae 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 

Galvanised flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 


(Base prices) 

Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) wee 
Sheet BS 1470 N 53 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... 
= strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 


de) A 
Coiled strip for flashing 99. 1% purity ‘22 SWG (121 in. 
wide) 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32in. x 20SWG ... , 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 31?in. x 20SWG 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS td Utility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 31fin. x 20SWG . oui 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC aoeni moulding 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C 1 in. diam. round 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP simple angle ... 
Extruded section BS 1476 HELOWP 1 in. diam. round 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 14in. O/D x 20SWG aa 
Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 14 in. O/D x 20SWG 





Stop 
Nozzle Ends 
3/11 /- 
3/11 1/3 
4/1 1/6 
4/8 1/10 
5/5 2/1 
Bends __ Branches 
3/8 5/4 
4/1 7/1 
5/2 7/8 
6/1 9/3 
7/4 10/11 
6/4 7/8 
7/- 9/7 
7/8 11/7 
9/7 13/7 
10/8 15/8 
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Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 24% 
4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. on Branches 
4in. wea ree Bis 1 i 25/8 8/3 32/6 
6 in. sae aes sats 2 @ 1 38/1 43/6 77/9 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths . per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes - oi each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches ... a 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse . fe 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 4¢ in. proj. ie 2/11 3/9 4/3 5/11 
do. 6in. do. eS 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. ae . per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/74 
Drop ends each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends.. ime = /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles... eis eis x 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles... nee = a 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips sip a 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
ASBESTOS — ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 44 in. 5 in. 6i 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
Drop ends ««« Gach 4806 2 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Stopends ... wae se 9 /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles a wee 3s 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles cele daa as 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Union Clips eee es 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
Per ton basis 
in London 
s. ¢ 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown commie ey 42 17 6 
Mild Steel Bars 37 14 O 
39° 1 «0 


Ex Merchant's 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


per Ib. 


” 


per sheet 


per Ib. 


& 
49 
51 
54 


56 
be 
65 


57 
61 
66 


. 

6 
16 
16 
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16 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 


Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 


All per doz. sin. fin. lin. 1l}in. 14in. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron 87/-— 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 109/— 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/-— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/— 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron Sa ‘ .. 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
ldin. 1}in. 2in. 3 in. in. 4 in. 
Caps and screws . 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass sleeves a5 31/11 31 11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
1} x 6lb. 13 x 6lb. 2 x 7lb. 3 x 7Ib. 
Lead P. trap with brass cieaning 
screws ie 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap do. 77/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder s. ¢. 
Plumbers’ sea a waa per lb. > BA 
Tinmen’s ... a a ae ee ae os 3 8 
Blow pipe... a aaa Sua was sae es os 


CopPpER TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 393d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
Zin. x 19 gauge ... 123 Total per Ib. 52% 
3in. x 19 ,, a aire 114 = pe 503 
i EE” eee 95 a 49 
ase. a Se 9 a 483 
13 in. x 18 ‘a ” ” 483 
2 m. < V7 We 105 a 50 
Rolled coma sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ «4. & 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras 7 perton 347 15 0 
ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots mpnents percwt. 8 11 6 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) 3 s $39 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) - “<a ee 8 8 9 
Brass TUBES 
Brass tubes basic aaa ane on and eemmet 
ing extras : per Ib. 2 7} 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


, ee 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and apne perton 143 5 0O 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ~ a me 144 10 O 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 2 in. to 4 in. dia. aad a 146 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. , me aaa se 148 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe dea aa ee 146 0 O 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under | ton ane aa per cwt. 2 0 
3cwt. do. 5 cwt. . 4 0 
lcwt. do. 3 cwt. “as ssa ws ose a 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 711 9 
do. White do. do. ae ‘i 719 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. tae * ye 
do. Fine do. do. Pu? ‘ $2 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ad . 69 6 
Hydrated Lime do. 7 + 2-6 
Lump Lime do. : pom - Ss 2G 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1- ton loads... ey 10 12 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads s 10 6 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads he pe — rte a ck 
Hair per cwt 417 6 
Gypsum P laster Lath or Base Board 4 3 in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 23 
1,200 yds. ; : yaw: 
Do. Insulating do. ‘Qin. thick 600 yds. ‘and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2 11 
1,200 yds... a 2 10} 
Gypsum Pl: ister Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
12 ft., } in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site... ‘aaa was sa = Zz ¢ 
1,200 yds. ... ye ih S25 Ane aa ae a 
Do. Insulating do. in. thick 600 yds. and over 
in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... ae ‘a - 3s 2 
1,200 yds. sae i ies 3° 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER Per ft. super 
i s. 
ee Gao — per cwt : 7 . $ in. Figured oma and Cathedral, Standard patterns: ‘ 

: re ie 
Washable Distemper Fr $ 5 0 - . 3 aa oan ats son 9 
Gloss Paint : pergal. 210 0 4 Special Tints. ; My 
Snowcem cement paint es l - eaanssngles wae Pay percwt. 311 0 $ in. ames Hammerstripe, Reeded, , Reediyte and 
EAD FROD A uminatin aes 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 8 18 0 4 in. Wired Cast ie , eee mee : ; 
Genuine oot Lead Paint 1- 19 - Jotsin 1 gal. tins per gal. : Ps : + in. Georgian Wired Cast ... ee 1 
Genuine Red Lea ry, 1 cwt. keg per cwt. a 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg = 211 O = Glass own x 32 in Each 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 9 0 PB3. 1x 73 x 34 ny 4 9 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra per gal. 14 0 PB32 7h x 74 X 3 in. 4 2 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) — do. ... . 14 6 8 2 
TIN RIES Radiused Corner Blocks to match - with— 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... es 5 6} i gf * os : 3 
do. do. ‘ (40 gal.) Ester do. aS : bt PB 32 6 - 
Solignum, Brown al. cans) Exterior a ss 
|e ence ple «aad : 20 |. tin. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. Quality— Per ft. supe 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. tad per Ib. 6 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 3°97 
White Lining Paper ... per piece 1 0 ” ” » 5 ft. sup. 4°5 
im ae a 45 ft. sup. 54 
VARNISHES, etc. » oo» » 100 ft. sup. . 5 6 
Melivered Tondon arca din. peg t Plate, extra ve, hess ere see 100 ft. 
aive. , : sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways quality 
— — — per gal. : > : ae exceeding 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one wigan or 135 in. 
“a 4 oth ways ‘ ee $4 
ai nt dae sede ge gy ig : ; 4 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto 1k 3 
Fershell Flat Warnich do. ... sg 2714 0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 16 0 
Fre C Onsch ad 210 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
oo oo a > 00 Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Japan Gold Size ee 1 i2 6 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
Black Japan oe) ” : _ 4 The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
eagle ” 15 0 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Terebene : 1 8 0 sa Minimum Per ft. sup 
Knotting (1 gal, bottles free)... 96 2 2 0 peng ent 4 _ quantity —s. d 
French and Brush Polish (do.) e a . 2/000 
2602. 4s. 2, 7 
GLASS S202. 0. aaa 2,000 10} 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 4 in. Rolled Plate ace «> 1,000 1k 
Ss. d. 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 5% Patterns, White 1,000 7} 
240z. ,, % .” ” ” *9 7g 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating om 
2602. » %» ” ” ” ” 10 and Spotlyte.. J 10 
32 om mm ne a - ae | fs in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 1 
4 in. Rolled Plate - i : 9 ¢ in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... : 2,000 ll 
#; in. and } in. Rough Cast . 1 0 + in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 









AUBTW 
President on Loss of Support 

TTTHE Amalgamated Union of Building 

Trade Workers have lost member- 
ship in the past 12 months and the union’s 
financial position has deteriorated, Mr. 
Harry WEAVER, the president, told members 
at the 28th National Delegate Conference, 
which ends to-day (July 22), at Great Yar- 
mouth. Other points from Mr. Weaver's 
address are given below. He said: 

We have undertaken heavy commitments 
in expanding education services, increasing 
benefits and supporting members in two 
large-scale strikes. All these factors, one 
would have thought, would result in the 
members rallying to the assistance and 
support of the Union. On the contrary, 
member participation was never so low, and 
we have met with a rebuff in our efforts to 
persuade the members to pay an economic 
price for the services given. 

Extra for Skill ?—Surely evefi the most 
romantically inclined member cannot accept 
the view that mankind in generaj has so far 
advanced in altruism as to be willing to 
accept extra responsibility and display extra 
skill without demanding some extra 
payment. 

The continuation of full employment, the 
incidence of bonus earnings and the capacity 
of the individual to secure hourly rates above 
those provided for in our agreements, 
compels us to question the wisdom of main- 
taining our existing methods of wage fixa- 
tion. We appear to have got into a rut 
with these mechanical applications for an 


increase of a few coppers in the hourly 
rate. This annual lucky dip kind of wage 
demand, unrelated to any scientific assess- 
ment of economic, industrial and _ social 
developments, is undermining confidence in 
our ability to negotiate the kind of agree- 
ment that will provide a secure future for 
those whom we represent. We should cease 
trying to catch up with the past and devise 
a policy that will fit the economic, industrial 
and social facts of life of to-day. 

Conditions of Work.—We are losing the 
initiative in these matters. No disciplinary 
measures, no consideration of trades union 
principles, no scruples of any kind are 
allowed to interfere with the attainment of 
weekly earnings sufficient to meet current 
needs. The eight-hour day is almost a 
trades union museum piece. Whilst we have 
been obsessed with our juggling with the 
hourly rate we have well: nigh let slip from 
our control the determination of the con- 
ditions under which our members live and 
work. 

I venture to suggest that consolidation of 
the improved wage standards established 
since the war into a guaranteed weekly 
wage, supplemented by a properly controlled 
incentive scheme, represents the most 
realistic and progressive policy for the 
immediate future. 

The biggest threat to our future comes 
from those who, taking advantage of recent 
difficulties, clamour for legislation to impose 
compulsory arbitration and ballot votes upon 
the trades union movement. There can be 


no future for a trades union movement that 
industrial 


has lost its freedom to use its 





striking power when circumstances justify its 
use—just as there is no future for any union 
that abuses its powers. 


RESOLUTION. 


Numerous motions were submitted to the 
conference from the branches demanding a 
new wage increase, another 6d. being the 
popular cry; the King’s Cross branch, how- 
ever, wanted Is. an hour increase. Many 
resolutions were also received on_ the 
acceptance of the recent wage _ increase 
which widened the gap between labourers’ 
and craftsmen’s rates, almost all deploring 
this move. Other branches deplored “ the 
long protracted negotiations in the settlement 
of wage claims.” Other popular demands 
were for a 44-hour guaranteed week and for 
the taking of both weeks’ annual holiday in 
the summer. 


RECRUITS IN THE INDUSTRY 
President's Call for More 


MEMBERS of the North-West Region of 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers were told the other day that 
building work in the region in the next 
few years might be more than _ builders 
could cope with, unless sufficient new 
recruits were brought into the industry. 

Mr. ROBERT CARLYLE, president, said they 
were only barely maintaining their appren- 
ticeship strength, and that was not enough. 
Although there was already enough work 
on the drawing- boards to tax. their capacity 
in the coming months, there was a great 
deal more to follow. They must assure 
their customers they could show themselves 
capable of handling that work. 
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ANNACIS ISLAND PROJECT 


Industrial Estate in Canada 


ETAILS of the progress of an 

industrial development project. at 
Annacis Island, near Vancouver, British 
Columbia, were released in London on 
July 12 by representatives of Grosvenor 
Estates (Canada) Ltd., the development 
company. 

The island was bought by the Duke 
of Westminster’s Estates, shortly before 
the death of the Duke in 1953, in order 
that it might be developed on the lines 
of a modern British industrial estate, 
and development began in March, 1954. 

{t was stated by Mr. G. K. RIDLEY, 
the chief agent for Grosvenor Estates, 
that the causeway and bridge which 
have been built to link the island with 
the City of New Westminster and the 
mainland will be officially opened by the 
Canadian Minister of Defence on July 
22. The causeway will carry a three-lane 
reinforced concrete road and a railway. 

The construction work for the project 
1s being carried out by the Canadian 
subsidiary of John Laing and Son Ltd., 
who were planning to set up in Canada 
at the time the Grosvenor Estates were 
planning their Annacis Island project. 

Work began by pumping sand from 
the Fraser River, in which the 1,200 acre 
island lies 800 yards from the City of 
New Westminster, in order to raise the 
level of the island from 3 to 14 feet. The 
laying-out of roads, supplying services 
and building the causeway followed. The 
administration building at the estate 
entrance which will house the staffs of 
Grosvenor Estates (Canada) Ltd., and 
John Laing and Son (Canada) Ltd., is 
already built. So also is a bank building. 

GENERAL SIR OuvRY ROBERTS, who is 
directing the development of the island, 
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said that initial development had been 
confined to about 200 acres and the rate 
of expansion will depend upon demand. 
He stated that two factories of 20,000 
sq. ft. and 40,000 sq. ft. respectively are 
at the moment being built, and added 
that many inquiries had been received 
from British, Canadian and American 
industrialists. 

General Roberts stated that Annacis 
Island was situated in the centre of an 
area of expanding population where 
there was a big demand for permanent 
employment of labour. The choice of a 
site in British Columbia was due in part 
to their need for secondary industries and 
hence their need for an industrial estate 
on British lines. 

Annacis Island offers facilities for 
deep-water docks where the shipping 


from England and the rest of the world - 


will be catered for. Also it was stated 
that it was intended next year to bring 
a natural gas pipe-line to the island. It 
was pointed out that while the develop- 
ment of the Annacis Estate is inevitable— 
looked on as a long-term project—it is 
not expected that the whole of the island 
will be developed within the next few 
years. 


COLONIAL ROAD RESEARCH 
Advisory Committee Appointed 


AFTER CONSULTATION with the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies has 
appointed a committee to advise on matters 
of road research for the benefit of the 
colonies. 

Dr. W. H. Glanville, CB, CBE, DSc, 
MICE, Director of Road Research, has 
accepted the chairmanship of the committee, 
and the United Kingdom membership is as 
follows :— 

Sir George Burt (J. Mowlem & Co., Ltd.); Mr. 


A view of work in progress on the first phase of development of the ‘Annacis Industrial 
Estate and the. recently completed causeway linking the north-east end of Annacis 
Island with the City of New Westminster. 
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R. L. Fitt (Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners); Mr. 
G. H. Hargreaves, Deputy Chief Engineer (Civil), 
Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation; Mr. R. U. 
Law (George Wimpey & Co., Ltd.); Mr. S. Mehew, 
OBE (Derbyshire County Council); Mr. F. W. Parker 
(Frederick Parker, Ltd.). 

‘Mr. J. L. Phipps (Bitumen Department, Shell Co.); 
Mr. J. Rawlinson, CBE (London County Council); 
Mr. R. W. Taylor, CMG (Crown Agents for Oversea 
Governments and Administrations); Prof. Gilbert 
Walker (Faculty of Commerce and Social Science, 
University of Birmingham); Sir Hubert Walker, KBE 
(Colonial Office); Mr. F. H. P. Williams, Colonia 
Road Research Liaison Officer, 
Laboratory (ex-officio member). 

Representatives of colonial governments 
will also serve as members of the committee. 

Colonial governments have indicated sup- 
port for the establishment of a Colonial 
Road Research Section at the Road Research 
Laboratory to deal full time with road 
problems peculiar to tropical and rapidly 
developing colonial territories. A colonial 
development and welfare research grant has 


accordingly been made for this purpose. 


INCORPORATED CLERKS OF 
WORKS 


Examination Results 


Road _ Research 


IN the examinations for Clerks of Works 
held at the RIBA recently by the Institute 
of Clerks of Works of Great Britain In- 
corporated the following passed the final 
examination : — 


PART II (FINAL) PASSED 
F. Connolly (S/Sgt.), Beaconsfield: J. L. Craigs, 
Bowes Park, N11; A. Fisher, Wolverhampton; E. G. 
Friend, Cheriton, Kent; G. J. Gill, Lower Shorne, 
Kent; G. A. Grant, Wolverton; A. G. Green, Wal- 
lington; G. T. Hill, Bury St. Edmunds; G. L. Hodge, 
Surbiton; J. Hutton, Blackburn; A. V. Isom, Col- 


chester. 
H. V. James, Birkenhead; B. Johnson (W/O.I), 


Chatham; R. A. Marshall, Hornchurch; R. G. Milton, 
Cardiff; P. Munnery, Three Bridges; G. Overend 
(S/Szt.), Hillingdon; F. Peck, Seamer, Yorks; S., J. 
Perry, Carlton, Notts.; E. R. Pittaway (W/O.1, Chat- 
ham; W. Shankland, Streatham; R. R. Skipp (S/Sgt.), 
Warminster; R. Stanford, Cradley, Staffs; 
Webster, Welshpool, Montgomery. 

The following passed the examination in 
Edinburgh : — 

J. P. Genoe, Glasgow, Nl; D. F. Inglis, East 
Calder; D. P. Smith, Carnoustie. 

The following passed the examination in 
Belfast : — 

A. P. Adams, Auchnacloy, Co. Tyrone. 

The following passed in three groups in 
July, 1954, and this time completed the 
examination : — 

A. Bryan, Hornsey; *E. Coxon, Morpeth; J. 
Farrar, Shaw, Lancs; N. Ford, Glossop; D. P. Jones, 
Burton-on-Trent; W. S. W. Lowbridge (W/O.ID, 
Rainham: *J. Spowart, West Hartlepool; A. F. D. 
Stroud, Wantage. 

The following passed in two groups in 
July, 1954, and this time completed the 
examination : — 

L. E. Broad, Headington; A. Brooke, Tadworth; 
A. M., Glover, Cardiff; W. E. Kirby, Maidstone; 
F. G. Martin, Chelmsford; T. Meegan, Upminster; 
G. O. Stretch, Morecambe. 

The following passed in two groups in 
July, 1954, and this time passed in one more 
group :— 

W. H. Dunn, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Passed in thsee groups out of four: — 


E. H. Boon, Ashton, Northampton; G. Burn, Wilms- 
low; *J. I. Dey, Arbroath; G. L. Dundas, Sheffield: 
*R. D. Mackay, Grangemouth; +C. H. Parvin, Bel- 
fast; *A. A. Peddie, Dundee; F. Snape, Billington, 
Blackburn; W. C. Whitham, Padiham, Burnley. 


Passed in two groups out of four: — 


T. J. Barrow, Wirral; R. D. Chambers (S/Sgt.), Lee, 
SE12; F. Copestake, Stoke-on-Trent; C. Mancey, 
East Ham; F. Pascall, Dover; A. A. Tait, Herne Hill. 


*Denotes sat for the examination in Edinburgh. 
+ Denotes sat for the examination in Belfast. 


Twenty-eight candidates passed in Part I 
(Preliminary) of the examination. 
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[From Our Own Correspondents] 


*BRITISH WEST INDIES.—Trinidad: 
It seems likely that a considerable amount 
of new mechanical equipment will be needed 
for irrigation and drainage, and UK manu- 
facturers should ensure that their products 
are kept well before the relevant depart- 
ments. Speed of delivery will be a prime 
factor in the placing of the orders. 

British Guiana: There should be scope 
for some types of prefabricated buildings 
for industrial and commercial purposes, 
warehousing, stores, etc. Some local coun- 
cils are considering the introduction of their 
own “self-help” housing schemes, and the 
British Guiana Credit Corporation is already 
operating along that line, in addition to 
assisting with industrial projects.... A 
large factory, expected to cost about $24m.. 
is to be built in Georgetown this year. The 
interests behind this project are believed to 
be Messrs. “Sunrise” Biscuit Factory, of 
Trinidad, and Messrs. West Indies Biscuit 
Co., Ltd., of Barbados. 

Barbados: \t is proposed to set up a cor- 
porate housing body which will be guaran- 
teed a sum of $24m. to be advanced for 
building projects over the next 11 years. 
The Electric Supply Corporation are to 
construct a new power station at an esti- 
mated cost of some $3m. 


GREECE.—It is reported that the agree- 
ment between the Greek authorities and 
the Chemical Fertiliser Co., which is co- 
operating with Krupps over the construction 
of the Ptolemais Project, is about to be 
signed. This project, which includes lignite 
mining operations, a briquette factory and 
a power station, will cost about £6m. The 
erection of the 65,000-kw. power station 
will be the responsibility of the Public 
Power Corporation. The building of a 
nitrogen factory, a survey of which is being 
carried out by the American firm of Coppers, 
is not yet decided upon. Its construction 
depends on a loan from the International 
Bank. 

The contract between the Public Power 
Corporation and the French Omnium Lyon- 
nais Group has been signed for the 84,000- 
kw. hydro-electric power _ station at 
Megdova. The total cost of the project 
will be about £4m., of which half approxi- 
mately will be foreign exchange. The pro- 
ject includes production of electricity and 
extensive land improvement works in. the 
area. 

INDIA .—The Government of India have 
approved the proposal of the West Bengal 
Government to set up at Durgapur, about 
140 miles from Calcutta, a coke-oven plant 
together with auxiliary by-product plants. 
The total investment is estimated to be in 
the region of £4m. Among the proposed 
projects for utilisation of the gas are a 
30,000-kw. thermal plant for industrial and 
domestic use in the Calcutta area. 

A committee has been set up under the 
auspices of the Union Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry to examine the possi- 
bility of manufacture of different types of 
equipment required in irrigation and power 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 


projects. Foreign manufacturers are to be 
encouraged to build factories in India for 
the production of such necessary equipment 
as tractors, scrapers, dumpers, diesel genera- 
tors, and air compressors. 

The project for the Rihand Valley De- 
velopment is to be constructed under con- 
tract with a reputable construction firm 
rather than by a departmental agency. The 
work includes the building of a dam, power 
house and switch yard.... The City of 
Madras has a large power plant expansion 
scheme in hand which is to be financed out 
of Indian resources. 


It is interesting to note that a team of 
Indian engineers and technical experts, 
including the chairman of the Central Water 
and Power Commission, the deputy director- 
general of the Department of Civil Aviation 
and the deputy general inspector of mines, 
have gone to the Soviet Union under the 
auspices of the United Nations Technical 
Assistance Board. The purpose of their 
visit is to examine how far the USSR can 
provide facilities for technical assistance to 


India and other undeveloped countries 
through UNTAB. 
ITALY.—tThe International Bank has 


approved a third loan to the Cassa per il 
Mezzogiorno for projects connected with 
electrical power service in Southern Italy. 
Costing some 70m. dollars these projects 
include a number of schemes which can 
be undertaken by contractors in the UK and 
firms with offices or agents in Italy are urged 
by the British Trade Commissioner to keep 
careful watch on announcements regarding 
these projects. 

The projects include the following:, A 
hydro-electric power station at Luzzi, Cala- 
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For many years Tretol Ltd. have been among the 
foremost suppliers of cold-applied bitumen damp- 
proof membrane treatments for solid concrete 
floor construction. Their recommended technique 
consists of one application of Tretoi Bituminous 
Solution No. 202T (thin) followed by one appli- 
cation of Tretol Bituminous Solution No. 200T 
(thick). This system provides a perfectly moisture 
and moisture vapour-proof film, requiring no 
special skill in application. The materials are 
supplied ready for use, no pre-heating being 
necessary. 


Hundreds of thousands of houses have been 
built incorporating the Tretol cold-applied bitu- 
minous damp-proof course treatment in solid 
concrete floors, and it is specified by most of the 
leading housing authorities and architects 
throughout the country. The diagram shows a 
typical example of the method by which this 
treatment is incorporated in floor construction. 








Detailed specifications can be obtained from: 


TRETOL LTD., 
Bituminous Section, Tretol House, 
The Hyde, London, N.W.9. 
Telephone : Colindale 7223. (10 lines) 
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bria; doubling the output capacily of the 
two existing hydro-electric stations at Matese, 
north of Naples; completion of a 287 km, 
power line, on which work has already begun, 
which will connect Fiatta, near Naples With 
the power stations of Mucone; a hydro- 
electric power station on the Coscile Tiver, 
near an existing power station which will 
have an output of 4,000 kw. and be Teady 
for service at the end of 1957; a thermal 
power station at Bari, equipped with two 
turbo generators each with a capacity of 
60,000 kw.; construction of a dam on the 
river Tronto, which will supply water to 
a 7,400 kw. power plant and another 3,600 
kw. generator which will be installed in q 
power station to be built at Capodimonte. 
Further projects include: Construction of 
a dam on the Castellano river, which wil] 
supply water for a 14,000 kw. generator also 
destined for the Capodimonte power station; 
a hydro-electric station at Ascoli, below 
Capodimonte, which will be fed from a dam 
on the river Tronto; an irrigation project 
in the Catania plain covering 31,000 hec- 
tares; a new cement factory with a pro- 
duction capacity of 130,000 metric tons per 
annum, which will be constructed near 
Palermo; a factory for the production of 
fertilisers, which will be constructed at 
Catania; a second factory for the production 
of fertilisers which will be constructed near 
Augusta; a factory near Palermo for the 
production of pharmaceutical products and 
chemicals for agriculture; a factory for the 
production of concentrates and the freezing 
of citrus fruits at Catania; factories near 
Avezzano and Frosinone for the production 
of wood pulp and woollen yarn respectively. 


MALAYA.—tThe Great Eastern Life As- 
surance Co., Ltd., of Malaya, is building 92 
flats in Singapore to relieve the shortage of 
housing accommodation. The company is 
spending over £150,000 on ten blocks of 
attractive flats in the Katong District. 

A private syndicate, Canning Garden 
Estate, of Ipoh, is to build a 2,400 housing 
project on a 200-acre plot in the Tambun- 
road area of Ipoh. The project is scheduled 
for completion in four years and will cost 
about £3m. The scheme calls for the con- 
struction of a variety of houses—detached, 
semi-detached, and in blocks. It will also 
include a shopping centre of several blocks, 
a super-cinema, two schools, a market, as 
well as playing fields and open spaces. An 
estimated 600 houses are expected to be 
built in the first year. 

The staff of five Federal Government 
departments are to be moved into air- 
conditioned offices at Petaling Jaya. Their 
modern six-storey block will be the first 
sky-scraper in the satellite town. A _ two- 
storey chemistry block, partly air-condi- 
tioned, and a canteen are also to be built. 
The cost will be about £250,000. The 
departments include Town Planning and 
Registration. Architects of the Public 
Works Department have designed the build- 
ings. Tenders are expected to be put out 
shortly and construction is expected to be- 
gin in 18 months. 

Construction of the huge purification 
plant, part of the £2m. sewerage scheme for 
Kuala Lumpur, will start some time towards 
the end of this year. The Municipal 
Sewerage Engineer said recently that ten- 
ders for the building of this plant at Kam- 
pong Pantai would be called for very soon. 
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The project will take about two years to 
complete. 

It is interesting to note that a further 
sum of nearly £5m. has been paid out to 
claimants under the War Damage Com- 
pensation Scheme by the War Damage 
Commission, Malaya. Total amount paid 
to date is in the region of £50m. . . .Under 
the new government programme a Housing 
Authority is to replace the Singapore 
Improvement Trust. 


MEXICO.—The Mexican Light and 
Power Co., at a recent meeting announced 
that approximately £3m. will be spent during 
the next 12 months on the construction of 
new sub-stations or on the enlargement of 
those already operating. . . . The Compania 
Impulsora de Empresas Electricas which 
controls a number of companies supplying 
electric power has also announced a scheme 
(estimated cost about £15m.), covering a 
five-year expansion policy at Celaya, El 
Platanal, Puebla, Tampico, and Merida. 

PAKISTAN.—Preliminary work has be- 
gun on two projects in the North-West 
Frontier Province which will enable 700,000 
acres of barren land to be cultivated and will 
provide hydro-electric power. The first 
project involves the construction of a canal 
from the right bank of the river Indus, near 
Kalabagh, to irrigate over 370,000 acres in 
the Dera Ismail Khan district. Power will 
be generated at Chasma and will be used in 
connection with the irrigation facilities. 

The second project is the Kunhar river 
multi-purpose scheme: a canal from the 
river will irrigate land in the Abbotabad 
and Mansehra areas, and electricity will be 
generated at three or four points. 


The Rs. 78m. development scheme for 
part of Karachi has been approved by the 
Ministry of Communications. Designs 
have been finalised in consultation with the 
North Western Railway and the consulting 
engineers to the Karachi Port Trust, Messrs. 
Rendel, Palmer and Tritton, of London. 
The external expenditure required is esti- 
mated at the equivalent of about Rs. 36m., 
for which the Government is negotiating a 
loan from the International Bank. 


RHODESIA AND NYASALAND.—A 
new Ministry of Power, under Sir Malcolm 
Barrow, the Federal Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, with Mr. J. Ward as secretary, 
has been established. Sir Malcolm said that 
the new Ministry had been created so that a 
separate organisation could devote all its 
energies to the question of power within the 
Federation. The Ministry would take over 
the Electricity Supply Commission, the dis- 
tribution of power and, most important, the 
Hydro-electric Board and the new hydro- 
electric power schemes. The Federal 
Hydro-electric Board has been reconstructed. 
Mr. Duncan Anderson has been appointed 
chairman. Other members are Mr. A. B. 
Cowan, chairman of the Electricity Supply 
Commission of Southern Rhodesia, Mr. 
K. C. Acutt, local director of the Anglo- 
American Corporation, Major H. K. McKee 
and Mr. E£. T. E. Martin, of Lusaka, and 
Mr. H. W. Stevens, general manager of the 
Nyasaland Railways. 

A report dated April 28 from the French 
consultants, Messrs. Coyne and Tisne, was 
released for publication on May 19. It 
Said that further investigation showed that 
the Kariba scheme was even more favour- 
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able than was at first considered, that the 
proposed site for the dam could be con- 
firmed and adopted without further study, 
and that it should be possible to commence 
generating electricity by 1960. The report 
recommended that preliminary work on the 
coffer-dams and the diversion tunnel should 
begin in July or August of this year and that 
work on the construction camp should also 
be started as soon as possible. The Govern- 
ment has already invited tenders for a sus- 
pension bridge to span the Zambesi river 
at the dam site and has announced the 
intention of placing contracts for the excava- 
tion of diversion tunnels, which will be 600 
yds. long and 30 to 40 ft. in diameter and 
for two coffer-dams. The required comple- 
tion dates for this work will be in December. 


The joint managing directors of the 
Rhodesia Cement Co. have stated that the 
total production capacity for cement in the 
Federation is now 575,000 tons a year. They 
say that supply has now overtaken demand 
and that they are convinced that local pro- 
duction should now meet the requirements 
for the Kariba project in addition to all 
other Federation demands. The company 
propose to build an additional cement works 
in the Blantyre area which will process 
clinker supplied from its works at Colleen 
Bawn, Southern Rhodesia, to meet demand 
in Nyasaland. 


SOUTH AFRICA.—One of the biggest 
housing schemes ever to be launched in 
South Africa is now being planned by the 
South African Railway Administration. 
The scheme is estimated to cost £6m., and 
is intended mainly to serve _ railway 
employees. The houses to be built in towns 
and cities throughout the Union will be 
available at nominal rentals. 

It is estimated that £470m. will be spent 
on power installations in South Africa 
during the next 20 years. Eight new power 
Stations are expected to come into operation 
by mid-1957. They will cost nearly £100m. 


VENEZUELA .—Tenders will soon be 
examined for the Caroni hydro-electric 











UNITONE 


(REGD. TRADE MARK) 


ACOUSTILES 


UNITON LIMITED 
Aceustic and Insulation Division 
25 Coptic St., New Oxford St., London, W.C.1 
LANgham 5736 and MUSeum 7460 
Sole Distributors for Scotland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. LTD., 

22 Blythswood Square, Glasgow, C.2 
Central 2291/5 





163 






scheme in Venezuela, construction of which 
was announced in May by the Venezuelan 
Ministry of Development.... Bids have 
also been invited for the 90,000-kw. power 
station to be erected at Puerto Cabello; 
tenders are to be submitted on August 5. 
The first stages of both projects are to be 
completed and operating by the end of 1957. 
The Ministry of Development announced 
recently that a Venezuelan group represent- 
ing the Reynolds Corporation were studying 
the possibility of establishing an aluminium 
plant in Bolivar State based on electric 
power to be made available fronr the Caroni 
project. ... A powdered-milk plant cost- 
ing about £700,000 is to be built in Mara- 
caibo with assistance from the Development 
Corporation. 


AUSTRALIAN BUILDERS MERGE 


A number of leading contracting firms in 
Australia have merged to form a national 
organisation capable of carrying out any 
large-scale building and construction pro- 
ject in Australia. The organisation, known 
as National Contractors of Australia, owns 
most of the heavy earth-moving and con- 
structing equipment available in Australia. 
The company proposes to seek contracts to 
build airports, railways and defence works. 


NEW RAIL LINK, FHODESIA 


Sir Roy WELENSKY, Minister of Transport 
and Communications, has announced that 
the new line linking the Rhodesian railway 
system with Lourengo Marques will open 
for traffic on August 1. The new line should 
considerably ease pressure on the line from 
Beira and so improve the delivery times of 
overseas imports to the Rhodesias. 


FIBREBOARD INSULATION 


*Mr. George E. Pranis, President of the 
Pranis Roofing Co., 10038 Plymouth-road, 
Detroit 4, Michigan, USA, is seeking a 
United Kingdom source of supply of fibre- 
board roofing insulation, both plain and im- 
pregnated. He is especially interested in 
4 in. and 1 in. thick boards of 24 in. by 48 in. 
size but would also like information about 
2 in. thick boards. 

Mr. Pranis visualises the probability of 
his being able to interest a group of Detroit 
buyers, all users of fibreboard roofing 
materials, in bulk buying from a UK 
supplier. If samples, specifications and costs 
landed at the Port of Detroit via all water 
route, prove to be competitive with domestic 
products, then there would be a market 
there for shipload quantities of from 200 to 
400 tons during summer months when the 
St. Lawrence water-way is open. Payment 
would be made against irrevocable letters of 
credit. 


Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write by airmail direct to Mr. Pranis. 
They should include samples and literature 
and give the following details: (a) Wholesale 
prices ex-works. (b) Cost of packaging. (c) 
insurance and freight costs per through bill 
of lading direct to Detroit (1) by all-water 
route for summer delivery and (2) via 
Canadian railways for winter. (d) Time re- 
quired for delivery. (e) Prices to be quoted 
in US dollars. (A _ final duty-paid cif 
Detroit price would enable Mr. Pranis to 
make an immediate comparison with United 
States prices.) 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 776, quoting ref: ESB/12791/55. 
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School Building Scheme 


FFE EDUCATION COMMITTEE have 

approved a school capital building and 
modernisation programme for the county, 
to cost £4,909,200 by the beginning of 1958. 
The programme will cover all school build- 
ing necessary in Fife during the next few 
years. 

A sum of £2,337,200 will be spent on 
capital schemes, £2.260.500 on extension and 
modernisation, £240,000 on _ temporary 
accommodation, and £71,000 on_ other 
schemes. During the period covered by the 
programme it is proposed to start work 
on 21 new school buildings. Extensions will 
be added to 18 schools and 31 buildings 
will be modernised. 


Dounreay Contract 


JAMES Scott AND Co. (Electrical En- 
gineers), Ltd., have secured a contract valued 
at £500,000 covering the electrical work on 
the Dounreay atomic energy plant in Caith- 
ness. Work will begin at once and continue 
for some years. 


Mental Hospital Development 


THE North-Eastern Regional Hospital 
Board on July 6 approved a report on the 
development of Ladysbridge Hospital, Banff- 
shire, as a mental deficiency colony. 

The report dealt with a meeting between 
representatives of the board, the Lower 
Banffshire Hospitals Board of Management, 
the Department of Health and the General 
Board of Control for Scotland, at which Dr. 
May Baird, chairman of the hospital board, 
presided. 

The meeting agreed with the Depart- 
ment’s suggestion that the 50-bed pavilion 
which, the Department estimated, could be 
erected at a cost of £45,000, exclusive of 
services, be adopted as the basis for the 
initial blocks. 

It was also agreed that a special block 
for new admissions and with various 
clinical and diagnostic facilities should be 
built. 

It was decided that the regional architect 
should prepare as soon as possible a tenta- 
tive layout plan and programme of planning 
and building to be forwarded to the Depart- 
ment of Health. 


Repairs to Stirling Old Tolbooth 


STIRLING Town Council have been 
informed by the Historic Buildings Council 
for Scotland that the Minister of Works 
has approved a grant of £4,500 towards the 
cost of general renovations and structural 
repairs to the Old Tolbooth and Burgh 
Court House in Broad-street, Stirling, esti- 
mated to cost £9,160. The grant was con- 
ditional upon the ultimate use of the build- 
ing being such that members of the public 
might visit it. 


Scottish Rating and Valuation 


A WORKING PARTY is to be set up at once 
to examine the detailed problems involved 
in the preparation of a bill to give effect to 
the Government’s decision to amend the law 
of valuation and rating in Scotland in the 
light of the Sorn Report. Simultaneously, 
an investigation into the equalisation grant 


arrangements is to be held under the chair- 
manship of Mr. J. Nixon Browne, MP, Joint 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Scotland. 


New Quarry at Bishopbriggs 


A SCOTTISH QUARRY which will eventually 
produce 2,000 tons of washed sand and 
gravel a day for the building trade has 
been opened up by Keir and Cawder, Ltd., 
at Bishopbriggs, near Glasgow. Work of 
opening up the quarry has been going on 
for several months, and some 600 tons of 
washed sand and gravel are already being 
produced each day. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans for schools as follows have been 
approved. Architects, J. A. Allan, Ross & Allan 
(FF), 10, Bon Accord-sq., Aberdeen. Wings to two 
nursery schools at Mastrick (£39,250 and £39,219); 
public school at Cummings Park housing estate, 
Northfield (£80,650); two infants’ schools at Mastrick 
estate (£80,875). 


Ayr.—Houses for which plans are being prepared 
will he erected at the Wifflets housing site. Corpora- 
tion A, Thomas O’Brien, Municipal-bldgs., High-st., 
The Sandgate, Ayr. 


Carstairs.—Lanarkshire CC has plans in hand for 
the first development of the village housing site, con- 
sisting of 80 houses. Architect, Samuel MacColl (A), 
County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Dunbartonshire.—Extension to the copper and 
sheet iron department of John Brown & Co., Clyde- 
bank, Ltd. (est. cost, £65,500). Plans prepared by 
their own designers have been approved by the Dean 
of Guild Court, Clydebank. 

Glasgow.—Extensions to warehouse buildings have 
been planned for The Scottish Grain Distilling Co., 
Ltd., Adelphi-st., at London-rd. Engineers, Messrs. 
Cowan & Linn, 3, Clifton-pl., Charing, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for alterations 
and additions to The Castle Cinema, Castle-st., Town- 
head, for The Glasgow Casino Cinema Co., Ltd. 
Architect, Lennox D. Paterson (F), 6, Cadzow-st., 
Hamilton. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared by their own 
engineers for extensions to works for the Sun Venti- 
lating Co., Ltd., at Springfield-rd., New Dalmarnock. 

Glasgow.—A new secondary school will be erected 
at Fleurs-ave., Ibrox, South. Council A, John Mcnab 
(L), Education Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for additions 
and alterations for William Holmes & Co., Ltd., at 
Ingram-st. _ Architects, John Keppie & Henderson, 
and J. L. Gleave, 21, Woodside-pl., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Storehouses for J. & R. Tennant, Ltd., 


brewers, are to be erected at Duke-st., Dennistoun. 
Architect, Thomas S. Cordiner (A), Blythswood- 
chbrs., West George-st., Glasgow. 


Lanarkshire.—Offices for Sommerville & Morrison 
& Co., Ltd., are to be erected at Eastfield, Cambus- 
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TRADE WAGES 
LLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish Nationa] 

Joint Council as from April 18, 1955, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 

Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 5}q, 
For‘ apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman'’s rate. 44 hours, 
s. d, 
Ist PT 7 co ae 44 0 
2nd es oe «s gor 58 8 
3rd me si oe 88 0 
4th ae on 1. 66F 117 4 
Sth os : 75 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft aoe - end of s. d, 
probationary period) = : be 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ; 











lang. Architect, James D. Ferguson, 16, North-ave,, 
Cambuslang. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new police station 
buildings at Kilmandgow, Carluke. Architect, William 
R. Watt (F), Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—Houses for Mr. John D. Kelly, for 
which plans have been approved will be erected at 
Craighead. Architects, Gavin Paterson & Son (A), 
6, Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared by their 
own staff of engineers for new extensions to offices 
at Mossend, Coatbridge, for Colville, Ltd., iron- 
founders, 198, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Five-storey factory buildings for the 
English and Scottish Wholesale Co-operative Society, 
Ltd., will be erected at their Shieldhall manufac. 
turing estate. 

Plains.—Lanarkshire CC has plans in hand for the 


Second Development of the Meadowhead housing 
scheme, consisting of 76 houses. Architect, Samuel 
MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton 


West. 

Renfrewshire.—New county library headquarters for 
which plans have been approved wiil be erected at an 
estimated cest of £13,000, on the Renfrew-rd., Pais- 
ley. County A, Thomas Hepburn, Education Offices, 
Glasgow-rd., Paisley. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared by their own archi- 
tects have been approved for new commercial garage 


and other buildings (estimated cost £14,000) at 
Callendon Iron Works, for the Ironfounders, Ltd., 
Falkirk. 


Stirling.—New showrooms for which plans by their 
own architects have been approved by the Dean of 
Guild Court will be erected for Logie & Co., Ltd., 
at Barton-st., Stirling Fast. 





MANAGEMENT COURSE 


A residential one-week study course on 
“ Management and Productivity in Building 
and Civil Engineering” is to be held by 
Urwick, Orr and Partners, Ltd., manage- 
ment consultants, from November 28 :o 
December 2, at their centre, 17, Mackenzie- 
street, Slough. It is intended for men 
already established in responsible positions, 
and the inclusive fee for the course and full 
board residence will be 50 guineas. Details 
from the organisers at 29, Hertford-street, 
Wi. 


SOLID FUEL HEATING 


Details of two new technical reference 
books on modern domestic solid fuel heat- 
ing appliances have been sent to architects 
and surveyors, builders and local authori- 
ties by the Coal Utilisation Council. 
Publication of the first book is expected 
towards the end of this year and that of the 
second early in 1956. The first volume will 
deal with open fires and heating stoves, and 
the second with solid fuel cookers, com- 
bination grates and boilers. Both are of 
the loose-leaf type. The cost of the books, 
supplied only as a pair, will be £2 10s. 
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“> The Builder 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
ound in the Advertisertent pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
gre advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JULY 27. 
*{Birmingham City C.—Ten houses at Brandwood 
Pard-rd., Brandwood estate, King’s Lynn. Contract 
331. City A, Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 


by August 31. 
JULY 28. 

*+Southampion CBC.—Erection of annexe No. 3 
at Redbridge Jun. and Inf. Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. 
Tenders by August 24. 

*+Surrey CC.—New clinic at Amity-gr., Wimble- 
don, County A. 

JULY 29. 
*+Bristol City C.—Alterations to form additional 


offices at City Museum. City A, Council House. 
p. £2 2s. 
*+Northampton BC.—Structural alterations, etc., 


at public baths. Boro’ A, Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tSomerset CC.—Erection of Burnham-on-Sea Sec. 
Mod. Sch.; Weston-super-Mare Sec. Mod. Sch:; 
Chew Magna Sec. Mod. Sch.; Glastonbury Sec. Mod. 
§ch.; Minehead Sec. Mod. Sch. County A, Park-st., 
Taunton. Dep. £2 2s. each school. 








*tWest Riding CC.—Adaptation of Hostel at 
Chain-la., Knaresborough, for use as Practical Sub- 
jects Centre. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 30. 


*tEssex CC.—Dining hall and adaptations, St. 
Nicholas-la. school, Laindon. County A, Chelmsford. 
*Havant and Waterloo UDC.—Stripping and re- 
tiling of roofs at Town Hall. E&S, Council Offices. 
AUGUST 3. 

*tBeds EC.—Additions, Eaton 
County A, Bedford. 

AUGUST 5. 

*tDurham CC.—Alterations and additions at Stock- 
ton-Billingham Tech. Coll., Phase II; 4 police houses 
and office at Leam-la. estate, Felling. County A. 

*tLindsey CC.—Erection of Scunthorpe Riddings 
Sec. Mod. Sch. Approx. £190,000. Clarke Hall and 
Scorer, F&A, 200, High-st., Lincoln. 

UGUST 6. 

“tMerthyr Tydfil CBC.—(a) 62 houses at Gurnos; 
(b) 64 houses at Swansea-rd.; (c) 52 houses at Twyny- 
garreg, Treharris. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 
Tenders by August 29. 

AUGUST 8. 

*Cardiff City C.—97 dwellings at 
City S, City Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tCrawley Development Corpn.—Town Centre. 
Stage 11B (54 3-storey and 16 2-storey shops in 5 
blocks with yards, services and vehicular accesses). 
Chief A, Broadfield. 

*tFrinton and Walton UDC.—Public conveniences 
at Frinton-on-Sea and Walton-on-Naze. N. G. Har- 
land (L), *‘ Easthope,’’ Old-rd., Frinton-on-Sea. Dep. 
£2 2s. each contract. 

Newquay UDC.—Adaptation of Manor Hotel to 
coe offices. L. B. Lee, C of the Council. Dep. 


vis 
AUGUST 9. 
*Havant and Waterloo UDC.—Public convenience 


Socon School. 


Llanrumney. 


off London-rd., Purbrook. E&S, 1, Park-rd. North. 

Havant. 

*Wellington (Salop) UDC.—70 houses at Park 

Walls estate. E&S, 14, Walker-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 10. 


*Yiewsley and West Drayton UDC.—FErection of 
32 garages at two sites. E. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 12. 
“Lowestoft BC.—50 houses at The Beeches estate, 
Normanston-dr. BE, 49, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Malvern UDC.—Public convenience at Winter 
Gardens. S&WE, Council House. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Oldham CBC.—25 houses, 72 flats and 8 aged 
persons’ bungalows, Holts estate. Cameron & Middle- 
ne quantity surveyors, 21, Queen-st. Dep. 
S 


“Reading CBC.—Two houses at Usk-rd., St. 
Michaels estate, Tilehurst; 6 houses at Wardle-ave., 
Tilehurst. Boro’ A, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tWest Bremwich CBC.—Buildings at Ray Hall 
sewage works. BE&S, Town Hall. 

AUGUST 13. 

*tCoventry EC.—Erection of Alderman’s Green 
Infants’ School. Director of Education. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 15. 
*Burton-upon-Trent CBC.—Pointing underside of 

brick arches of Burton Bridge. E. 

*Wembley BC.—Public convenience at Barn Hill 
open space. Boro’ Treas. Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Riding CC.—Alterations and adaptations at 
Stocksbridge Fire Station. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 
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AUGUST 16. 
*Tutbury RDC.—46 houses at Church-rd. site, 
Stretton. E&S, Council Offices, ‘‘ Kingsly,’’ 44, 
Rolleston-rd., Burton-on-Trent. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 19. 
*Lindsey CC.—Primary Sch. at Coningsby. County 
A, County Offices, Lincoln. 


AUGUST 20. 
*tNorfolk CC.—Erection of new, and adaptation of 
existing houses and farm buildings at East Somerton 
and Winterton. County Land Agent, 20, Hill House- 


rd., Norwich. 
AUGUST 23. 
*St. Albans RDC.—Improvements to pre-war coun- 
cil houses, Wheathampstead. 
AUGUST 27. 


*Egham UDC.—Sports pavilion and public con- 
veniences at Englefield Green. E&S, Fire Station- 


bldgs., High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 31. 
*Alton RDC.—Two pairs of bungalows with 
ancillary services at Goslings Croft, Selborne. EE, 
Council Offices, Barton End, Alton. Dep. £3 3s. 


SEPTEMBER 9. 

*Durham City C.—(a) Eight houses at Gort-pl.; 
(b) 4 pairs of houses at Donnini-pl. City E, Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 
CC.--Repair work, Lianafanfawr 
Schoul. County A, Rhyd Offices. 


“Breconshire 
County Primarv 
Brecon. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 29. 

*tNorthampton CBC.—Reorganisation of heating, 
etc., at Public Baths. Boro’ A. Guildhall. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*+Southampton CBC.—Internal redecorations and 


minor repairs and improvements at Woolstan 
Secondary School. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. 
AUGUST 3. 


Battersea MBC.—Installation of central heating 
system for 112 flats at Dagnall-st., housing scheme. 
H. Q. A. Reeves, MA, AMIME, 15, Berners-st., W1. 
Dep. £1 Is. Tenders to TC by September 2. 


AUGUST 4. 
*+Middleton BC.—Fireplaces, etc., for 68 houses 
and 36 flats, Hollin estate. G. Syddall, Boro’ Arch. 


AUGUST 5. 
*Ealing TC.—Oil-fired central heating boiler and 
additional radiators at Central Library, Walpole Park. 
BE. Town Hall. Dep. £2. 











A SALES SERVICE 


Central London Agents 
having just completed 
Sales of Houses on a 
large Estate in Home 
Counties are now able to 
handle two or three more 
Estates 


Builders or Developers 


Prompt attention, sincere 
service and energetic 
selling Drive. 


FAVOURABLE FINANCE 


— AND — 


MORTGAGE FACILITIES 


For discussion without obligation please write 
or telephone 


ANDREWS & PARTNERS 


15 The Strand, W.C.2 
TRAfalgar 3366 


for 
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AUGUST 13. 

Liverpool City C.—Supply and delivery of salt 
glazed pipes and fittings to various Corporation 
depots. City E&S. 

AUGUST 19. 

*Sunderland CBC.—Installation cf central heating, 
hot and cold water supplies at Health Centre, Spring- 
well. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 22. P 

*Luton BC.—Supply and delivery of ironmongery 
for 134 houses and 16 flats. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 

*Breconshire CC.—Resurfacing approx. 480 sq. 
yds. of existing blocks and removing old blocks and 
relaying approx. 120 sq. yds. of hardwood block 
flooring at Builth Wells County Primary School. 
County A. 

Breconshire CC.—Removing old blocks and relay- 
ing hardwood block flooring at Colbren County 
Primary School. County A. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 2. 
tHiraethog RDC.—5,000 yds. of asbestos-cement 
mains, etc., together with service connections. 
Howard Humphreys & Sons, Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. 
£3 3s. 
AUGUST 8. 
Coseley UDC.—Road improvement works. Clerk 


of the Council. Dep. £2 2s. 

Luton BC.—Cold asphalt 
19,000 sq. yds. of roads. BE. 

Newark RDC.—North and South Collingham 
sewerage and sewage disposal. Elliott and Brown, 
Consulting E., Stanley House, Pelham-rd., -Notting- 
ham. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 10. 

Lymington BC.—Construction of stone-faced, mass- 
concrete wall 130 yds. long, 11 ft. high; and four 
timber groynes, each 105 ft. long. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Making up and_ surface 
water sewering at various roads. BE&S. Dep. £3. 

AUGUST 11. 
Luton BC.—Private street works at Austin-rd. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 13. 
Liverpool City C.—(a) Construction of new bridge 
at Broadgreen; (b) demolition of existing bridge and 
construction of new bridge at Fazakerley. City 


E&S. Dep. £3. 
AUGUST 18. 
Leek RDC.—Approx. 5,325 lin. yds. of glazed 
stoneware pipe sewers, etc. Willcox Raikes and 
Marshall, 33, Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. 


£5 5s. 
AUGUST 22. 

Lincolnshire River Board.—Boston flood prevention 
scheme (Pt. II). Clerk of the Board. Dep. £5. 

Shipston-on-Stour RDC.—About 40 miles of mains, 
three 180,000 gal. rc reservoirs and three booster 
stations; also completion of one rc 330,000 gal. and 
one 70,000 gal. re reservoir, contract SA. J. D. and 
D: M. Watson, MMICE, 18, Queen Anne’s-gate, 
Westminster, SW1. Dep. £10 10s. 

Walsall CBC.—Approx. 2,780 sq. yds. of concrete 
carriageway; 1,400 sq. yds. of flagged footways, etc. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 3. 

Crickhowell RDC.—Water supply schemes as fol- 
lows:—Bwlch—The laying of approximately 2,500 yds. 
of 3 in. diameter cast-iron pipes and the construc- 
tion of a 50,000 gal. mass and re service reservoir. 
Maesgwartha.—The laying of approximately 870 yds. 
of 3 in. cast-iron pipes and the construction of a 13,00 
gal. mass and rc storage tank with a small pumping 
station. Twynwenallt.—The laying of approximately 
760 yds. of 14 in., 1 in. and } in. diameter bitumen 
lined and coated steel tubes, together with various 
valves and other fittings, the transference of ser- 
vice connections and the construction of two valve 
chambers and supply tanks of 300 gal. capacity in 
brickwork and concrete. Thomas and Morgan and 
Partners, 23, Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd. Deps. as 
follows: Bwich, £5 5s.; Maesgwartha, £4 4s.; Twyn- 


wenallt, £3 3s. 
SEPTEMBER 5. 
St. Helens CBC.—Covered surface reservoir (2 
mg), and ancillary works. B&WE. Dep. £2 2s. 


< 4S. 


resurfacing of about 
Dep. ye. 


BE. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon.—MaAlIsONETTES.—TP permission granted 
to Modern Homesteads (Tulse Hill), Ltd., 353, Nor- 
wood-rd., SE27, for the erection of 12 maisonettes on 
a site between 92 and 108, Auckland-rd. 

Croydon.—F.Lats.—Corporation propose to erect 
20 flats at the junction of Morland-rd./Lower 
Addiscombe-rd. ; 

Croydon.—Houses.—TP approval has been given 
to outline proposals by Camberwood Properties, Ltd., 
and Wates, Ltd., 1258-1260, London-rd., Norbury, 
for the erection of 56 houses with garages on the 
Falconwood estate, off Featherbed-la. : 

Croydon.—OFFICES AND SHOWROOM.—The erection 
of a motor showroom at the rear of No. 238, London- 
rd. and offices and stores at the rear of Nos. 226-234, 
London-rd., Broad Green, proposed by Godfrey’s. 
Ltd., of that address, has been given TP consent. 

Croydon.—Factory.—TP permission has__ been 
given to outline proposals by the Carrington Manfg. 








166 


Co., Camco Works, Sanderstead-rd., South Croydon, 
for the erection of a factory in Vulcan-way. 

Croydon.—MaAlIsONETTES.—The erection of four 
Maisonettes with garages on the site of No. 56, 
Addiscombe-rd., has been proposed by Springpark 
Estates, Ltd., 2, Spring Park-ave., Shirley. 

Greenwich.—REDEVELOPMENT.—Hsg. Com. are 
considering the redevelopment of the sites of Nos. 
266-292 (even), Woolwich-rd. and Nos. 1-27 (odd), 
Troughton-rd., on which there are 13 EFM bunga- 
lows. _MH&LG has approved the clearance of the 
site. Hsg. Com. is also to acquire the sites of Nos. 
106-128, Greenwich High-rd. for housing purposes. 

Islington.—DEVELOPMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
that the sites of Nos. 42-45 (consec.), Roman-way 
and 43-47 (odd), Barbara-st.; as well as Nos. 2 and 3, 
Hawes-st., be compulsorily acquired. These sites, 
together with certain adjoining lands, would allow the 
erection of 10 dwellings and a block of 38 dwellings 
respectively. Hsg. Com. also recommend the appoint- 
ment of E, C. P. Monson, AA.RIBA, 120, Moorgate- 
st., EC2, as architects, and O. E. Parratt, FRICS, 
Adelaide House, London Bridge, EC4, as quantity 
surveyors for the schemes. 

Kensington.—FLAts CONVERSION.—BC is recom- 
mended to give approval to the scheme prepared by 
BE for the conversion of 12 flats at Nos. 1 and 18-22 
(cons.), Kenley-st., into six dwellings, at a_ total 
estimated cost of £4,650. MH&LG consent is to be 
sought. 

Kensington.—FLATS AND MAISONETTES.—BE is to 
submit plans prepared by himself to LCC for stages 
2 and 3 approval. They provide for the redevelop- 
ment of the site of St. Helen’s School, at the junction 
of Oxford-gdns. and Latimer-rd., by the erection of 
eight maisonettes and six flats, at a total estimated 
cost of £35,280. 

Lambeth.—APppoiIntTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
that Gollins, Melvin, Ward and Partners, 15, Man- 
chester-sq., W1, be appointed as architects: and 
Davis Belfield and Everest, 9, Ashley-pl., SW1, as 
quantity surveyors for the development of site No. 
81, Sudbourne-rd., by the erection of six flats in a 
three-storey block. 

Lambeth.—PusLic CONVENIENCE.—The  appoint- 
ment of W. C. Inman and Ptnrs., 7, New-sq., WC2, 
as quantity surveyors for the proposed erection of a 
public convenience at Brockwell Park, at an estimated 
cost of £9,933, is recommended by Hsg. Com. 

Minories, EC.—Orrice BLock.—Messrs. E. Howard 
and Partners, quantity surveyors, 81, Piccadilly, WI, 
inform us that while Sir Robert McAlpine and Sons, 
Ltd., are carrying out the contract for demolition and 
foundations and construction of the r.c. frame for the 
new building to be erected at 28-35, Minories, EC3, 
the completion of the superstructure will form a 
separate contract for which bills of quantities have 
not yet been prepared. The architects for the 
buildings (illustrated by a perspective drawing in our 
issue of July 8) are Messrs. Howard, Souster & Fair- 
bairn, 81, Piccadilly, W1. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—TC approved plans far new offices 
at Huncoat Colliery for National Coal Board; exten- 
sion to works at Melbourne Mill, Water-st., for BEL 
Fitments, Ltd.; motor showroom and repair depart- 
ment at 111/115, Abbey-st., for Nightingale, Ltd.; 
new buildings at Redac Brickworks, Huncoat, for 
Whittaker & Sons, Ltd. 

Barnard Castle.—Plans approved by RDC for 28 
houses at Evenwood. . Lawton, Galgate, Barnard 
Castle (A).—RDC approved plans for 28 houses at 
Evenwood, cost £41,245. Plans by Surveyor. 

Bilston.—Cannon Industries, Ltd., propose erection 
of factory, £2m. estimated. 

Birkenhead.—BC propose erection of 24 flats and 
shops at Orchard site, Overchurch estate; propose 40 
flats at Oxton-rd.; to negdtiate with Dell Investments, 
Ltd., for 24 dwellings at Prenton Dell estate. 

Blackpool.—Manchester Reg. Hosp. Board propose 
erection of pathology laboratory at Victoria Hosp. 

Blyth.—Northumberland Cty. Plan. Com. approved 
erection of petrol filling station at Bebside Old Sch. 
site for W. R. Tulip, Ltd., Back Bridge-st. 

Bolton.—TC propose redevelopment of temporary 
housing site at Lever Edge-la. by erection of 120 
dwellings. 

Bradford.—TC propose erection of 10 shops front- 
ing to Forster-sq. 

Brandon (Co. Durham).—UDC approved plans for 
dairy at East Farm, Brandon Village. for E. Sherring- 


ton. 

Burnley.—Belling & Co., Ltd., Enfield, propose 
erection of factory at Eastern-ave., Heasandford. 

Carlisie.—TC to prepare plans for extensions at 
Barn-cl. to provide additional homes for aged people. 

Chester.—TC to negotiate with Thomas Warrington 
& Sons, Ltd., for further 120 houses on Blacon estate; 
approved plans, extensions and alterations at Victoria- 
rd. for Anchor Motor Co., Ltd.; new offices and 
alterations at rear of 26, Northgate-st. for McHattie 
and Co.; additional storey to premises at Werburgh- 
st. for Burgess Seeds, Ltd.—North West Securities, 
Ltd., propose erection of offices at Newgate-st. 

Chesterfield.—Coalite and Chemica! Products, Ltd., 
propose large development scheme at premises, 
£900,000 est. 

Cumberland.—Tenders will be considered shortly 
y EC for proposed alterations and additions to 
premises at Workington to provide College of FE. 
County A, J. H. Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Cumberland.—M of E approved CC’s proposals for 
construction of £184,000 comp. sch. at Millom. Work 
to begin next year. County A, J. H. Haughan. 
Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Darlington.—Ed. Com. approved plans for new 
wing of laboratories and classrooms at Queen Eliza- 
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beth Grammar Sch. and improvements to existing 
buildings. E. A. Tornbohm, Boro’ A. 

Durham.—City C. approved layout plan for 32 
flats at New Elvet, cost £55,850. City E, W. J 
Green, Town Hall. 

Durham.—County fire brigade headquarters. G. R 
Clayton, County A, Court-la., Durham (A). 

Guisborough.—Tenders to be obtained soon by 
North Riding of Yorkshire EC for building new 
Guisborough Cty. Mod. Sch. A, J. H. Napper, 56, 
Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, and QS, Turner and 
Ing, 2, Garden-st., Darlington. 

Heckmondwike.—UDC approved 
houses on south side of Redfern-ave. 

Hexham.—UDC has obtained land for erection of 
another 40 houses. S, W. A. Hancocks. 

Jarrow (Co. Durham).—J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine- 
pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, A for proposed new club in 
Perth-ave. area for Jarrow Gasworkers’ Club. 

Jarrow.—Corp. Hsg. Com. approved plans for 36 
flats and maisonettes in Queen’s-rd. Also proposed to 
build three-storey flats on site. BE, H. W. TF 
Perkins (A). 

Keighley.—TC propose erection of children’s 
library, staff room, etc., on sites of Lowfield House 
and No. 2, Spencer-st., £15,175 est. 

Keighley.—TC approved plans: Sunday school at 
Bracken Bank-gr., for Ingrow St. John’s Church; 
church hall at Swine-la. for trustees of Sandbeds 
Methodist Church; 16 houses at Grange-cres., Riddles- 
den, for W. Whitfield & Sons. 

Leeds.—British Transport Commission propose erec- 
tion of single-storey transit shed on waterside at 
Knostrop, £230,000 est. 

Leigh.—TC approved erection of new premises at 
Hulme-rd. for Wigan-rd. Working Men’s Club. 

Lytham St. Annes.—TC approved erection of 18 
small flats on War Memorial estate for Lytham St. 
Annes War Memorial Hsg. Assoc., Ltd. 

Manchester.—Senate University of Manchester pro- 
pose erection of new Hall of Residence. A, ‘Sit 
Hubert Worthington and Sons, 178, Oxford-rd., Man- 
chester. —TC to sell site at Carrswood-rd., Brook- 
lands, to Evangelical Trust, Ltd., for erection of new 
church.—City A to prepare plans for modern offices 
at Hyde-rd. Transport Depot: appointed Trussed 
Concrete Steel Co., Ltd., Manchester, as consulting 
E for Blackley Crematorium.—Lancs CC approved 
plans for erection of warehouse and offices on site 
between 3 and 9, Charles-st., for Stedall & Co. 
(W. H. Robinson and Co., 79, Mosley-st., Manches- 
ter, submitted application). 

Matlock.—Trustees of All Saints Parish Church 
propose extensions to premises, £10,000 est. 

Middlesbrough.—P. R. Middleton, 17-19, Albert- 
rd., A for proposed transport depot in Gilbert-st.. 
for R. Rankin & Sons. Ouse-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Middlesbrough.—J. W. Hays, Central-chbrs., Win- 
gate, Co. Durham, A for proposed Salvation Armv 
hall in Cannon-st. 

Middlesbrough.—F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd.. 
London, plan new stores at junction The Avenue/ 
Linthorpe-rd. Premises will be two storeys high with 
area of 7,300 sq. ft. Firm have own architects’ 
and constructional departments. 

Middlesbrough.—Appeal made for funds for charch 
building programme: dual-purpose church hall and 
house at Berwick Hills; church hall and h@use at 
Thorntree; church hall and house at Redcar south- 
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west; new parish church at St. Chad’s; extensions to 
St. Mary’s Church, Acklam; and Sunday Schoo! halt 
at Woodside, Brotton. 

Middlesbrough.—Plans by BE, J. A. Kenyon for 
13 shops and 18 flats at Park End, and children’s 
homes at Park End and Thorntree, been approved 
Yorkshire Assoc. of Baptist Churches propose church 
in Graygarth-rd., Berwick Hills. 

Morpeth.—TC granted application by William 
Leech, Ltd., builders, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
to develop land south of Spelvit-la. and land east of 
Stobhillgate for building of private houses. 

Newcastle upon Tyne.—Plans by H. Gatoff, 57 
Grainger-st., Newcastle, for machine shop in 
Stothard-st. for Winn Engineering Produas, Ltg 
approved. Plans approved for bakery and welfare 
accommodation in Ponteland-rd. for Allied Bakeries 
Ltd., G. T. H. Eley, Allied Bakeries, 33, Knights. 
bridge, SW1 (A).—Plans approved for alterations and 
shop fronts, Dial House, Northumberland-st., for 
Richard Shops, Ltd.; Katz and Vaughan, 17, Great 
Cumberland-p!., London, WI (A).—Plans approved 
for new chapel, St. Dominic’s Church, New Bridge- 
St. S. N. Slipper, 38, Cotswold-gdns., Newcastle 
(A); factory in City-rd. for Darlington Insulating Co., 
Ltd. Stephen Easten, Ltd., Westgate Grange, New- 
castle, A.—Plans approved for extensions, Newcastle 
Model Milk Co., Coutts-rd. J. Anderson, 4, Mosley- 
st., Newcastle (A); showrooms, offices and Storage 
for J. Fisher, High Bridge. L. Netts, 69, Grosvenor. 
ave., Newcastle (A).—New bus station, Marlborough. 
st. G. Kenyon, City A (A), cost £70,000. 

New Mills.—Derbys. EC propose large-scale de- 
velopment at Youth Centre. 

Northampton.—Oxford Reg. Hosp. Board propose 
improvements to theatre and ward at Creaton Sana- 
torium, and extensions at opthalmic ward at 
Northampton Gen. Hosp., £21,500 and £21,700 est. 

North Riding.—EC approved sketch plans for pro- 
posed Skelton and Brotton Cty. Mod. Sch. and 
tenders to be obtained. A, Hadfield, Cawkwell and 
Davidson, High-st., Sheffield, 1. QS, Barrett, Sor 
and Ptnrs., 50, Pall Mall, London, WI. 

North Riding.—EC seeking loan sanction £127,350 
for proposed Redcar West Cty. Mod. Sch. A, D.C. 
Hall, 6, Masons-yard, Duke-st., London, SWI. QS, 
Davies, Belfield and Everest, 9, Ashley-pl., London, 
SWI1; and £194,250 for proposed Stokesiey Gram. and 
Mod. Sch. A, Gollins, Melvin Ward and Ptnrs,, 
15, Manchester-sq., London, WI 

Nottingham.—Barclays Bank, 
premises at 8/9, Beastmarket 
Green, Son & Lloyd, London. 

Oswaldtwistle.—Mr. F. Birtwe!l, 149, Plantation-st., 
Accrington, proposes conversion of old St. Helens 
Sch., High-st., to form ice cream factory. 

Oswestry.—Salop CC propose erection of sec. mod. 
boys’ sch. at Morda-rd. A, R. Sheppard, 15, Bed- 
ford-pl., WCI. £150,000 est. 

Padiham.—Trustees of Parish Church propose erec- 
tion of vicarage at Whalley-rd., £6,600 est.; Glover & 


Ltd., propose new 
Hill. A, W. Curtis 


Main, Ltd., propose erection of large factory, 
£500,000 est. 

Pemberton (nr. Wigan).—Min. approved scheme 
for erection of RC Jun. and Inf. Sch. for St. Cuth- 


berts at Thorburn-la., £63,784 est. 
Ramsbottom.—Lancs EC to seek new site for erec- 
tion of school clinic 


Richmond (Yorks).—RDC’s proposal to. erect 
eight houses at Skeeby, cost £10,457, approved by 
Ministry. J. T. Powell, Surveyor. 


Rochdale.—Manchester Reg. Hosp. Board propose 
new pathology laboratory at Birch Hill Hosp.—John 
Bright & Bros., propose erection of factory at Bent- 
ley-st. covering 39,000 sq. ft. area. 

Rugeley.—UDC approved plans for factory at Red- 
brook-la , Brereton, for Electric Depot, Ltd. 

Ryton-on-Tyne.—RC church to seat 300 at Craw- 
crook. Pascal J. Stienlet, 4, Queen’s-rd., New- 
castle (A). 

Salford.—EC propose inclusion of Weaste Hall RC 
sec. mod. sch. in 1956 programme. A, J. D. Ellis, 
Barclays Bank-bldgs., St. Helens. 


Seaton Delaval.—14 houses at Shiremoor. T. W. 
Burgess, surveyor, Council Offices, Seaton Delaval 
(A). 

Seaton Valley.—Shiremoor Division, St. John 


Ambulance Brigade, propose meeting hall on Murton 
Grange estate, and kas approached UDC regarding 
site. 

Sheffield.— University propose library at Weston- 
st.. £500,000 est.—Regional Hosp. Board approved in 
principle erection of additiona! storey to two wards 
at Rotherham Hosp. 

South Bank-on-Tees.—R. J. L. Jackson, St. Colum- 
bus, Guisborough, A for new church hall for St. 
John’s Church. 

St. Helens.—Industrial Co-op. Society, Ltd., pro- 
pose large extensions at Baldwin-st. 

Stockport.—Bents Brewery Co., Ltd., propose erec- 
tion of new hotel at Ruskin-rd. and Coleridge-rd. A, 
Thorpe & Whyman, Church-la.. Oldham. ae 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Filling station, garage buildings 
and house, Durham-rd. A. P Benson, garage 
proprietor, Stockton. 

Sunderland.—Students’ hostel, Mowbray-rd. H. C. 
Bishop, Borough A, New Anglican Church, Hylton 
Castle estate.—Canteens and baths, etc., Roker Park 
Football Ground for Sunderland AFC, cost £10,000. 

Sunderland.—G. T. Brown & Son, Fawcett-st., A 
for proposed commercial hotel in Barnes Park-rd. 
and Durham-rd. for L. Porter.—Newrick and 
Blackbell. John-st., Sunderland, A for shops, offices 
and garage in Derwent-st. for J. Anderson.—Plans 
prepared by S. W. Milburn .and Ptnrs., 9, Esplanade, 
Sunderland, for office additions at Crown Works, 
Pallion, for Steel! & Co., Ltd.—J. Whitaker (Sunder- 
land), Ltd., propose warehouse in Nile-st. to plans 
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ty Matkin and Hawkins, Barclays Bank-chbrs., Faw- 
Otte, Sunderland. ia 
Tynemouth.—TC to sell site in Bolam-rd., Marden, 
for proposed Congregational church. 

ey.-—BC appointed Langdon & Every, 16, 
Hay, Liverpool, 2, as A for erection of 


ee and maisonettes at Twickenham-dr. 
© Wallsend.— Home for aged people. C. C. Brown, 


Newcastle (A).—RC church, Carville- 
Pascal J. Stienlet, 4, Queen’s-sq., 
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unty Hall, 
= to oy 

castle 4 
Nevest Lancs.—RDC 
houses at Lydiate. 
Whalten.—New sec. mod. sch. 
Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. ; 
Whitley Bay.—IC to appoint A to prepare plans 
for 64 houses at The Fold. Wis 
Wigan.—British Transport Commission propose 
erection of enginecring workshops on Leeds/Liverpool 
Canal, £67,000 est. ; j 

Worcs.—EC approved extensions and improvements 
at Watt-cl. Cty. Mod. Sch., £10,000 est.; Cradtey 
Mod. Sch., £10,000; Harry Cheshire Cty. Mod. Sch., 
£16,750 est. . : 

Wrexham.—TC received Min. approval 
ciple for erection of Guildhall, £113,920 est. 
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* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

¢ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
ments. 


Depart- 


Birmingham.—Extensions at the Birmingham 
Medical School for the University: *Wm. Sapcote 
& Sons, Ltd., 87, Camden-st., Birmingham. Exten- 
sions to factory at Shaftmoor-la., Hall Green, for 
Drynamels, Ltd.: *Sanders (Builders), Ltd., Stratford- 
rd., Shirley, Birmingham, £47,026. 

Blackpool.—Erection of 42 three-storey flats for 
TC: *Gregory Housing, Ltd., Worthing, Sussex, 
£54,540. Erection of seif-service store with 4 maison- 
ettes over at Mereside Estate for TC: *Gregory Con- 
struction (North Western), Ltd., Liverpool, £14,065. 
Bolton.—Erection of 22 bungalows at Moss Bank 
Way for TC: *Direct labour. , 

Bootle.—Erection of dry cleaning works at Park- 
ja, Netherton, for Silvermere Cleaners, Ltd., 107, 
Liverpool-rd., Great Crosby, Liverpool 23: *Roberts 
& Sloss, Ltd., 23, Baker-st., Liverpool 6. a 
Brierley Hill.—Second phase of new civic buildings 
for BC: *E. Fletcher (Builders), Ltd., Kingswinford. 
British Railways.—The Eastern Region announce 
that the undermentioned contracts have been 
placed:—*A. Cameron, Ltd., 235, Queenstown-rd., 
§W8, cleaning and painting of station buildings, 
signal boxes, signals, rodding, goods depots, offices 
and bridges between Bethnal Green Junction and 
Bridge No. 1936, Philip-la., Bruce-grove (excluding 
Hackney Downs Station); *Ransomes & Rapier, Ltd., 
PO Box No. 1, Waterside Works, Ipswich, supply 
and delivery of 16 Rapier 7 standard non-slewing 
type mobile cranes, Eastern Region; *Westinghouse 
Brake & Signal Co., Ltd., 82, York-way, N1, supply 
and installation of signalling equipment for new 
Hump Yard at Tempie Mills Marshalling Yards. 
Burnley.—153 houses at the Turf Moor Estate for 
TC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £209,640. 
Caldercruix.—Reconstruction and additions to the 


primary school to form new junior secondary 
school for CC : 
Architect: William R. Watt (F), Planning and 


Architectural Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Excavation, building, plumbing, sanitary engineer- 
ing, heating installation and alied works *Lanark- 
shire Direct Labour Dept., Albert-st., Motherwell— 
Wishaw. Electrical installation and allied works: 
sE. J. Snell & Co., Ltd., Church Electrical Works, 
Coatbridge. 

Chester.—-50 ‘* Unity *’ houses at the Blacon Estate 
for TC: *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., Birken- 
head, £68,015. Final stage of reorganisation of cattle 
market for TC: *J. Roddy, 69, Cliveden-rd., £21,734. 

Chesterfield.-—-Following for EC: Dining-room and 
i at Chesterfield School: *C. E. Gaunt & Son, 

td. 


Coventry.—Construction of extensions at Limbrick 
Wood Baptist Church for Baptist Authorities: *A. 
Matts & Son, Ltd., Vecqueray-st., Coventry. 

Crompton.—-Extensions to Town Hall for UDC: 
*R. S. Ainscough, Ltd., Delph, Oldham. 

Crook (Co. Durham).—Work has started on ‘the 
erection of new premises in Commercial-st. for 
Crook and District Workmen’s Club. Architect, 
J.M. Angus, LRIBA, 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne: *J. Ayton, Ltd., Blackhill, Co. Durham, 
£35,000. 

_Cumberland.—Conversion of Hunter House, Pen- 
rith, into 3 police houses and erecting another 4 
police houses in Hunter-la. for the CC: *R. E. Reay 
& Son, Penrith, £11,066. 

_ Darlaston.—-22 houses for UDC: 
ing, Ltd., Worthing, Sussex, £27,69: 

Darlington.—=rection of 40 houses on the Spring- 
field Estate for the TC: Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm: 
*Direct labour, £52.000. 

Darlington.—Erection of 13 houses and 3 bunga- 
lows at Hurworth for the RDC. Architects, Hutton 
& Hutton, 24, Southend-ave., Darlington: *Blackett 
& Son, Ltd., Bondgate, Darlington, £21,410. 

Darlington.—Erection of 40 houses on the Brank- 
some Estate for the TC. Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm: 
*Boddy & Bell, Thomas-st., Darlington, £55,967. 

Fulham.—The first stage of Lillie-rd. scheme, com- 
Prising 222 flats and 8 shops for BC 


ee Hous- 
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John Laing & Son, Ltd., NW7 .. £583,865 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., W2... . 579,424 
Patman and Fotheringham, Ltd., N1 565,435 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., SW1.. aa 63, 
Kirk and Kirk, Ltd., SW15.. : 561,232 
Gee, Walker and Slater, Ltd., W1 . 553,964 
*Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis Park, Church End, 
Finchley, N3 ; .. 536,891 


Glasgow.—New buildings for Totton & Co., Ltd., 
at Crow-rda., Partick. *The Clyde Construction Iron 
Co., Ltd., Scotstoun, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Buildings for Alexander Macdonald & 
Son, Ltd., at 102, Duke-st., Dennistoun. *The 
Clyde Construction Co., Ltd., Scotstoun, Dun- 
bartonshire. 

Hampstead.—Works for BC. Construction of 38 
maisonettes and 5 flats at Springfield-la. housing 
scheme: *Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tower Works, Totten- 
ham, N.17, £115,558 (subject to necessary sanctions); 
construction of 80 flats at Fellows-rd. housing scheme: 
*Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Clarence-st., Wolver- 
hampton, £188,454 (subject to necessary sanctions). 

Islington.—Eight dwellings at Gerrard-rd. for BC. 


S. Varney & Co., Ltd., SE24 .. £25,987 
Pitchers, Ltd., N7 Me oe ne . 25,683 
John Mather (Builders), Ltd., EC1 .. 24,811 
W. Manning & Sons, Ltd., N8_.. .. 23,595 
Ferris Bros., W3 me oa ~« eee 
Grosvenor Construction, Ltd., Ell 22,948 
J. A. Proctor, Ltd., SE18 22,796 


*C. & F. Bryen, Ltd., 170, Hornsey-la., N6 22,296 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared by the builders own 
Architects have been approved for 40 houses which 
are to be erected at'a Simhill housing site. *Mactag- 
gart and Mickle, Ltd., 107, West Regent-st., Glas- 
gow. 

Leeds.—Erection of 50 dwellings at Roman-ave.: 
*Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Leeds. Rebuilding the 
Coach and Six Hotel, Birstall, for Duttons Black- 
burn Brewery, Ltd.: *H. Booth & Son (Contractors), 
Ltd., Dewsbury. 

Liverpool.—Stage 11 of extensions to radiothera- 
peutic section of Clatterbridge General Hospital for 
Regional Hospital Board: *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 
Argyle-st., Birkenhead, £59,502. Two-storey building 
at Speke for Goodlass Wall & Co., Ltd.: *Wm. 


Thornton & Sons, Ltd., 38, Wellington-rd., Liver- 
pool. Extensions to factory at Speke for Evans 
Medical Supplies, Ltd.: *Holland & Hannen and 


Cubitts, Ltd., St. Mary’s-rd., Garston, Liverpool 19. 
€London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
over £1,000 in value:— 

Kent: Asphalting to roofs, Neuchatel Asphalte Co., 
Ltd., Nacovia Wharf, Townmead-rd., SW6. _Stirling- 
shire: Construction of gantries, Collin Morris & 
Son, 7, Preston-cres., Inverkeithing; building work, 
A. McAllister & Son, 62, Union-st., Bo’ness; build- 
ing work, J. Miller & Ptnrs., Ltd., 18, George-st., 
Edinburgh. Fifeshire: Road repairs, H. V. Smith 
& Co., Ltd., 66, Hanover-st., Edinburgh; concrete 
floor, J. R. & A. Adam, Ltd., 35, North-st., Loch- 
gelly. Devon: Asphalt flats, Limmer & Trinidad 
Lake Asphalte Co., Ltd., East Quay, Pomphlett, Ply- 
mouth. Warwickshire: Internal painting, G. E. & 
W. Wincott, Ltd., 64, Coton-rd., Nuneaton. 

€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over for the week ended July 16:— 

Resurfacing of runways: General Asphalte Co., 
Ltd., Grafton-rd., NW5; Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., 
Lion House, Richmond, Surrey. Building work: 
Bush Builders (Norwich), Ltd., Mile Cross-la, Nor- 
wich. Artificers’ work: W. H. Streeter, Ltd., 10, 
Tudor-rd., Hampton, Middlesex; Reid Bros., 22, 
Bank-st., Carlisle; Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., 
146, West-st., Bristol, 3; M. A. Appleton (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., 22, Bilston-st., Wolverhampton; C. J. 
Else & Co., Ltd., 467, High-st., Lincoln; Donald 
Humberstone & Co., Ltd., North Somercotes, Lough, 
Lincs; T. E. Cundy & Son, Ltd., 28, Belgrave-rd., 
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Leicester; Decorative Painting Contractors, Ltd., 179- 
183, Staines-rd., Hounslow, Middlesex; Ben D. Gibbs 
& Son, Ltd., Mill Parade, Newport, Monmouth; 
The Whitlock Heating Co., Ltd., Albert Buildings, 
Garstang-rd., Preston; J. B. Abbott (Contractors), 
Ltd., Sherbourne House, Northolt-rd., Harrow; M. A. 
Appleton (Contractors), Ltd., 22, Bilston-st., Wol- 
verhampton; W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., 19, Wat-’ 
ford Heath, Watford; T. H. Kerryon & Sons, Ltd., 
Topsham-rd., Topsham, Exeter. Heating and ven. 
tilating services: Richard Crittall & Co., Ltd., 
Stuart House, Union-st., Bristol; Industrial and Gene- 
ral Engineering Co., 11A, St. John’s Hill, SW11. 
(London (Metropolitan Police).—Result of tenders 


for Metropolitan Police building work:—Canteen 
alterations, Bethnal Green police station: *A. E. 
Field, Ltd., £1,520. 


(London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry 
of Works for week ended July 9:— 

Lancashire: Post Office, Bennett-st., Manchester, 
supplementary parcels office, E. Marshall & Sons, Ltd., 
Stamford Saw Mills, Cockbrook, Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Lancs. Nottinghamshire: Blocks 2 and 3, Chalfont- 
dr., Nottingham, refelting roofs, Flexi Mastic Roofs 
& Asphalte, Ltd., Barkby-rd., Leicester. Worcester- 
shire: TOB Whittington-rd., Worcester, alterations 
and adaptations, T. Oliver (Blds.), Ltd., St. Martins- 
pl., Worcester. 

London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
War Department for week ended July 9:— 

Brecknockshire: Road work, W. & J. Glossop, 
Ltd., Bridgend. Dorset: Sewage work, A. , 
Angell, Dorchester. Essex: Repairs to sea wall, A. 
Monk & Co., Ltd., London. Kent: Painting and 
Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., London. 
Merionethshire: Miscellaneous, George Middleton & 
Sons, Towyn. Midlothian: Miscellaneous, Neil 
Nicholson & Co., Kirkcaldy. Norfolk: Building 
work, George Greengrass, Ltd., North Walsham. 
Staffordshire: Boiler installation, John Thompson 
(Wolverhampton), Ltd., Ettingshall. Suffolk: Mis- 
cellaneous, Tillett Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Felixstowe. 
Sussex: Building work, William Blood, Ltd., London. 
Wigtownshire: Building work, E.B. Contractors. 
Ltd., Glasgow. 

Manchester.—Reconstruction of roofs at Beaumont 
Hospital for Regional Hospital Board: *John Siddle, 
Cable-st., Lancaster, £10,889. Erection of nursery 
wings at Poundswick and Oldwood Primary Schools 
for EC: *Integrated Constructions, Ltd., London, 
who will sublet the constructional work to *F. J. 
Gibson (Builder), Ltd., Wilmslow. 

Houses for TC: 122 maisonettes and flats at Lang- 
ley Estate: *Roy & Ptnrs., Ltd., 25, Cross-st., Man- 
chester 2; 74 maisonettes and flats at Newall Green: 
*Hampson & Kemp, Ltd., Crescent-rd., Chorlton, 
Manchester 21; 15 houses at Lightbowne-rd.: *T. 
Costello, Ltd,, 45, Clifton-rd., Heaton Moor, Stock- 
port; 22 maisonettes and flats at Reather-st., Colly- 
hurst: *Hampson & Kemp, Ltd.; 6 police houses at 
Wythenshawe-rd., Wythenshawe, for TC: *Massey & 
Quinn, Ltd., Timperley; block of shops and offices 
on a site at Market-st. and Eachange-st., for Shop 
Developments Group of Companies, Ltd.: *Geo. 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London. 

Mansfield.—Following at Ladybrook Estate for 
TC:—105 new tradition houses: *Hy Boot & Sons, 
Ltd., Sheffield, £127,533; 42 traditional houses: *J. & 
W. Fleet, 60, Hillsway-cres., Mansfield, £58,710. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 27 houses on the 
Pallister Park housing estate for the TC. Boro’ E, 
_ Kenyon: *R. E. Cryer, Ltd., Marske, York- 
shire. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 37 houses on 
Pallister Park Estate for the TC. Boro’ E: J. A. 
Kenyon: *T. Pearson & Son, Borough-rd. West, 
Middlesbrough. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Rebuilding of Apollo Cinema, 
Shields-rd.: *Stanley Miller, 17, North-st., Newcastle, 





decorating, 


the 
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Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Erection of 8 houses at 
Knupton Estate for BC: *A. Stubbs, Lily-st., Wol- 





stanton, £12,350; 15 houses at Bradwell Estate: 
*Richards & Woodward, Ltd. 

Northants.—Erection of Hazel Heys Secondary 
School, Corby, for CC: *Robert Marriott, Ltd., 
Higham-rd., Rushden, £157,497. 

Naneaton.-—Erection of 68 traditional flats and 
maisonettes at Meadow-st. for TC: *W. D. Randell 


(Hartshill), Ltd., Hartshill, nr. Nuneaton, £96,284. 

Renfrewshire.—New Catholic church at Greenock- 
td., Paisley (estimated cost, £40,000). 

Architect: Reginald Fairley and Ptnrs. (F&A), 7, 
Ainslie-cres., Westend, Edinburgh. 

Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
*William Macghee & Sons, Ltd., 43, Underwood-rd., 
Paisley. Steel structural engineering and allied 
works: *Edwards, Jamieson & Co., Ltd., 484, 
Dobbies-loan, Townhead, Glasgow. Plumbing, sani- 
tary engineering and allied works: *Hugh Twaddle & 
Sons, Ltd., 132, London-rd., Calton, Glasgow. 
Slating and allied works: *Hugh Allan & Sons, Ltd., 
32, Lawn-st., Paisley. Terrazzo, tiling and allied 
works: *John Youden & Sons, Ltd., 119, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. Plaster, lathing and allied works: *David 
S. Lang & Co., Ltd., w Sneddon Plastering 
Works, Paisley. Joinery, carpentry, ironmongery and 
allied works: *Thomas Stewart & Co., Ltd., 
Lechleven-rd., Langside, Glasgow. 

Retherham.—Erection of factory at Brinsworth-st. 
for Montgomery Skinner & Co.: *A. Hollings, Ltd., 
Sheffield. 

Slough.—124 garages for BC. Engineer, E. Gard- 
ner Thorp, MICE, Boro’ E, Town Hall, Slough: 
*Wm. Hartley & Sons, Wexham, Slough, £12,280. 

Stalybridge.—74 dwellings at Copley Estate for TC: 
*F. Gannon Son (Manchester), Ltd., 35a, Rich- 
mond-rd. East, Longsight, Manchester. 
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Stockport.—Rebuilding premises at Great Port- ern Gas Board: *Steward & Broster, Ltd., 215a, aa my 
wood-st. to form showrooms, etc., for North West- Chestergate, Stockport. NEW COMPANIES 
Sunderland.—Erection of 65 houses on the Farring- THE IEW > 
don Estate for the TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, ; E Rees pe EW COMP ANMES, registered 
Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *J. Pren. In England, have been announced by Jordan 
tice, Leeds-st., Sunderland, £79,5 and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents 
Sunderland. eaten of 44 se on the Farring- Jaysea Enterprises (Development), Lid. (550343 
don Estate for the TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Regd. June 18, 1955. 43, King’s Road. Brentwo 
Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *T. Essex. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500 Dir: J ¢ 
Stewart, Sunderland (transferred from previous con- Wells-Kendrew. 
tractor). Ross (Contracts), Ltd. (550855.) Regd. June 18 
Sunderland.—Alterations and additions to premises sa TE —— ave., Slough, Bucks. — Bldrs., ¢ 
in Mowbray-rd. to provide hostel for students at — cap.: £500. | Dir.: A. A. Gurney 
Sunderland Technical College, for the EC. Boro’ A, a1 v8 Bowers & Co., Ltd. (550931.) Regd, June 
H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stcckton-rd., Sunder- 2, 1955. Cainscross Cottage, Cainscross, Stroud. 
land: *Direct labour, £10.000 i. 4 ~ — ¢eic. Nom, cap 
: ee ; "1,000. ir::. ©, Di irris 
Sunderland.—S1 houses on the Farringdon Estate Madden, Dug a 55097 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH for the TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, June 22. 1955 - ar 72 7 Me ies ph Read 
Se sea  e  mmaea *L. W. Evans, Ltd., Nor- and civil engineering contractors, etc. Nom. Py 
olk-st., Sunderland. £1,000. Dir.: M. Madden. 
Tadcaster.—Erection of 58 houses, Auster Bank Heward & Turner, Ltd. (551022.) Reed. June 23 
site, for RDC: *B. Bell & Co., Ltd., Franklyn-ter., 1955. 93, Maybury-rd., Woking. To erect and con, 


Roundhay-rd., Leeds 7 struct houses, bldgs. and works of all kinds 


Wallasey.—Erection of Lingham Junior Mixed C@rry on bus. of bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1.09 F 
School for EC: *J. de & Sons, Ltd., Arbour- Dir.: M. A. Heward. Vo 
| la., Liverpool, £80,5 - 


Walsall. pant in TC: 28 and 54 houses at 


Mossley Estate: *Rock & Downes, Ltd., 115, Walsall- 

rd., Aldridge, £40,018 and £75,957: 3-storey block B R 0 A H) A 6 u F $0 
of flats, Burrowes-st.: *United Constructions (Walsall), ° 

Ltd., 54, Green-la., Walsall, £16,990. 


Washington (Co. Durham).—78 houses on_ the 


Coach-rd. site for UDC: *J. & T. Robson, Ltd., STRUCTURAL BLOCKS 
8 T | L Li a R S Springwell, Gateshead. d KE! 
Whitby.—Erection of 102 houses on the White Leys e iver ) 
Estate for the UDC. Architect, C. D. Taylor, 41, prompt Y oJ 


Baxtergate, Whitby: *Mollekin Brothers, Ltd,, West from bigger production fe 


Parade-rd., Scarborough, £120,02 
Wigan.—Erection of sinaietiainane and rehabilita- 


tion department at Royal Albert Edward Infirmary BROAD & CO. LTO., PADDINGTON, w.2 ED 
THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY for Manchester Regional Hospital Board: *W. J. 
Bickerstaff & Sons, Seven Stars Bridge, Wallgate, fi 
Wigan, £43,358 


<i Se 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION Wolverhampton.—Erection of Underhill County , 
Junior Schoo! for EC: *A. Poole Son & Co., Skinner- 
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IN THE KINGDOM st., Wolverhampton, £33,587. TH. 
Worcs.—Extensions at Tenbury Secondary Modern I 
eg hg ey ee es THE ESSEX a 
2 nurses’ houses and 2 nurses’ flats with ancillary 
buildings at Hasbury No. 3 site for CC: *John PR 
Harris wk Son (Builders), Ltd.. 159. New John-st., t 
Blackheath, £17,054. 
vnineniel STEEL SCAFFOLDING Cou|| % 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. t 
London Region — 37 Areas TH 
' And over 100 Provincial Branches STEEL- “CRETE 9a HIGH BEECH ROAD , 
ee oy ee el aaa Kk ce ee aoe (SUPER METALLIC HARDENER) LOUGHTON : ESSEX “icz" , 
| | Al 
THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS” SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
{ Tele: CHAncery 7583 H OLD OR N — 
} L 
| rine We — of the advantages of FE oO RS WOOD BLO CK 
membership to: 
{ Inspect one that has withstood FLOORS 
sb ungeysbebsbevuacuibenssbeuaes ieee os oneieind as cedheael eubeRinaes HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS ; 
| wecepcnon STEVENS & ADAMS LTD.|| I 
{ Sdepebehavesscapeenvcdadenesenssnescocsucanesncdsesdeecseneebasesosucee 
, KINDLY CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES | STEEL-CRETE LTD. Victoria Works, } in 
{ etn Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18| | fal 
a en Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 th 
on 
see hc 
Wl 
fa 
NE GALBRAITH || : 
K aM US [fo BROTHERS LIMITED | ih 
‘@ 


Building Contractors _ CONTRACTORS EE 


& ENGINEERS bt 
Station Works, Telephone:— pl 











nc 

es Sk, Waterloo 54/4 : Registered Office : Works : ac 
Phwark, SJ. (3 lines) 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE a) 
E.C.1 KENT Is 

MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 1S 




















